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Transportation Authority Advisory Board  •  Massachusetts Highway Department  •  Massachusetts Port Authority  •  Massachusetts Turnpike Authority  •  Metropolitan Area
Planning Council  •  Regional Transportation Advisory Council •  Town of Bedford  •  Town of Framingham  • Town of Hopkinton   

This month and in December, workshops
will be held at which municipal officials
and staff of the Boston Met-
ropolitan Planning Organi-
zation will discuss a draft set
of criteria for use in the
selection of projects for the Transporta-
tion Improvement Program. The officials
in charge of highway and transit projects
in the region’s 101 cities and towns have
been invited to attend the workshops
which are being held at eight Metropoli-
tan Area Planning Council subregional
meetings. (See the calendar on page 4 for
details.)

The TIP is a document developed annu-
ally by the MPO with the participation
of transportation agencies, MPO commu-
nities, advisory groups, and interested cit-

izens. It programs funding over a three-
year period to implement federal and

state roadway projects and
federally funded transit

projects. 

The draft criteria are
the product of the

MPO’s effort, which has
been ongoing for more

than a year, to develop an evaluation
tool that will make the project selection
process more objective and transparent.
The criteria are expected to be useful
both to the MPO, which must consider
many more candidate projects than can
possibly be funded, and to MPO commu-
nities, which will have better informa-
tion available to help them develop proj-
ect submissions. 

The draft set of criteria, which was used
on a pilot basis to help develop the fiscal
years 2003–08 TIP, is based upon a three-
step process:

• As a threshold requirement, all proj-
ects are required to be consistent with
the Regional Transportation Plan and,
if applicable, other regional and
statewide plans (for example, the Pro-
gram for Mass Transportation or the
Statewide Bicycle Plan). 

• For evaluation purposes, projects are
segregated by type. For example, arte-
rial highway projects are judged against
each other, but not against enhance-
ment projects. An evaluation process
has been developed for each project

Municipal Officials to Review MPO’s Draft Project-Selection Criteria for TIP

Groundwork Being Laid for Next Federal Surface Transportation Bill

established a program for funding projects
that mitigate congestion or improve air
quality. TEA-21 continued and enhanced
these themes of ISTEA. 

The U.S. Department of Transportation is
working with Congress and with state and
local officials to prepare for the reautho-
rization of surface transportation programs
upon the expiration of TEA-21. The
Massachusetts Executive Office of Trans-
portation and Construction has created a
task force on the reauthorization com-
posed of representatives from both the
public and private sectors of the highway,
transit, construction, and public policy
fields. This task force meets regularly and
will work with the Massachusetts congres-
sional delegation to help make the case
for the commonwealth’s needs and ideas.
The task force is providing the MPO’s

The Transportation Equity Act for the
21st Century (TEA-21) authorized fed-
eral surface transportation programs,
including both highway and transit, for
the six-year period that will end on Sep-
tember 30, 2003. It allocates $32 billion
annually. Work is proceeding to develop
the bill that will succeed TEA-21 and
reauthorize the programs. 

TEA-21 is successor to the Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act
(ISTEA) of 1991, a breakthrough bill
that allowed transit authorities to make
use of funds that formerly were restricted
to highway projects and allowed highway
departments to make use of funds that
formerly were restricted to transit proj-
ects. This flexibility in programming
encouraged a more intermodal approach
to transportation planning. ISTEA also

Transportation Planning and Program-
ming Committee with updates on the
status of the new legislation. Further
information on TEA-21 and the reautho-
rization process may be found at
www.tea3.org. 

■ TIP Criteria cont. on p. 4 

http://www.tea3.org


TRANSPORTATION PLANNING & PROGRAMMING
COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS

The Boston MPO’s Transportation Planning and Program-
ming Committee approved three work programs in October

for work to be conducted by the Central Transportation Planning Staff:

• A new long-range Regional Transportation Plan for the Boston region will be
developed over the next 11 months. The new Plan will have input from munici-
pal, state, and federal officials and from interested groups and citizens whose par-
ticipation will be encouraged through a public outreach process. This Plan will be
the first to incorporate the results of a systems-level environmental justice analy-
sis. Progress reports on Plan development and announcements of opportunities for
public involvement will be announced monthly in TRANSREPORT. 

