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The Boston Metropolitan Planning Orga-
nization has launched a variety of public
involvement activities in the develop-
ment of this year’s Unified Planning
Work Program and Transportation

Improvement Program. These activities
have been tailored to the needs of spe-
cific audiences. 

In May, the MPO will conduct technical
seminars for highway, planning, and engi-
neering professionals of the region’s
municipalities. Four morning-long ses-
sions will be scheduled, one each in the
northern, western, southern, and central
parts of the metropolitan area. Municipal
employees will be invited to attend a ses-
sion of their choice. The major topic will
be the TIP development process. 

The Bay State Roads Program is also
offering one-day workshops at five Massa-
chusetts locations this month for profes-
sionals involved in roadway improve-
ments. (See the calendar on page 4 for
details on the ones being held in Peabody
and Worcester.) The program’s focus is
on building state and local partnerships
to develop successful highway projects. 

The MPO seminars, on the other hand,
are the first of a series that will continue
in the fall. Their purpose is to strengthen
the connection between the MPO and
local communities as well as to inform. 

For the broader public,
there will be an information
exchange in May. It will be
held at Ruggles Station dur-
ing the evening rush hour
to reach transit riders; simi-
lar events may be held at
other locations in June.
Travelers will be able to
pick up information and, if
they wish, talk with MPO
personnel about the trans-
portation planning process
and MPO work efforts,

especially the UPWP and TIP.

In addition, workshops will take place at
the regular June meetings of the eight
Metropolitan Area Planning Council
subregional groups. All citizens and local
officials in each subregion are invited to
participate in these in-depth discussions.
MPO staff and attendees will discuss
planning projects for the UPWP, as well
as the planning process and TIP develop-
ment.

As always, the Regional Transportation
Advisory Council will continue to advise
the MPO on the UPWP and TIP from
development through final approval of
the documents.

See the calendar on page four for details
on May workshops and events. Details on
June workshops will be announced on
the MPO Web site, www.bostonmpo.org,
and posted in the June TRANSREPORT.

Communities seeking election to the
Boston MPO will be represented at a
candidates’ night to be held on Thursday,
May 7, at 7:00 P.M. at Bedford Town Hall.
Four communities – Everett, Hopkinton,
Needham, and Newton – are running for
three of the six local seats on the MPO.
The other three local seats will be con-
tested next year. The May 7 event will
provide an opportunity to hear from the
candidate communities. 

The election will be held in Boston on
May 22. The Metropolitan Area Plan-
ning Council and the MBTA Advisory
Board are coordinating these election
activities on behalf of the MPO. See the
calendar on page 4 for details on both
the candidates’ night and the election.

Public Involvement Opportunities for UPWP and TIP MPO Candidates’ Night 

Correction 
The April issue of TRANSREPORT incor-
rectly states that communities in the North
Suburban Planning Council subregion are
ineligible to run in the MPO election. In
fact, it is the communities in the North
Shore Task Force subregion that are ineligi-
ble to run. 



TRANSPORTATION PLANNING & PROGRAMMING
COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS

In April the Transportation Planning and Programming
Committee approved two Central Transportation Planning

Staff work efforts: ridership forecasts for the Urban Ring environmental impact
report and Silver Line data collection for assessing the performance of the new
MBTA service.

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE
MBTA general manager Michael H. Mulhern
spoke to the Regional Transportation Advi-
sory Council at its April meeting and shared
with members his priorities for the T.
“Improving bus operations is the number one
strategic priority of the MBTA. We want to
make our program a model for the nation.
When we set this as our goal, we connect with half of the workforce and four out of
every ten of our riders, and the folks who rely most heavily on transit,” he said. He
also spoke about new bus maintenance facilities, vehicle purchases, and MBTA ini-
tiatives for improving air quality and communications.  

Mayor Michael McGlynn, Medford, hosted an Advisory Council site trip to Tele-
Com City that took place on April 3. He was joined by Mayor David Raguccci,
Everett, and Mayor Richard Howard, Malden. Members viewed the site and learned
about joint planning for its development as a commercial and telecommunications
center for the region. 

AACT UPDATE

The Access Advisory Committee to the MBTA held its annual elections this
month. The new board is composed of Jim Oliver, chair, Lynda Hoffman, vice chair,
with Elizabeth Dillard, Cheryl Ravalli, and Jim White serving as executive board
members. An added bonus at the April meeting was a presentation on the Arborway
Rail Restoration project by Barbara Boylan of the MBTA’s Design and Construction
Department, who invited AACT to designate a representative to serve on the pub-
lic advisory committee for the project.
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Central Artery/Tunnel Project officials
have announced that major milestones in
the project will be reached on October
11, October 25, November 8, and
December 10. Massachusetts Turnpike
Authority chairman Matthew J.
Amorello called these milestones “the
most significant transportation openings
in Boston since the Artery opened in the
1950s.” 

