
After the presentations, participants
broke up into three groups, that focused
on a particular Artery section, with rep-
resentatives of the design teams taking
comments and suggestions. A district
meeting for the Central Area took place
in mid-December. Opportunities for the
public to discuss the North and South
sections will be available at two upcom-
ing district meetings (see Meeting Calen-
dar on page 4 for details). The next corri-
dor-wide meeting will be held at the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank on February 20 to
review and address comments made at
the December and January meetings. For
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The Massachusetts Secretary of Environ-
mental Affairs issued a Massachusetts
Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) cer-
tificate for the Final Environmental
Impact Report (FEIR) filed by Delta Air
Lines for the building of a new Terminal
A at Logan Airport. The Secretary stated
that Delta’s filing properly complies with
MEPA regu-
lations and
approved the
proposed
mitigation
program for
the new ter-
minal. With
the issuance
of the certifi-
cate, the
replacement
of the out-
dated, 33
year-old Terminal A with a modern facil-
ity can now move forward. 

The new terminal is expected to cost
nearly $390 million, of which Delta will
pay $335 million. Massport will pay the
balance. Massport will own and operate
the terminal, which is designed to be a
model for environmental-friendly airport
facilities. The new terminal has a sepa-
rate concourse designed as a physical

sound barrier
shielding the
Jeffries Point
section of
East Boston
from aircraft
noise. New
vehicle circu-
lation pat-
terns will be
used around
the terminal
for efficient

drop-off and
pick-up. These new patterns will also cut

Surface Artery Designs Move Forward; New Ted Williams Tunnel Ramp Opens

down on noise and emissions. Several
design features of the terminal are
planned to maximize environmental ben-
efits. They include the use of recyclable
materials, natural lighting, energy conser-
vation plans, and alternative fuel for
Massport vehicles serving the terminal
and aircraft. Construction of the new
Terminal A is expected to begin in the
summer of 2001 and be completed by late
fall of 2004.

The members of the Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO):  Executive Office of Transportation and Construction  •  City of Boston  •  City of Everett  •  City of 
Newton  •  City of Peabody  •  Federal Highway Administration  •  Federal Transit Administration  •  Joint Regional Transportation Committee  •  Massachusetts Bay Transporta-
tion Authority  •  Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority Advisory Board  •  Massachusetts Highway Department  •  Massachusetts Port Authority  •  Massachusetts 
Turnpike Authority  •  Metropolitan Area Planning Council  •  Town of Bedford  •  Town of Framingham  • Town of Hopkinton   

■  Central Artery cont. on p.4 

On December
19, the sixth in
a continuing
series of Cen-
tral Artery Cor-
ridor Master
Plan meetings
was held at the

Federal Reserve Bank Auditorium in
Boston. The meeting featured recent
design team work that produced three
alternative visions for three different sec-
tions of the reclaimed surface artery. The
three sections studied were the North
Area (Sudbury Street to North Street),
the Central Area (Columbus Park to

Rowes Wharf) and the South Area
(Essex Street to Kneeland Street). 

Certain design themes were consistent in
all schemes. In the North Area, all
designs worked to re-establish Salem,
Hanover and North Streets as major con-
nections between the North End and the
rest of downtown. In the Central Area,
attempts were made to recognize the dif-
ferent needs of the city side and the
water side of the artery.  In the South
Area, the design team worked to provide
the Chinatown neighborhood with
increased cultural and green space on the
portion of Surface Road being converted
to open space. 

Existing Terminal A at Logan Airport

Terminal A Reconstruction Gets MEPA Approval



SUB-SIGNATORY COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS

The Boston MPO’s Sub-Signatory Committee (SSC) met
on December 27 for a work session on the 2000-2025 Trans-
portation Plan. SSC members reviewed comments that had

been received at the five public meetings held in Boston (in the Back Bay and Rox-
bury), Salem, Framingham and Braintree. Comments that had been sent via mail
and email were also discussed. Staff from CTPS also gave SSC members an update
on modeling work, including an explanation of the work underway on the no-build
scenario for both the water/sewer constraints and policy-constrained land use sce-
narios.

