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Federal Agencies Release Certification Report on Boston Transportation Planning 

The members of the Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO):  Executive Office of Transportation and Construction  •  City of Boston  •  City of Everett  •  City of 
Newton  •  City of Peabody  •  Federal Highway Administration  •  Federal Transit Administration  •  Joint Regional Transportation Committee  •  Massachusetts Bay Transporta-
tion Authority  •  Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority Advisory Board  •  Massachusetts Highway Department  •  Massachusetts Port Authority  •  Massachusetts 
Turnpike Authority  •  Metropolitan Area Planning Council  •  Town of Bedford  •  Town of Framingham  • Town of Hopkinton   

On January 16 the
Federal Highway
Administration and
Federal Transit
Administration
released the Trans-

portation Planning Certification Review
Draft Report for the Boston region.
FHWA and FTA determined that the
region’s transportation planning process
substantially meets the certification
requirements of federal law (ISTEA and
TEA-21). This certification of the
Boston Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion is conditional upon the MPO’s tak-
ing six corrective actions: 

• Unify the MPO. The review team
determined that the current arrange-
ment, in effect, provides for separate
state and local MPOs. This is inconsis-
tent with the spirit and intent of fed-
eral law, which requires a cooperative
planning process.

• Revise the Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) that governs the
MPO’s operations to address the
MPO’s role and responsibilities in
conducting transit planning and pro-
gramming. The relationship between
federal certification documents and
state-required documents, such as the
Program for Mass Transportation and
the Five-Year Capital Spending Plan,
must be identified.

• Update the MOU provision dealing
with the Statewide Road and Bridge
Program to reflect the definition in the
June 7, 2000, agreement defining that
program. The MOU provision is based
on the expectation that the state will
deliver a $400 million advertising pro-

gram annually, while the June 7 agree-
ment defines the Statewide Road and
Bridge Program as making a minimum
annual expenditure of $400 million on
construction projects.

• Update the Public Participation Plan
as prescribed by federal regulations.
The MPO made significant efforts dur-
ing the development of the Regional
Transportation Plan to increase public
outreach. A new Public Participation
Plan is necessary to formalize the out-
reach process. The plan must include a
mechanism to evaluate effectiveness.

• Establish a definition of environmen-
tal justice and measures to test the
achievement of environmental justice.
Since the certification review took
place in September, the MPO and rep-
resentatives of citizen groups with envi-
ronmental justice concerns have begun
developing both a definition and meas-
ures. The federal review team has com-
mended these actions as a positive first
step, although further work is necessary
to satisfy this requirement.

• Incorporate environmental justice
findings into an updated Regional
Transportation Plan and subsequent
Transportation Improvement Pro-
grams (TIPs). The MPO included a
chapter in the 2000–2025 Transporta-
tion Plan that incorporates the analyses
of various environmental justice meas-
ures and determines where evidence of
inequalities exists. Environmental jus-
tice will continue to be a key compo-
nent as the MPO develops the 2001
Transportation Plan and the fiscal year
2002 TIP. 

The first four corrective actions must be

taken within nine months of the issuance
of the final report, the fifth within three
months, and the sixth within one year. In
addition to requiring these actions, the
federal review team made several recom-
mendations in a variety of areas.

The draft report was based on informa-
tion gathered by the review team during
interviews with state and local officials,
an on-site review meeting with members
of the MPO, Sub-Signatory Committee,
and Central Transportation Planning
Staff, and two public meetings. The final
report will be released in March. To
obtain a copy of the draft report, contact
Scott Hamwey at (617) 973-7092 or
hamwey@ctps.org. Comments on the fac-
tual content of the report will be consid-
ered for incorporation; they must be
received by February 21. Comments on
the findings, recommendations, correc-
tive actions, or certification determina-
tion will be retained as part of the file on
this review. All comments should be sent
to Ed Silva, Federal Highway Adminis-
tration, 55 Broadway, 10th Floor, Cam-
bridge, MA 02142.



SUB-SIGNATORY COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS

At a meeting on January 9, the Boston MPO’s SSC took the
following actions:

• Recommended MPO endorsement of the 2000–2025
Transportation Plan for the Boston Region (see below). 