The first three milestones involve con-
nections between the Massachusetts
Turnpike and the Ted Williams Tunnel
via the Fort Point Channel tunnel. Start-
ing on October 11, motorists will be able
to drive from Route 1A southbound in
East Boston, through the Ted Williams
and Fort Point Channel tunnels to the
Massachusetts Turnpike westbound. On
October 25, the same path in the east-
bound direction will open, along with an
off-ramp for access to South Boston.

On November 8 motorists heading
northbound on I-93 from south of Boston
will have access to another Fort Point
Channel tunnel for travel to East Boston.
These motorists will also have direct
access to South Boston. Drivers coming
from the north on I-93 will not have
access to this route to East and South
Boston; the design strategy is for these
travelers to use the Sumner-Callahan
tunnel system instead.

On December 10 the northbound lanes
of the new Central Artery will open.
And on that day northbound motorists
will be able to proceed over the new
Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill Bridge.

As a celebration of these upcoming
events, on Mother’s Day, May 12, the
Zakim Bridge will be opened to public
foot traffic between noon and 5:00 P.M.
Also, guided tours of the Artery project
are available from now through October.
These tours, for which reservations are
required, take place on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 10:00 A.M.
and 1:00 P.M. Further information on
tours and the project in general can be
found at www.bigdig.com.

Upcoming Big Dig 
Milestones

The Massachusetts Insti-
tute for a New Common-
wealth (MassINC) and the
State House News Service
have recently announced a

new joint venture – www.02133.org.

This service, an encyclopedia of what is
in the news on Beacon Hill, is updated
on a daily basis to provide background
information on issues and events occur-
ring within state politics. Named after
the ZIP code of the State House, this
easy-to-navigate Web site allows users to
search by specific issues or browse general
categories. It is an excellent aid to under-
standing what is happening on Beacon

Hill and has a simple, easy-to-read for-
mat.

MassINC is a new, nonpartisan think
tank dedicated to creating innovative
ideas to promote economic well-being
and civic participation in Massachu-
setts. The State House News Service is
an independent, privately owned wire
service covering Massachusetts state
government in depth. 

For more information on MassINC, visit
www.massinc.org. For more information
on the State House News Service,
visit.www.statehousenews.com. 

New State House News Service Available

“Improving bus operations is the number
one strategic priority of the MBTA. We
want to make our program a model for
the nation.”

Michael H. Mulhern, MBTA general
manager

http://www.02133.org
http://www.massinc.org
http://www.statehousenews.com
http://www.bigdig.com
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In April the MBTA celebrated the 25th
anniversary of its door-to-door paratransit
service, The RIDE. The service began in
1977, using two lift-equipped vehicles,
covering an area of 12 square miles, and
in its first year providing approximately
9,000 trips. It now has a fleet of over 400
vehicles, a service area of 729 square
miles taking in 62 cities and towns, and

over 55,000 registered customers. 

Operated by the MBTA’s Office for
Transportation Access, The RIDE has a
budget of approximately $28 million. Pri-
vate contractors provide the service,
employing over 530 personnel.

The RIDE has become nationally recog-
nized for its service quality, efficiency,

and innovations. Acting secre-
tary of transportation and
MBTA chairman James H.
Scanlan commended the efforts
of the Office for Transportation
Access: “These employees day
in and day out work to improve
the efficiency of a service that
directly affects the quality of life
of its customers.” MBTA general
manager Michael H. Mulhern
praised RIDE operators “who
have an understanding of how
much their customers rely on

MBTA Marks The RIDE’s 25 Years of Service 

Construction of a new Terminal A at
Logan Airport will begin this summer.
Early last month, airlines began relocat-
ing out of Terminal A to other locations
within the airport to allow for the shut-
down and demolition of the facility. 

Constructed in 1969, Terminal A was
designed by
Minoru
Yamasaki, the
architect of
the World
Trade Center
in New York
City. Logan’s
oldest termi-
nal, it has of
late been the
airport’s
fourth-
busiest. It is 462,000 square feet in size,
houses 12 gates, and most recently has
been home to five air carriers. The new
Terminal A will be 540,000 square feet in
size, house 18 gates, and be used solely by
Delta Airlines. Delta, which currently
has service scattered throughout the air-

port, is financing the $480 million con-
struction project with tax-exempt special
facility bonds. The new terminal is
expected to be completed in 2005.

The construction plan originally called
for the new terminal to be built around
the existing one before demolition

occurred.
However, a
decision by
airport and
airline offi-
cials to
demolish the
existing
structure first
has shaved
$20 million
and more
than nine

months of construction time off the proj-
ect. 

Three air carriers have already moved
from Terminal A: Delta’s shuttle, which
is now at Terminal B, and Midwest

Five Airlines Relocate for Terminal A Reconstruction at
Logan Airport

On May 22 the Boston Metropolitan
Planning Organization will cosponsor a
Boston College Citizens Seminar with
the Metropolitan Area Planning Council
and numerous other public and private
organizations to launch a large-scale pub-
lic process to develop a sustainable
regional growth strategy. The process will
incorporate unprecedented outreach and
visibility in combination with the pre-
mier technical analysis and modeling
necessary to understand the implications
of alternative future growth patterns. 