JRTC UPDATE

At the December meeting, Chairman Bill Deignan outlined his goals for 2001, and
presented the membership with a list of potential agenda items. Possible agenda
items included project selection criteria, transit parking policies, and Transportation
Management Association (TMA) activities. Bill Deignan encouraged all JRTC
members to provide input and suggestions on which topics were most important for
JRTC to pursue. Terry Regan and David Mohler of CTPS made a presentation on
the draft 2000-2025 Transportation Plan. The Transportation Plan will be the sub-
ject of further discussion at the January 10 JRTC meeting.

AACT UPDATE

At the December meeting of the Access Advisory Committee to the MBTA,
Michael Festa of the MBTA’s Design and Construction department gave a presenta-
tion on the key station program.  The presentation provided an update on the
MBTA’s efforts to bring the remaining key stations into compliance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. The schedule for future AACT sessions focusing on indi-
vidual transit stations was also provided. The January 24, 2000 meeting will look at
access issues at Malden Center station on the Orange Line.
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Boston MPO Holds Series of Public Meetings on Draft Transportation Plan
The draft document includes a set of
transportation policies for the region, a
description of the existing transporta-
tion network, a recommended set of
projects for inclusion in the plan, as
well as financial information outlining
projected revenues and costs. A basic
assumption made by the MPO is that
70% of all capital resources available to
the MPO will be used to maintain and
improve the existing system. The
remaining 30% of capital resources can
be used to finance transit and roadway
expansions, enhancements or other
regional transportation priorities. 

For the first time, this document
addresses the issue of Environmental
Justice and transportation. The MPO
has taken a first step in documenting

Boston MPO In Running
for Pedestrian Grant
The Sub-Signatory Committee (SSC) of
the Boston MPO submitted an applica-
tion for a “Walkable Community” work-
shop grant. The matching grant program
is sponsored by the United States Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Pedestrian and
Bicycle Information Center. The Boston
MPO would provide $6,250 (half of the
cost) for an eight-session workshop series.
The week-long workshops would be pre-
sented by leading national experts. Six
MPO’s from across the country will be
selected in January 2001.

Communities within the Boston MPO
are being selected for workshops based on
relative pedestrian activity, accident sta-
tistics, local efforts toward making walk-
ing safer and more enjoyable, geographic
coverage of the region, and travel accessi-
bility for attendees. Communities outside
of the Boston MPO would also be
encouraged to attend. If the Boston MPO
application is approved, the Joint
Regional Transportation Committee
(JRTC), the advisory committee of the
Boston MPO, is expected to be an advi-
sor and active partner during the entire
process. For more information, please
contact Cathy Buckley Lewis at (617)
973-7118 or cbucklewis@ctps.org.

The Boston MPO
held a series of
public meetings in
December on the
draft Boston MPO
Transportation
Plan 2000-2025.
The document was
released for public

comment on November 20 with a public
comment period that extends through
January 5. Over 900 copies of the docu-
ment have been distributed to local offi-
cials, community groups and the public.
Public meetings were held in Salem,
Framingham, Braintree, and the Boston
neighborhoods of Roxbury and the Back
Bay. Presentations were also made at the
eight MAPC subregional meetings. 

transit and roadway infrastructure
improvements and the provision of tran-
sit services in low income and minority
neighborhoods. 

Work on the Transportation Plan will
continue after the expected January
endorsement. Areas of emphasis include
adding additional regionally significant
transportation projects, testing alterna-
tive land use scenarios and proposed
transportation networks, revising the pro-
posed policies, refining the financial
analysis, and expanding the work on
Environmental Justice. 

A meeting of the MPO board is sched-
uled for Thursday, January 11 to vote on
endorsing the Transportation Plan. For
more information, contact Terry Regan
at (617) 973-7141 or regan@ctps.org.

mailto:cbucklewis@ctps.org
mailto:regan@ctps.org


groups. The registration deadline is Janu-
ary 7, 2001. There is a registration fee of
$100. 

