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Thank you all very much.
Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen. It’s wonder

ful to be back in this Chamber.
This has been a year of special note in our Commonwealth’s his

tory — a year marked by great change and a year touched by sim
ple joy and profound sadness.

We have mourned the passing of one cf our great spiritual lead
ers, Cardinal Medeiros, who through the example of his own life 
taught us so much of the value of compassion and caring.

We have been saddened by the news that one of our best public 
servants will no longer be serving us in the United States Senate 
and inspired by the courage with which he has met his illness and 
the love that he feels for his family and his community.

And we have just yesterday buried the eighth son of Massachu
setts to be killed in military combat in the past year.

And yet a t the same, we have witnessed a new spirit of racial 
and social harmony in our capital city and a renewed appreciation 
for the value of neighborhood and community throughout the 
Commonwealth.

We have celebrated the arts by opening the Wang Center in 
Boston and completing a successful first year a t the Centrum in 
Worcester; and by greatly expanding our support for community 
and regional arts programs all across the Commonwealth.

We have watched a great athlete proudly close out twenty-three 
years of heroics at Fenway with grace and with dignity.

We have reflected again on the tragic events in Dallas twenty 
years ago and through that reflection rekindled a flame of concern 
and courage too long absent in much of our publiic life.

And here at the State House, with your help, we have made a 
new beginning — a good beginning — and with it engendered a 
new sense of optimism and pride in Massachusetts.

It was Robert Kennedy who wrote that “the stoiy of history is 
more than a succession of dates and events, of crises and of con
troversy. It is illuminated at its heart by the acts of its partici
pants..” For this administration and this legislature, the acts of 
1983 are ones in which we can take justifiable pride.

Twelve months ago in my inaugural address I set out four priori



ties to guide us in our first months. Together, we have begun to 
meet the challenge of each.

— For the homeless and others in our society who are in des
perate need, we have done much: over a dozen new shelters; new' 
laws; emergency assistance; food for our children; a major new 
housing program; a strong condominium conversion law; and a 
forceful stand against the Federal government when it attempted 
to deny many of our disabled citizens the assistance they need, that 
they deserve and are entitled to.

— Last January I talked about our plan for an aggressive pro
gram of economic growth and here, too, we haw made an im
portant start. We have brought business and government and or
ganized labor together to plan for the future of our older, more 
mature industries; we continue to enjoy the lowest unemployment 
rate of any industrial state in the country; we have developed and 
are working hard on economic strategies for those regions of the 
state that have been chronically distressed for years: and we have 
begun to rebuild our physical infrastructure — our roads and 
bridges and transit and water systems — so as to ensure a fair 
and lasting prosperity into the next century.

— Twelve months ago I said that safe and healthy communities 
were an indispensable part of this state’s future; and although our 
work is far from over, here, too, we have begun. Our metropolitan 
transit system is far safer today than it was a year ago. We have 
gone after drunk driving and can take pride in the fact that we 
have had the safest year on our highways in twenty-two years; we 
have, with the help of Attorney General Bellotti and the entire law 
enforcement community, begun a statewide crackdown on drug 
trafficking and auto theft; and we made good on our pledge to 
make Proposition 2 y2 work the way it was supposed to work by 
sharing a substantial percentage of our growth revenues with our 
cities and towns.

— Finally, and most importantly, I promised last January to 
work to restore integrity to state government — to reaffirm our 
citizens’ faith that theirs would be a government that was honest 
with the people it was sworn to serve. We have done much to turn 
this pledge into reality. The turmoil at Massport ended the day 
after this administration took office. The Special Office of Investi
gations has been reestablished and is hard at work. .And the State



Department of Revenue, under strong, new leadership, is well on 
its way to becoming as fine a revenue department as there is any
where in the country. I assure you, and I assure all of the citizens 
of the Commonwealth, that the spirit of integrity and vigilance 
which we have tried to bring to our state government will con
tinue this year and in all the years of this administration.