• Monitoring of the Route I-93 and Southeast Expressway general-purpose and
high-occupancy-vehicle lanes will continue for 2002–03. The purpose of this
work, which is required by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) and has been ongoing since 1998, is to document the performance
and air quality benefits of the HOV lanes. 

• A study of the projected ridership, travel time, and air quality benefits associated
with a Red Line–Blue Line connector will soon be underway. Completion of the
connector by 2012 is a legal commitment made in 1990 under the DEP’s State
Implementation Plan. The study will assess the impacts of the proposed Airport
Intermodal Transit Connector, the Silver Line, and other improvements that were
not in the picture when the Red–Blue connector was originally evaluated. The
study is expected to take seven months to complete.

The Planning and Programming Committee also approved changes to National
Highway System designations that had been recommended by MassHighway and
transmitted to the Federal Highway Administration. The 19 newly designated facili-
ties in the Boston region, which will now be eligible to receive NHS funding, are
mostly access roads to transit stations.

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE

The Advisory Council held a panel discussion on MassHighway’s draft Community
Roadway Improvement Program and the work of the MassHighway Design Issues
Working Group. This task force is developing guidelines for addressing historic
preservation, local character, and “Main Street” issues in planning and designing
local roadway maintenance projects. MassHighway is considering a pilot program to
test the application of the new guidelines. The Council also adopted the recommen-
dations of the Membership Committee reestablishing clear procedures for maintain-
ing active membership and adding new members. The new process provides for
annual affirmation of membership, annual appointment of designees and alternates,
and pro-active procedures for encouraging participation. 

ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA UPDATE

In October AACT was presented with an award recognizing its longstanding leader-
ship in promoting accessibility. The award was given by Partners in Transportation
in conjunction with its first-time celebration of Disability Employment Awareness
Month. Plans for a celebration of AACT’s 25th anniversary have been finalized.
Robert Prince, vice president of DMJM Harris, will be the guest speaker at a dinner
to be held on Thursday, November 21, at the Holiday Inn in Brookline. Reserva-
tions for the dinner, which costs $25.50, must be made by November 15. To make a
reservation, contact AACT Coordinator Janie Guion at (617) 973-7507 (tele-
phone), (617) 973-7089 (TTY), or guion@ctps.org. 
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BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES

In September the Massachusetts Turn-
pike Authority launched a Web-based
rebate service that facilitates the process
for applying for the commonwealth of
Massachusetts’s fuel tax rebate.

The purpose of the rebate is to reimburse
those who would otherwise be taxed
twice for roadway maintenance, once
when they pay the 21-cents-per-gallon
sales tax on fuel purchases and again
when they pay tolls on Massachusetts
Turnpike facilities. 

While the state legislature recognized the
problem of double taxing when the turn-
pike was established and provided a way

for users to receive a
rebate, the docu-
mentation and fil-
ing process is so
cumbersome that
few people file for

it. For instance, only 17 people applied
for the rebate in 1998. 

The new service, TurnpikeRebate.com,
which costs $14.95 a year to use, is
designed to ease the task of recording fuel
purchase and toll payment information.
The data entered is encrypted and stored
on a secure server for the protection of
users. The service will also calculate the
rebate a user is qualified to receive and
fill out the required state form, GT-9T. 

Anyone interested in using the service
may log onto www.TurnpikeRebate.com
or call toll free (877) 4 GAS TAX. More
information may also be requested by e-
mailing the service at info@turnpike
rebate.com.