For more information on the workshop
and panel discussion, contact Margarita
Iglesia or Jonathan Harris by telephone
at (617) 424-8686 or by email at igle-
sia@cecilgroup.com or jharris@cecil-
group.com Registration materials for the
design contest may be requested by email
at fsilver@weststart.org or through the
WestStart web site at www.weststart.org
and following the registration link to the
“BRT Competition Page”. 

On November 28, MassHighway
announced the opening of construction
bids for the reconstruction of 12 intersec-
tions in the city of Boston. Vigil Electric
Company of Boston submitted the appar-
ent low bid of approxi-
mately $1.6 million. 

Work includes roadway
and traffic island recon-
struction, installation of
new traffic signals, pave-
ment markings, and
resurfacing. The contract
for the project is
expected to be awarded
this winter, and con-
struction is expected to
begin in the spring of
2001.

The twelve intersections
that comprise the project are located in
several different Boston neighborhoods.
Three intersections—Summer Street and
Pappas Way, East Broadway and L Street,
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and Dorchester Street and Old Colony
Avenue—are located in the South
Boston neighborhood. Two intersections
on Blue Hill Avenue—at Talbot Street
and at Glenway Street—and the Colum-

bia Road/Hancock
Street intersection are
in the Dorchester
neighborhood. Two of
the intersection projects
are on Washington
Street in the Forest
Hills section of Jamaica
Plain—at South Street
and at Hyde Park
Avenue. Roxbury is the
location of two more
projects, both intersec-
tions on Melnea Cass
Boulevard. They are at
Hampden Street and

Albany Street. East Boston (Bennington
Street and Byron Street) and Brighton
(Market Street and Arlington Street) are
the locations of the final two projects. 

The Federal Transit Administration
(FTA) and the MBTA are co-sponsoring
a public workshop and panel discussion
on bus rapid transit on Thursday, January
11. The event is being held at the Rabb
Lecture Hall in the Boston Public Library
at 6:00 P.M. and is also cosponsored by
WestStart, a California non-profit corpo-
ration dedicated to promoting new trans-
portation technologies. 

The panel discussion will review the lat-
est innovations in bus rapid transit tech-
nologies and their potential to improve
the quality of living in our cities, with a
special focus on the MBTA’s Silver Line
project. The invited panel includes repre-
sentatives of the Boston Redevelopment
Authority, the MBTA, and private con-
sulting and design firms. 

The workshop is organized in conjunc-
tion with a national competition to
design “the bus of the future” and the sys-
tems that will integrate this new service
into the community. The competition,

which has monetary awards totaling
$100,000 as well as nonmonetary awards,
contains two related challenges. The first

challenge is to design a new vehicle plat-
form. The second section focuses on the
final design of the vehicle itself. The
competition, with a deadline of May
2001, is open to multidisciplinary teams
including industrial engineers, planners,
engineers, architects, artists, manufactur-
ers, community activists and academic

Twelve Boston Intersections Reconstruction Out to Bid 

FTA and MBTA Sponsor Bus Rapid Transit Workshop; BRT Design 
Competition to Follow

Correction: 
An error appeared in the November 2000 issue
of TRANSreport. In “Logan Airport—South
Station Shuttle Bus Service Begins Operation”
on page 3, it was incorrectly stated that only
two other direct transit services link downtown
and the airport. The MBTA bus routes
448,449, and 459 should also have been
included.

EOTC Secures Right of Way
for Future Trail
The Executive Office of Transportation
and Construction (EOTC) has purchased
a portion of the Watertown Branch rail-
road right-of-way for $1.7 million from
Guilford Transportation. The 1.3 mile sec-
tion, from School Street to Grove Street
in Watertown, will be used for a trail. In a
1996 report entitled Minuteman-Charles
River Bikeway Connector Feasibility Study,
CTPS identified this railroad right of way
as the most direct off-road connection
between the Minuteman Commuter Bike-
way and the Dr. Paul Dudley White Path
along the Charles River. EOTC expects to
transfer ownership to the Metropolitan
District Commission. Funds have been
secured for cleanup and design. The right
of way between Grove Street and the
Fresh Pond area of Cambridge is an active
freight line. This project has been strongly
supported by area legislators and by offi-
cials and citizens of Watertown. For more
information, contact Cathy Buckley Lewis
at (617) 973-7118 or cbucklewis@ctps.org.

