
TRANS R E P O R T

MPO activities update  . . . . . . . . . . 2

“Talk Transit” meeting  . . . . . . . . . . 2

October planning events  . . . . . . . . . 3

Fast Lane discount  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Final MPO documents  . . . . . . . . . .  3

Meeting calendar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE

The 2003 Boston MPO Congestion Man-
agement System (CMS) is a federally
mandated program for the ongoing col-
lection and assessment of transportation-
system-performance data on all travel
modes in the region’s 101 cities and
towns. The information is used in trans-
portation decision-making at the federal,
state, and local levels. 

In the past two years, as part of the CMS
effort, the Central Transportation Plan-
ning Staff (CTPS) has gathered new
travel-speed data on many regionally sig-
nificant arterial roadways, observed the
use of park-and-ride lots at transit sta-
tions, and begun evaluating bicycle
mobility.

During October and November, CTPS
will be showcasing the CMS at meetings
of the Metropolitan Area Planning
Council’s eight subregional groups. The
purpose of these meetings will be to pres-
ent the results and preliminary products
of the CMS, and to discuss key trans-
portation problems or concerns with
local officials. A recap of these discus-
sions will be provided to the Boston
MPO’s Transportation Planning and Pro-
gramming Committee and will be
included in the forthcoming CMS report.

See the meeting calendar on page four
for details on meetings to be held this
month.

Local Meetings Scheduled
on the CMS Update

In September, the MBTA celebrated the
opening of the new MBTA bus terminal
adjacent to the commuter rail parking
garage in Lynn, and the completion of
the Atlantic Avenue headhouse at
Aquarium Station in Boston. The com-
pletion of
these two
facilities is
part of an
aggressive
plan by the
MBTA to
improve all
modes of
public trans-
portation in
the Boston
region.

Several months ago, MBTA officials met
with Lynn officials, including Mayor
Clancy, State Senator Thomas M.
McGee, and State Representatives
Robert F. Fennell and Steven M. Walsh,
to address property improvements and
maintenance of the bus facility. Secretary
of Transportation Daniel A. Grabauskas
and MBTA General Manager Michael H.
Mulhern responded, and, in partnership
with the City of Lynn, succeeded in
meeting the goal of providing convenient
intermodal transportation services to the
greater Lynn community by September
2003.

The new Lynn bus terminal creates an
intermodal connection between the
MBTA’s bus and commuter rail systems
and includes new features such as
benches, shelters, improved lighting,
sidewalks, signage, and interior garage
improvements.

Also in September, the MBTA officially
opened the Atlantic Avenue headhouse
of Aquarium Station, marking the com-
pletion of a seven-year project to com-
pletely rehabilitate this key Blue Line
station. The $72 million Aquarium Sta-

tion refurbishment began in
1996. In October 2001, the
entranpces providing access to
the station from State Street
were opened. During the year

immediately preceding the opening of
the two State Street entrances, the entire
station was closed in order to expedite
construction, leading to the overall com-
pletion of the station this year instead of
in 2004. 

MBTA Celebrates New Intermodal Facility and 
Completion of Aquarium Station

Standing (l to r) at Aquarium Station: Trans-
portation Secretary Daniel Grabauskas,
MBTA General Manager Michael Mulhern,
House Majority Leader Salvatore DiMasi,
and New England Aquarium’s Chief Oper-
ating Officer Walter Flaherty

MBTA General Manager Michael Mulhern at Lynn
intermodal facility opening

■ MBTA Facility Openings cont. on p. 4
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On  September 16 the Central Artery
Environmental Oversight Committee
held its third “Talk Transit” meeting. The
speakers were Douglas Foy, Chief of
Commonwealth Development, and
Michael Mulhern, General Manager of
the Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority. The discussion focused on the
Central Artery/Tunnel Project transit
commitments in the context of trans-
portation policies, plans, priorities, and
funding.  