Building on recent efforts by the Boston
Society of Architects, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the Boston
Foundation, the Massachusetts Executive
Office of Environmental Affairs, and oth-
ers, MAPC will facilitate the Sustainable
Regional Growth Strategy process by
partnering with municipalities and criti-
cal stakeholders in our region. To date
the Council has secured the support of
numerous business, environmental, labor,
and faith-based groups.

The May 22 kickoff event, to be hosted
by the Boston College Citizens Seminar
(see the calendar on page 4 for time and
location), will have over 400 attendees,
including representatives from key groups
with a stake in the future of the Boston
region. The keynote speaker will be Peter
Calthorpe, architect, lecturer, and author
of The Regional City. Mr. Calthorpe will
speak on new approaches in regional
planning processes. 

Seminar on Sustainable
Regional Growth Strategy

the RIDE service. Whether it’s transport-
ing a customer to work, the doctor’s, a
friend’s or relative’s house, the market, a
social event, these operators work for the
customer.”

More information on The RIDE can be
obtained at www.mbta.com or by calling
the MBTA at (617) 222-5000.

■ Terminal A Relocations cont. on p. 4 

http://www.mbta.com


MEETING CALENDAR

Thursday, May 2 
Boston MPO Transportation 10:00 A.M.
Planning and Programming
Committee Work Session

MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150

Wednesday, May 8
Regional Transportation 3:00 P.M.
Advisory Council 

Conference Room 1

Thursday, May 9
MBTA Board of Directors 1:00 P.M.

Conference Room 2/3

Thursday, May 16 
Boston MPO Transportation 10:00 A.M.
Planning and Programming
Committee

MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150

Wednesday, May 22
Access Advisory Committee 1:00 P.M.
to the MBTA (AACT)

Conference 4

AT OTHER BOSTON-AREA LOCATIONS

Tuesday, May 7
Bay State Roads 8:00 A.M.–3:00 P.M.
Program: Developing 
Successful Projects

Holiday Inn, Peabody
1 Newbury Street, Peabody
Contact Chris Ahmadjian at (413) 545-5403
to reserve space.

MPO Election Candidates’ Night 7:00 P.M.
Bedford Town Hall
10 Mudge Way, Bedford

Tuesday, May 21
Boston MPO Information 4:30–6:30 P.M.
Exchange

Ruggles Station Concourse 
MBTA Orange Line/Commuter Rail
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Express and Cape Air, which are now at
Terminal C. This month, Continental
Airlines will migrate to Terminal C and
Frontier Airlines will move its Denver
flight to a location yet to be determined.

The replacement of Terminal A is part of
a $4 billion revamping of Logan Airport.
A major purpose of the overhaul is to
create a more efficient layout featuring
new roadways, improved pedestrian con-
nections, and expanded parking areas. As
of last month, 70 percent of the work was
complete.

More information for travelers on the
effects of construction projects at Logan
can be obtained at www.massport.com or
by calling 800-23-LOGAN.

AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION
BUILDING, 10 PARK PLAZA, 
BOSTON

Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please
call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. Additional
transportation meetings open to the public are listed
on the Boston MPO Web site, at www.bostonmpo.
org.

The public is welcome to attend the following 
transportation-related meetings this month. A photo
ID is usually required for access to meeting
locations.

■ Terminal A Relocations cont. from p. 3 

Wednesday, May 22
Two events at the Swissotel, 1 Avenue
DeLafayette, Boston:
Boston College Citizens 7:30–11:00 A.M.
Seminar: Developing Strategies for
Sustainable Regional Growth

Contact MAPC at (617) 451-2770 to reserve
space. 
Boston MPO Election and 12:00 P.M.
MAPC Spring Meeting

Thursday, May 23
Bay State Roads 8:00 A.M.–3:00 P.M.
Program: Developing 
Successful Projects

Beechwood Hotel
363 Plantation Street, Worcester
Contact Chris Ahmadjian at (413) 545-5403
to reserve space.

Wednesday, May 29
Boston MPO TIP Seminar TBA*
for Municipal Officials

Randolph Town Hall
41 South Main Street, Randolph
Contact Pam Wolfe at (617) 973-7141 or
pamwolfe@ctps.org to reserve space.

Thursday, May 30
Boston MPO TIP Seminar TBA*
for Municipal Officials

Peabody Town Hall
24 Lowell Street, Peabody
Contact Pam Wolfe at (617) 973-7141 or
pamwolfe@ctps.org to reserve space.

Wednesday, June 5
Inner Core Subregional Meeting: 10:00 A.M.
TIP and UPWP Development

Metropolitan Area Planning Council
60 Temple Place, Boston 

* Morning sessions, times to be announced. Two
additional Boston MPO TIP seminars for
municipal officials will be scheduled for May.
Contact Pam Wolfe at (617) 973-7141 or 
pamwolfe@ctps.org for further details and to
reserve space.

http://www.massport.com
mailto:pamwolfe@ctps.org
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