But what for me has been so extraordinary about this year is 
that we have achieved these successes not in endless pitched bat
tles both inside and outside this State House but thoughtfully and 
cooperatively, at the conference table and in the community in an 
atmosphere that could scarcely have been imagined eight years 
ago; and we have achieved much:

— the finest right-to-lcnow bill in the country;
— a bold yet sensitive plan for the Central Artery and third 

harbor tunnel;
— strong coastal protection legislation and a good beginning on 

the long overdue cleanup of Boston Harbor;
— a national strategy for solving the acid rain problem which, 

under the leadership of the Lieutenant Governor, has been recog
nized as both creative and realistic;

— an energy policy which continues to lead the nation in con
servation and efficiency;

— a new child abuse reporting law;
— a bill of rights for our handicapped citizens;
— affirmative action in the Commonwealth’s personnel policies 

that have once again brought women and minority citizens into 
state government at all levels; and

— a balanced, progressive budget with no increase in sales, in
come, or corporate taxes — and with a tax cut for 200,000 of our 
low income and elderly citizens.

These, and so many other successes, we have achieved together 
with consensus and mutual trust. And we have done so without re
treating one inch from basic principles of equity and fairness.

We have been able to accomplish all of this at a time when na
tional policies have saddled this nation with two hundred billion 
dollar deficits and interest rates that rob our young families of 
the dream of home ownership; national policies that have brought 
us closer to the brink of nuclear disaster than at any other time in



our lives; national policies that have given us the worst recession 
since the Great Depression; and that have brought economic re
covery for some and hunger and homelessness for thousands of 
others.

I hope we can change those policies and change them dramati
cally in November, and I intend to work just as hard as I can to 
make that happen. For rarely has a presidential election loomed 
as important to our future survival and the preservation of the 
principles for which this Commonwealth stands.

But while we seek to bring a sense of compassion and genuine 
understanding among all our people back into our national life, I 
believe Massachusetts has an opportunity rarely given to any state 
— an opportunity to begin to build, even in advance of the 1984 
presidential elction, a different kind of society — a society which 
brings us together with a shared sense of common purpose; a so
ciety which does not divide us by class or race or wealth; a society 
with a vision of the future which seeks to make Massachusetts an 
example of human decency and economic justice.

We are, after all, not just a state. We are a Commonwealth — 
and that is something much, much more.

For a Commonwealth is a place where people come first.
It is a place in which every man and woman who is ready and 

willing to work can look forward to a job — a job with dignity — 
a job with a future.

It is a place which builds economic strength not with tax breaks 
for the rich but through a genuine partnership of business and 
labor and government and the educational community.

It is a place where the strengths of the marketplace — and they 
are many — are blended with compassion and concern for those of 
our citizens who need our help and who need our support.

It is a place where communities and neighborhoods are central 
to our vision of the good life — communities and neighborhoods 
that are safe to walk in and attractive and accessible to all of our 
people.

And if is a place, above all, in which people take pride in who 
they are and what they are doing together, and in the Common
wealth which is theirs.

I want 1984 to be the year in which the citizens of Massachu



setts, working together, begin to create that future.
And to create that future, we must invest in it.
We must invest our talent and our resources in building and re

building the economic life support systems on which that economic 
future relies — the roads and bridges and highways and transit 
lines and ports and harbors and water systems. That is why Mass- 
bank is so important, and why we must get it up and moving this 
year.

We must invest in a criminal justice system which is a firm, 
sure, and effective deterrent to crime. And that means new sen
tencing legislation in .1984 that is both tough and fair.

We must invest in our people — in the employment and training 
program which has already put over a thousand welfare recipients 
back to work in the three short moniths it has been in operation; 
in those of our children who are being damaged and destroyed by 
abuse and neglect; and in our elderly who need and deserve decent 
health care at a price that they — and we — can afford.

We must invest in Centers of Excellence at our colleges and uni
versities, centers which will stimulate the next generation of high- 
tech industries in Massachusetts.