Mr. Foy listed his office’s priorities as the
improvement of mobility for all citizens,
an emphasis on transit-oriented develop-
ment, and a financially stable MBTA.
He highlighted the need to build on for-
ward funding using additional new strate-
gies. He solicited creative ideas and
aggressive advocacy in support of transit
in the Boston region.  

Mr. Mulhern described the positive cul-
ture shift of the MBTA under the forward
funding legislation. He also provided an
overview of the status of the Central
Artery/Tunnel transit commitments.  He
cited the replacement of the bus fleet
with new, low-pollution vehicles as an
example of the progress the MBTA is
making. In 2001 the fleet released 90
tons of pollutants; by 2004 it will release
only 11 tons annually.

BOSTON MPO AND TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
AND PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS

Upon the recommendation of its Transportation Planning
and Programming Committee, the Boston Metropolitan

Planning Organization endorsed three documents on September 11 for transmittal
to the Federal Highway Administration and the Federal Transit Administration:

• The 2004–25 Transportation Plan and Air Quality Conformity Determination.

• The fiscal years 2004–08 Transportation Improvement Program and Air Quality
Conformity Determination.

• The fiscal year 2004 Unified Planning Work Program.

Approval of these documents, all of which went into effect on October 1, is the cul-
mination of a planning process that began last spring and included numerous oppor-
tunities for public input both during their development and during the 30-day pub-
lic review period for the draft documents. See the related article on page 3 for infor-
mation on how to obtain copies of the final documents. 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE

At the September meeting of the Advisory Council, Phil Hodge of the MetroWest
Growth Management Committee was elected chair of the Council and Jeff Levine
of Somerville’s Office of Housing and Community Development was elected vice
chair for the upcoming year. Mr. Hodge is looking forward to helping the MPO with
its process and its public involvement activities. He is stepping up from the office of
vice chair as Richard Canale ends his term as chair. 

In addition, Clinton Bench, Manager of Transit Service Planning at the Central
Transportation Planning Staff (CTPS),  and CTPS planner Steven Santa Maria
gave an update to members on the progress of the Suburban Transit Opportunities
Study currently underway. The study seeks answers to the question, “What makes a
suburban transit service successful?” They discussed their work in gathering informa-
tion and developing recommendations and guidelines. A draft report is due this fall. 

The Council tours last month included a visit to the Central Artery/Tunnel Vent
Building #5 and the Central Artery Control Center, where state-of-the-art technol-
ogy is in place to monitor the safety and traffic flow of the entire Central Artery
project area, including the Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill Bridge and the approach
to the Ted Williams Tunnel.  In addition, Ann Hershfang, president of WalkBoston,
guided a walk along the Southwest Corridor Park.  Members learned about the his-
tory of the park, including its creation as a result of citizen activism and its preserva-
tion as a corridor for transit rather than highway use. Allan Morris of the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recreation (formerly MDC) also provided useful insights
and information. 

ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA (AACT) UPDATE

In September AACT Chairman Jim Oliver finalized the group’s executive board for
2003 through 2005. The voting members of the new board are Jim Oliver, Elizabeth
Dillard, and April Maselli. The nonvoting members are Dennis Poselli and Mike 
Warshawsky.

Members heard a presentation on Kenmore Station by the MBTA Construction
Directorate about accessibility plans for people with disabilities and other improve-
ments. In addition to new elevators, raised platforms, wheelchair ramps, and tactile
warning strips, the plans provide for improved pedestrian safety, traffic-calming
measures, and the planting of over 80 trees. 
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October Events Offer Opportunities for Participation in Planning and Visioning 

World Premiere of the Film 
“Boston . . . A City in Bloom”

The first public showing of the prelimi-
nary designs for the Rose Kennedy
Greenway parks is set for Thursday Octo-
ber 16, 2003, at 5:45 P.M. in John Han-
cock Hall at the corner of Berkeley and
Stuart Streets in Boston’s Back Bay.