• Approved two work programs. The first, Ridership Forecasts for the Fairmount
Line Service Upgrade Study, establishes the Central Transportation Planning
Staff’s technical support to MBTA consultants engaged to explore various propos-
als for expanded service on the Fairmount commuter rail line that have been
raised by neighborhood groups and the MBTA Advisory Board. The CTPS com-
ponent of the study is expected to take three months. The schedule of the entire
study has yet to be determined.

The second work program is for a joint water transportation study to be conducted
by CTPS and the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Volpe Center in Cam-
bridge. The study will provide a comprehensive overview of existing and proposed
services in the Massachusetts and Cape Cod Bays, extending between Glouces-
ter/Rockport and Provincetown. It will also consider which proposed services are
most worthy of implementation. The study is expected to take approximately nine
months to complete.

• Approved the report, Congestion in the MetroWest Area: Report of the MetroWest
Subregional Area Study. This document updates and summarizes information on
current transportation activities in the MetroWest area, evaluates the potential of
selected strategies to provide genuine congestion relief in the area, and identifies
needs or problems requiring further investigation. To obtain a copy of the report,
contact Mary McShane of CTPS at (617) 973-7100 or marymcs@ctps.org.

BOSTON MPO ACTION ITEMS

The Boston MPO met on January 11 to take action on the following:

• Endorsement of the 2000–2025 Transportation Plan for the Boston Region. This
document, which outlines a long-range, financially constrained transportation
program for the region, was circulated for public review in November. It includes a
summary of all written comments received during the review period and the
MPO’s responses. It is available for downloading from the Boston MPO Web site
at www.ctps.org/bostonmpo and may also be requested by contacting the CTPS
Certification Activities group at (617) 973-7100, (617) 973-7089 (TTY), or pub-
licinformation@ctps.org. Further refinements to the Plan are expected to be com-
pleted by June and will be reported in TRANSREPORT.

• The circulation of a proposed amendment to the fiscal year 2001–2006 Trans-
portation Improvement Program for public review. The proposed amendment
makes changes to the FY 2001 transit program to reflect current project schedules.
Like the Plan, it is available for downloading from the Boston MPO Web site and
also may be requested by contacting the CTPS Certification Activities group as
described above. Written comments should be addressed to David Mohler at
CTPS, 10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150, Boston, MA 02116 or mohler@ctps.org. All
comments must be received by 5:00 P.M. on February 14.

JRTC AND AACT UPDATES

At their February meetings, the Joint Regional Transportation Committee will hold
a panel discussion on the Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality Program and the Ac-
cess Advisory Committee to the MBTA is tentatively scheduled to hear a presenta-
tion from the MBTA police department on what to do when lost or disoriented
while using the MBTA’s fixed-route service. See the calendar on page 4 for details.
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BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES Amtrak Releases Acela 
Statistics
In January Amtrak released ridership and
schedule-adherence figures for its new,
high-speed Acela service in the North-
east Corridor. The first run of the 304-
passenger train was on December 11. The
service featured one round-trip between
Boston and Washington, via New York
City, each day.

Acela carried more than 11,000 passen-
gers during December, bettering Amtrak’s
projections by 12 percent. Ticket sales for
Acela totaled $1.25 million for the
month. Despite a well-publicized mal-

function on the second day of service,
Acela trains were on time for 92 percent
of the trips. 

A second train will be added to the
Acela service at the end of February.
When the service is fully operational,
there will be 10 high-speed trains run-
ning each day, with an additional 8
Acela Regional trains. Acela Regional
trains make all stops but are an improve-
ment over the previous Metroliner serv-
ice because they are powered by electric
locomotives, which provide better accel-
eration and eliminate the need to switch
engines in New Haven, Connecticut. 

The strong start of the Acela service
gives Amtrak officials hope that the pas-
senger rail system will be fiscally inde-
pendent before federal subsidies termi-
nate in 2003. 

Acela train at South Station



CARAVAN for Commuters, at the
request of MassHighway’s planning
department, has developed a vanpool and
carpool leasing incentive targeted to
MetroWest commuters. Extensive growth
in the region has created increased traffic
congestion and delays, resulting in nega-
tive impacts on
the environment
and quality of
life in the
region. 