Web-Based Fuel-Tax-Rebate 
Service Available 

http://www.turnpikerebate.com
mailto: info@turnpikerebate.com
mailto info@turnpikerebate.com
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The Massachusetts Port Authority (Mass-
port) announced on October 8 that U.S.
Senators Edward Kennedy and John
Kerry and Congressman Michael
Capuano have helped secure a $1 million
Economic Development Administration
grant for improvements at the ship-
yard in East Boston. Boston Mayor
Thomas M. Menino and other local
elected officials welcomed the grant,
which will be matched by Massport
funds. Combined, the funds will pay
for the renovation of a dilapidated
industrial structure, Building 23/33,
at the shipyard and the purchase of a
high-capacity boatlift. 

These investments are part of the
proposed $100 million Roseland/
SeaChain redevelopment and revi-
talization of Massport-owned property in
East Boston that is planned to include
housing on Pier One, an enhanced and
expanded marina, and a modern working
shipyard. Massport selected
Roseland/SeaChain to redevelop the
waterfront because of their strong mar-
itime expertise and willingness to address
community concerns.

“I am so pleased that we were able to
work together and win this funding to

help rebuild the East Boston waterfront,”
Kennedy said. “By making vital invest-
ments like the Roseland/SeaChain devel-
opment, we can ensure that the Boston
waterfront will continue to be an integral
part of the region’s prosperous future.” 

“This is an important investment in the
future of the Boston waterfront,” stated
Kerry. “Boston’s port is a critical part of
the region’s economic engine, and this
funding will help ensure that we have a
world-class port infrastructure as well as a
clean and vibrant waterfront.” 

Currently, Building 23/33 in the East
Boston shipyard is closed due to its poor
general condition. Under the proposal,
the building would be completely reha-

bilitated and nearly 20,000 square feet
would become available for industrial
uses such as shipbuilding and ship main-
tenance and repair. The high-capacity
boatlift that would be purchased would
greatly enhance the shipyard’s ability to

handle the simultaneous repair of
multiple vessels. Upon completion of
this project, the shipyard would be the
only facility in Boston Harbor able to
accommodate the hauling and repair-
ing of tugs, Coast Guard vessels, har-
bor ferries, and other small to
medium-sized commercial vessels. It is
estimated that 100 jobs would be
retained or created with this invest-
ment in ship repair and maintenance. 

Said Capuano, “These funds will help
improve a section of the Boston

waterfront badly in need of revitalization.
Upon completion, this area will be trans-
formed into a vibrant working marina for
ship maintenance and repair, resulting in
the creation of new jobs.” 

“This grant will mean great things for
East Boston,” Menino said. “It will allow
the neighborhood to preserve a healthy
mix of uses by promoting port-related
and recreational activities, as well as cre-
ating much-needed housing at Pier One.”

East Boston Waterfront Receives $1 Million Grant for Port Facilities

USDOT Launches New Freight Analysis Database
The secretary of the U.S.

Department of Trans-
portation, Norman Y.
Mineta, announced on

October 3 the release of a
database and analytical tool intended to
improve the management of freight
movement across the country. Called the
Freight Analysis Framework (FAF), it is
designed to help in the areas of planning,
operations, and decision-making. The
tool was developed in a collaborative
effort of the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration, the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion, the Federal Maritime Administra-
tion, the Bureau of Transportation Statis-
tics, and the Secretary’s Office of Inter-
modalism.

“The smooth flow of freight in the
United States and across its borders is

vital to our economy,” Secretary Mineta
said. “The Freight Analysis Framework
underscores the importance of freight
movements to the nation’s economy by
providing government and the private
sector with a valuable tool for analyzing
the relationship between moving freight
and congestion relief.”

The FAF translates economic forecasts
for 2010 and 2020 into transportation
demand and then assigns that demand to
the intermodal transportation network. It
addresses both domestic and interna-
tional trade flows and covers  the four
major modes: highway, rail, water, and
air. Using this tool, state and local gov-
ernment and the private sector can deter-
mine which transportation corridors will
become heavily congested in the future
and can better plan how to alleviate

these bottlenecks.