We have already made an ambitious start. The polymer science 
center at UMass Amherst and the Biotech Park in Worcester are 
well under way — and we are now exploring possibilities for ma
rine science at SMIJ and Woods Hole and photovoltaics in the 
northeast part of the Commonwealth.

Soon we will be making a major decision about the location of 
the new microelectronics center with the expectation that this fa
cility will be a linchpin to all these technological initiatives.

These centers can spread our high technology growth through
out Massachusetts, and they can provide crucial advancements for 
our traditional manufacturing firms to compete worldwide.

But, above all, we must invest in our schools — for it is here 
that our children’s future will be forged; it is here that the strength 
of our economy and the quality of our lives will be determined.

The Legislative Committee on Education has already done yeo
man work in developing a series of recommendations to meet these 
goals. And we will continue to work with its members and with 
all of the members of the Legislature on a thorough and cornprehen



sive program of educational reform that will make Massachusetts 
schools the best in the nation.

For as our children enter an increasingly complex world, we 
must ensure that the standards by which they are judged are high; 
the teachers whr prepare them are well trained and well paid, the 
environment in which they learn is equipped with the latest tech
nological tools; and the curriculum they pursue is rigorous and de
manding. Without this, our state will no longer maintain its unique 
economic advantage, nor will our children have the doorway of 
opportunity they need to live full and rewarding lives.

Tomorrow I expect to meet with students, parents, and teachers 
at the Dearborn Middle School in Boston where an active and in
volved community has created an environment which embodies 
much of our hope for schools throughout the Commonwealth. Over 
the next two months I’ll be visiting similar schools throughout the
state __ New Bedford High School, the New North Elementary
School in Springfield, and Elm Park Community School in Wor
cester  schools which like the Dearborn are on the cuttmg edge
of educational change.

Next Monday I will unveil a program for teacher development 
and public school improvements which will encourage our best 
young people to enter teaching as a career and will provide signifi
cant state resources for our public schools — resources which can 
provide a bright future for all of our children, not just those for
tunate enough to come from privileged families or from affluent 
suburbs.

And on February 2nd in Salem, I will chair the first of four Gov
ernor’s Conferences on Educational Excellence at which parents, 
students, teachers, and administrators and, I hope, members of the 
General Court, will learn first hand of the ambitious series of edu
cational proposals that you and I will be working on togethei in 
1984.

I am grateful to you for your support in our first twelve months 
together. No Governor has received more cooperation from a Leg
islature than has this Governor. And Mr. Speaker and Mr. Presi
dent, I am appreciative of that. No Governor has been helped by 
countless hours of assistance from business and labor and educa
tional and community leaders more than this Governor. And I will 
need your help even more as we chart this future together.



Every day, as many of you know, as I enter my office I am 
greeted by Copley’s powerful portrait of Samuel Adams. As I 
think about the challenges and the extraordinary opportunities 
that face this Commonwealth and those who are honored to lead 
it between now and the year two thousand, I am reminded of this 
proud man, who was elected Governor at the age of seventy, and 
his thoughts on the eve of another revolution more than two hun
dred years ago.

“Let us awaken,” he said, “and evince a different spirit — a 
spirit that shall inspire the people with confidence in themselves 
and their future.”

That is the spirit that is beginning to make itself felt through
out our Commonwealth. People are proud of their state once 
again; they are increasingly confident about it and about its fu
ture.

They are beginning to sense that there is something very spe
cial about us, and who we are, and where we are headed. And they 
want to be a part of it. They want to participate. They want to 
help.

So let us begin together — confident —
— confident that boldness and optimism and common purpose 

will shape our vision and our dreams;
— confident that the natural beauty which makes our Common

wealth so unique Will remain our common bond and common love;
— confident that we have it within our power to build a Com

monwealth whose hallmarks are human decency and economic jus
tice;

— and confident that, in the words of Longfellow, “we will go 
forth to meet the future without fear but with firm, courageous 
hearts.”

I welcome the help of all of you in creating this future.
Thank you all very, very much.