The Carefree Commute program is
designed to reduce congestion in the
MetroWest area. The program offers sig-
nificant cost savings through financial
incentives to MetroWest commuters who
vanpool or carpool to work. Eligible com-
muters must work in, live in, or travel
from the MetroWest area.

Benefits of the Carefree Commute
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The MBTA board of
directors voted in
January to buy 124
new low-emission
buses. The 40-foot
vehicles, which run
on compressed natu-

ral gas (CNG), will be purchased from
North American Bus Industries of Moor-
park, California, for $43.4 million. Over
the next three years, the buses will gradu-
ally replace older diesel buses in the
MBTA fleet. The new vehicles will be
stored at a new facility to be built in the
Jamaica Plain district of Boston, which
the MBTA plans to have ready by 2003.
The purchase is a step towards fulfilling
the provisions of the consent order
agreed to last year by the Executive
Office of Environmental Affairs and the
Executive Office of Transportation and
Construction. The consent order man-
dated, among other requirements, the
purchase of 358 low-emission buses by
2004.

The board of directors also voted to
design and build an electronic messaging
system to inform passengers at commuter
rail stations about delays. The board has

include less stress, saving time by accom-
plishing more during your trip, saving
money by sharing the costs with fellow
vanpool or carpool members, and saving
your personal vehicle from the wear and
tear of commuting, thereby extending
the life of your car.

Commuters work-
ing in, living in, or
traveling from the

towns of Ashland, Framingham, Hollis-
ton, Hopkinton, Hudson, Marlborough,
Natick, Northborough, Sherborn, South-
borough, Sudbury, Wayland, Wellesley,
Westborough, and Weston are eligible to
apply for this new incentive.

For more information, or to receive your
Carefree Commute enrollment kit, call
CARAVAN at 1-888-4-COMMUTE.

CARAVAN Introduces New Commute Incentive Program

allocated $5 million to build the system.

Beginning in January, the MBTA
expanded service on the Framingham/
Worcester commuter rail line. Yawkey
Station in Boston is now a regular stop
for four inbound and four outbound trips
each weekday. The station has typically
been used only during
Red Sox games at adja-
cent Fenway Park. In
addition, two new morn-
ing trains originating in
Worcester were added to
the line’s service. The
first, which leaves
Worcester at 4:55 A.M., is
a completely new run.
The second train previ-
ously originated in Fram-
ingham but now serves
the entire route. 

In the first week of Janu-
ary, the MBTA intro-
duced weekly “Combo”
passes. These $12.50 passes allow for
unlimited travel on the system’s local bus
and rapid transit system, excluding
Quincy Adams and Braintree Stations.

The passes are also valid for the first
$1.75 on multizone and express buses and
for commuter rail zones 1A and 1B. The
weekly Combo pass is valid Sunday
through Saturday. 

The passes can be purchased for the fol-
lowing week beginning on Thursday and

for the current week
through Wednesday. On
weekdays they are sold at
15 stations: Maverick,
Sullivan, Alewife, Har-
vard, Lechmere, Ken-
more, Dudley, Fields
Corner, Ashmont,
Quincy Center, Ruggles,
Forest Hills, Park Street,
Government Center, and
Haymarket. On Sundays
they are sold at all of
these stations except
Lechmere and Dudley.
For the hours they are
available on weekdays at

each station, check the MBTA Web site
at www.mbta.com or call (617) 222-3200.
On Sundays they are available from 9:00
A.M. until the end of service.

New Buses, Weekly Passes Highlight Recent MBTA Improvements

Community Meetings on
Central Artery Contract
The Central Artery/Tunnel Project is
holding a series of community meetings
to inform the public about the final
downtown-construction contract. Con-
tract C17A6 is for the work to demolish
the existing elevated artery, complete
tunnel construction, and reconstruct sur-
face streets over the tunnel. Each meet-
ing focuses on a particular section of the
artery corridor. At each meeting, an
overview of the initial schedule and traf-
fic phasing is presented by the project
engineers for the work from Kneeland
Street to Causeway Street. The first two
of the six meetings were held in January.
The remaining meetings take place in
February. See the meeting calendar on
page four for details on each meeting. For
more information, call John Romano at
(617) 951-6531. 



Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization 
State Transportation Building
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150
Boston, MA 02116

TRANSREPORT is published monthly by the Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization to disseminate information on current transportation projects and issues within the Boston
region. Comments and requests to be added or deleted from the mailing list are welcomed and should be sent either to TRANSREPORT Editor, CTPS, 10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150,
Boston, MA 02116, or to publicinformation@ctps.org. TRANSREPORT is free. The preparation of this newsletter is financed in part by grants from the Federal Highway Administra-
tion and the Federal Transit Administration.

TRANSREPORT is available in accessible formats
to people with disabilities. Contact the Central
Transportation Planning Staff Certification
Activities Group at (617) 973-7119 (voice),
(617) 973-7089 (TTY), (617) 973-8855 (fax) or 
publicinformation@ctps.org (e-mail).

MEETING CALENDAR

Tuesday, February 13
Boston MPO Sub-Signatory 11:00 A.M.
Committee 

CTPS, Suite 2150
State Transportation Building
10 Park Plaza, Boston

Boston MPO Environmental 2:00 P.M.
Justice Committee 

State Transportation Building
Conference Room 4, 2nd Floor
10 Park Plaza, Boston

Wednesday, February 14
MBTA Board of Directors 1:00 P.M.

State Transportation Building
Third Floor, Room 3910
10 Park Plaza, Boston
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Massport has released its Boston-Logan
International Airport 1999 Environmental
Status and Planning Report for review by
the Massachusetts Executive Office of
Environmental Affairs. The document
presents a snapshot of Logan Airport in
1999 compared to 1998. It also presents a
status report on Massport’s planning for
airport facilities, and on modernization,
operating efficiency, and progress on mit-
igation efforts. The document includes a
look ahead at conditions at Logan in
2015, when 37.5 million air passengers
are forecast for the airport. In 1999
Logan handled 27 million passengers.
The public comment period on this doc-
ument ends on February 7, 2001. 

Massport Releases Logan
Status Report

Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation.
Additional transportation meetings open to the public are listed on the Boston MPO Web 
site, at www.ctps.org/bostonmpo/involved/meetings.

Thursday, February 1
Final Central Artery/Tunnel 6:00 P.M. 
Project Contract C17A6:
Central Area (Congress Street 
to North Street Area)

Boston Marriott Hotel Long Wharf
296 State Street, Boston

Friday, February 2
Final Central Artery/Tunnel 8:00 A.M. 
Project Contract C17A6:
North Area (State Street to Causeway
Street Area)

Legends (West Premium entrance)
FleetCenter, Boston

Monday, February 5
Final Central Artery/Tunnel 6:00 P.M.
Project Contract C17A6:
South Area (South of Kneeland 
Street to Congress Street Area)

St. James’s Church
125 Harrison Avenue, Boston

Tuesday, February 6
Boston MPO Local TIP 2:00 P.M.
Subcommittee

Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Thursday, February 8
Final Central Artery/Tunnel 6:00 P.M.
Project Contract C17A6:
South Area (South of Kneeland 
Street to Congress Street Area)

185 Kneeland Street (1st Floor), 
Boston

Tuesday, February 27
MassHighway Public Hearing: 7:00 P.M.
Recreation Road Bridge 
Replacement over Route I-95/128 
in Weston

Weston Public Library 
Community Room
87 School Street, Weston

AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, 10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON

Joint Regional Transportation 3:00 P.M.
Committee

State Transportation Building 
Conference Center
10 Park Plaza, Boston

Thursday, February 22
Boston MPO Sub-Signatory 10:00 A.M.
Committee 

CTPS, Suite 2150
State Transportation Building
10 Park Plaza, Boston

Wednesday, February 28
Access Advisory Committee 1:30 P.M.
to the MBTA

State Transportation Building
Conference Room 4, 
Second Floor
10 Park Plaza, Boston

The public is welcome to attend the following transportation-related meetings this month.

AT OTHER BOSTON-AREA LOCATIONS