The Department of Transportation esti-
mates that by 2020 the nation’s trans-
portation system will each year be han-
dling cargo valued at almost $30 trillion,
compared with $9 trillion today. The vol-
ume will have increased by nearly 70 per-
cent over the current level of 15 billion
tons. The department also says that
international freight volumes are growing
even faster than domestic volumes and
will almost double by 2020. Increases in
freight movement are already adding to
congestion and inefficiency throughout
the transportation system.

Additional information on the FAF is
available on the Web site of the Office of
Freight Management and Operations, at
www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/freight.
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Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please
call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. Additional
transportation meetings open to the public are listed
on the Boston MPO Web site, at www.bostonmpo.
org.
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type, assessing factors such as the con-
dition of the infrastructure, safety
issues, and mobility needs, as well as
other issues of regional, subregional, or
local concern. 

• The relative readiness of a project is
used both to limit the number of proj-
ects under consideration (only those at
or beyond the 25% design stage are
considered) and to determine which
projects are eligible for programming in
the first year of the TIP.

The MPO is looking forward to hearing
the comments of municipal professionals
on the draft criteria. It will refine the cri-
teria in response to the feedback received
at the workshops.

MEETING CALENDAR

Wednesday, November 6
Boston MPO Environmental 10:00 A.M.
Justice Committee

MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150
Thursday, November 7 

Boston MPO Transportation 10:00 A.M.
Planning and Programming
Committee Work Session

MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150
Wednesday, November 13

Regional Transportation 3:00 P.M.
Advisory Council 

Conference Room 1
Wednesday, November 20

Access Advisory Committee 1:00 P.M.
to the MBTA (AACT)

Conference Room 2
Thursday, November 21

Boston MPO Transportation 10:00 A.M.
Planning and Programming
Committee

MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150
Call (617) 222-5179 for date 

MBTA Board of Directors 1:00 P.M.
Conference Room 2/3

AT OTHER BOSTON-AREA LOCATIONS

Tuesday, November 5
Charles River Basin Community 6:30 P.M.
Meeting

EF Center 
1 Education Street, Cambridge

Wednesday, November 6
MBTA Community Meeting: 7:00 P.M.
Arborway Restoration

Agassiz Community School
20 Child Street, Jamaica Plain

Tuesday, November 19
Central Artery Environmental 3:00 P.M.
Oversight Committee Meeting: 
The Boston Parking Freeze

Hale and Dorr, 26th Floor
60 State Street, Boston

AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING,
10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON

The public is welcome to attend the following 
transportation-related meetings. A photo ID is usu-
ally required for access to meeting locations.

■ TIP Criteria cont. from p. 1 

MPO TIP CRITERIA WORKSHOPS

Workshops to review the Boston MPO’s draft
Transportation Improvement Program project-
selection criteria will be held in cooperation with
MAPC subregions.

Wednesday, November 13
North Suburban Planning 8:30 A.M.
Council 

Wakefield Town Hall
1 Lafayette Street, Wakefield

Thursday, November 14
North Shore Task Force 8:30 A.M.

Salem Town Hall Annex
120 Washington Street, Salem

Tuesday, November 19
Minuteman Advisory Group 1:30 P.M.
on Interlocal Coordination

Bedford Town Hall
10 Mudge Way, Bedford

Wednesday, November 20
Three Rivers Interlocal 4:00 P.M.
Council

Milton Town Hall
525 Canton Avenue, Milton

Thursday, November 21
SouthWest Advisory 3:00 P.M.
Planning Committee 

Sherborn Town Hall
19 Washington Street, Sherborn

Tuesday, December 3 
South Shore Coalition 11:00 A.M.

Hingham Town Hall
210 Central Street, Hingham

Wednesday, December 4
Inner Core Committee 10:00 A.M. 

MAPC Offices
60 Temple Place, Boston

Wednesday, December 18
MetroWest Growth 2:30 P.M.
Management Committee

Framingham Town Hall
Memorial Building

www.bostonmpo.org
www.bostonmpo.org
mailto: publicinformation@ctps.org