This is the third in a series of public
forums on the Greenway and the Central
Artery/Tunnel Project’s park designs for
Chinatown, the Wharf District, and the
North End. There will be a discussion
with the three design teams on the unify-
ing themes and linkages among the three
park districts and between the Rose
Kennedy Greenway and other public
open space in Boston.

Part of the presentation will be a film
showing the future look of downtown
Boston with the Central Artery removed,
and a computer-generated virtual tour of
the parks and new buildings.

For more information, or to request
translation services for the event,  call
617-951-6400.

“Moving Together 2003”

. . . is the name of this year’s statewide
bicycle and pedestrian conference, which
will be held on Wednesday, October 22,
in Worcester. A consortium of state
agencies, including EOTC and
MassHighway, are sponsoring the event.
Commissioner Cogliano will be one of
the speakers to welcome attendants at
9:00 A.M. and Secretary Grabauskas is the
featured luncheon speaker. 

There will be three concurrent
sessions held

throughout the day,
for a total of nine ses-
sions. These will cover a
wide range of topics, including safe road
design for pedestrians and bicyclists, traf-
fic safety messages, bicycle messenger
injuries, walkable-community workshops,
and regional trail projects. The last ses-
sions will end at 3:45 P.M. 

Registration for the day, including a con-
tinental breakfast and lunch, costs $30.
Further information and on-line registra-
tion are available at www.ecs.umass.edu/
baystate_roads/.

Boston College Citizens Seminar

On the morning of October 29, join a
broad array of people from across metro-
politan  Boston to share your thoughts
and launch the first stage of the Regional
Vision and Growth Strategy project, an
initiative to preserve and enhance all
that makes the Boston region a wonder-
ful place to call home.

The seminar will be held from 8:00 A.M.
to 11:30 A.M. at the Hyatt Regency Hotel
in downtown Boston and will include a
complimentary breakfast buffet. Partici-
pants will explore what they like about
their community and the metropolitan
Boston region,  as well as what they
think needs to be changed.

The keynote speaker will be Angela
Glover Blackwell, President of Poli-
cyLink, a national non-
profit organization
that focuses on
issues of
regional, eco-
nomic, and
social equity.

For more informa-
tion or to RSVP,
contact Andrea Hurwitz of
MAPC at ahurwitz@mapc.org.

FAST LANE Discount Extended for Another Year 
Final MPO Documents
Available 

The Massachusetts Turnpike Authority’s
board of directors voted unanimously in
September to extend its commuter dis-
count program for FAST LANE cus-
tomers for another year, through the end
of 2004. 

“I am very happy we are able to continue
offering this discount program to our
loyal customers,” said Turnpike Authority
Chairman Matthew J. Amorello, follow-
ing the Turnpike board’s monthly meet-
ing. “By making sound strategic business
decisions, we have the funds available to
offset the cost of this program for another
year, meaning important savings for our
patrons.” 

Instituted last summer, the discount pro-
gram saves FAST LANE customers 25
cents at tollbooths on the Boston Exten-
sion and 50 cents each time they go
through the Sumner or Ted Williams
Tunnel. The program, which costs the
Turnpike between $10 million and $12
million to implement, will be reviewed
each year and extended if funds allow. 

For more information about, or to join,
the FAST LANE program, visit
www.mtafastlane.com.

Final versions of the Boston MPO’s
recently endorsed 2004–25 Regional
Transportation Plan, FY 2004–08 Trans-
portation Improvement Program, and FY
2004 Unified Planning Work Program
will be available by October 10 on CD or
in the format of your request. The docu-
ments may also be downloaded from the
Boston MPO Web site at www.
bostonmpo.org. In addition, CDs of the
documents will be sent to local libraries.
To request the documents, call (617)
973-7100 or e-mail
publicinformation@bostonmpo.org. CD
versions will be sent unless another for-
mat is requested. 

www.ecs.umass.edu/baystate_roads/
mailto: ahurwitz@mapc.org
www.mtafastlane.com
mailto: publicinformation@bostonmpo.org
http://www.ecs.umass.edu/baystate_roads
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The Aquarium Station project incorpo-
rated a platform extension to accommo-
date six-car trains, overall station mod-
ernization, and accessibility improve-
ments for people with disabilities.
Among other stations where major
upgrade work is underway are Airport,
Charles/MGH, Savin Hill, Shawmut,
Fields Corner, and North Station.