Columbia Road and Hancock Street

Bus Rapid Transit in Pittsburgh

mailto:cbucklewis@ctps.org
mailto:iglesia@cecilgroup.com
mailto:iglesia@cecilgroup.com
mailto:fsilver@weststart.org
http://www.weststart.org
mailto:jharris@cecilgroup.com
mailto:jharris@cecilgroup.com


Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization 
State Transportation Building
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150
Boston, MA 02116

TRANSREPORT is published monthly by the Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization to disseminate information on current transportation projects and issues within the Boston
region. Comments and requests to be added or deleted from the mailing list are welcomed and should be sent either to TRANSREPORT Editor, CTPS, 10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150,
Boston, MA 02116, or to publicinformation@ctps.org. TRANSREPORT is free. The preparation of this newsletter is financed in part by grants from the Federal Highway Administra-
tion and the Federal Transit Administration.

TRANSREPORT is available in accessible formats
to people with disabilities. Contact the Central
Transportation Planning Staff Certification
Activities Group at (617) 973-7119 (voice),
(617) 973-7089 (TTY), (617) 973-8855 (fax) or 
publicinformation@ctps.org (e-mail).

MEETING CALENDAR

Tuesday, January 9
Boston MPO Sub-Signatory 2:00 P.M.
Committee 

CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150

Wednesday, January 10
Joint Regional Transportation 3:00 P.M.
Committee (JRTC)

Conference Room 6

Thursday, January 11
Boston MPO Meeting 3:00 P.M.
Endorsement of Boston MPO
Transportation Plan, 2000-2025

CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150

Wednesday, January 24
Access Advisory Committee to  1:00 P.M.
the MBTA

Conference Room 4

First Class Mail
U.S. Postage Paid 

Boston, MA
Permit No. 52233

Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation.
Additional transportation meetings open to the public are listed on the Boston MPO Web 
site, at www.ctps.org/bostonmpo/involved/meetings.

Wednesday, January 3
Central Artery Corridor Master 6:00 P.M.
Plan District Meeting, South 
Area

St. James Church
125 Harrison Avenue, Boston

Thursday, January 4
Central Artery Corridor Master 6:00 P.M.
Plan District Meeting, North
Area

Tunnel Administration Building
152 North Street, Boston

Tuesday, January 9
Massport Public Hearing on 7:00 P.M.
Proposed Tobin Toll Collection
Amendments

Chelsea High School
299 Everett Avenue, Chelsea

AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, 10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON

Thursday, January 25
Boston MPO Sub-Signatory 10:00 A.M.
Committee

CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150

The public is welcome to attend the following transportation-related meetings this month.

AT OTHER BOSTON-AREA LOCATIONS

Thursday, January 11
Bus Rapid Transit Panel 6:00 P.M.
Discussion and Public Workshop 

Rabb Lecture Hall
Boston Public Library
600 Boylston Street, Boston

more information on upcoming Central
Artery Corridor Master Plan meetings,
contact Stephen Collins at (617) 951-
6066 or at smcollin@bigdig.com.
Other Big Dig News
On December 22, a new ramp to the Ted
Williams Tunnel opened in the South
Boston neighborhood of Boston. The
new entrance to the tunnel is located at
the intersection of West Service Road,
Fargo Street and the end of the South
Boston Bypass Road. On the following
day, the original entrance to the tunnel
at D Street was closed permanently. The
new ramp is 600 feet long and located
below the surface. The Ted Williams
Tunnel was opened to all vehicles from
December 22 to January 3 in an effort to
facilitate holiday traffic.

■ Central Artery cont. from p.1 
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