“This is an important investment in the
MBTA’s core transportation infrastruc-
ture,” said Transportation Secretary
Grabauskas. “Particularly in light of Gov-
ernor Romney’s Fix-It-First initiative, we
are identifying and undertaking projects
that address the critical needs of our
existing transit system.”

Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please
call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. Additional
transportation meetings open to the public are listed
on the Boston MPO Web site, at www.bostonmpo.

MEETING CALENDAR

Thursday, October 2
Boston MPO Transportation 10:00 A.M.
Planning and Programming 
Committee Work Session

CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150
Wednesday, October 8

MBTA Bikes on the T Program 1:00 P.M.
MBTA Planning Department
Room 5750

Regional Transportation 3:00 P.M.
Advisory Council 

Conference Room 1
Thursday, October 16

Boston MPO Transportation 10:00 A.M.
Planning and Programming 
Committee 

CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150
Wednesday, October 22
Access Advisory Committee 1:00 P.M.
to the MBTA (AACT)

Conference Room 2

AT OTHER BOSTON-AREA LOCATIONS

Tuesday, October 7
MBTA Public Meeting: B-Line 7:00 P.M.
Stop Elimination Pilot Program 

West End House
Boys and Girls Club of Allston/Brighton
105 Allston Street, Allston 

Wednesday, October 8
MBTA Public Meeting: Proposed 6:30 P.M.
Design of Ashmont Station

Church of All Saints, 
209 Ashmont Street, Dorchester.

Tuesday, October 14 
MassHighway Public Hearing: 7:00 P.M.
Proposed Robin Hill Road, 
Marlborough Bridge Replacement 

Science Lecture Hall
Marlborough High School
431 Bolton Street, Marlborough

AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING,
10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON

The public is welcome to attend the following 
transportation-related meetings. A photo ID is usu-
ally required for access to meeting locations.

Wednesday, October 15
Boston MPO Congestion 4:00 P.M.
Management System Update

MetroWest Growth Management
Committee Task Force, Suite 205

20 Main Street, Natick
Thursday, October 16

SouthWest Advisory Planning 3:00 P.M.
Council

Call (617) 973-7100 for location.

Boston . . . A City in Bloom: 5:45 P.M.
Film Presentation and Public 
Forum on Preliminary Design Plans 
for the Rose Kennedy Greenway Parks 

John Hancock Hall 
180 Berkeley Street, Boston 
For more information visit the Central Artery/
Tunnel Web site at www.bigdig.com.

Boston MPO Congestion 7:30 P.M.
Management System Update

South Shore Coalition
Hingham Town Hall
210 Central Street, Hingham

Wednesday, October 22
MassHighway Public Hearing: 7:30 P.M.
Proposed Improvements to the 
Route 3/Burgin Parkway/Centre 
Street Interchange 

Quincy City Hall 
Second Floor Conference Room
1305 Hancock Street, Quincy

Monday, October 27
MassHighway Public Hearing: 7:00 P.M.
Proposed Improvements
for King Street/Interstate 495 and
Upper Union Street

Franklin Fire Station
600 King Street, Franklin

Wednesday, October 29 
Boston College Citizens Seminar: 8:00 A.M.
Regional Vision and Growth Strategy

Hyatt Regency Hotel
One Avenue de Lafayette, Boston

■ New MBTA Facilities cont. from p. 1
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