
On February 11 the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, by a vote of 421 to 0, passed a
temporary bill extending the national
transportation authorization law for a
second time. The Surface Transportation
Extension Act of 2004 (H.R. 3783) will
allow for continued funding of highway
construction, highway
safety, transit, motor
carrier, and surface
transportation research
programs at the fiscal
year 2004 levels. The
extension authorizes
more than $25 billion
for highway programs,
$5 billion for transit
grant programs, $255
million for safety enforcement grants,
and $244 million for highway safety pro-
grams.

The current extension will last for a four-
month period, until June 20, 2004. The
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st
Century (TEA-21), the national transit
and highway funding law, expired on
September 30, 2003.

The first extension to TEA-21, called the
Surface Transportation Extension Act of 

2003, was passed in September and
expired on February 29, 2004. The sec-
ond extension was needed in order to
allow more time for Congress to resolve
many issues, such as identifying resources
to support recommended funding levels
in proposed reauthorization bills. 

The House ver-
sion of the succes-
sor to TEA-21 is
H.R. 3550, the
Transportation
Equity Act: A
Legacy For Users
(TEA-LU). As
proposed, TEA-
LU increases

highway and transit funding to $375 bil-
lion over the next six years. This figure is
the amount that the U.S. Department of
Transportation stated is the minimum
required to maintain existing transporta-
tion infrastructure.  

On February 12 the Senate approved, by
a vote of 76 to 21, S. 1072, its six-year
transit and highway funding reauthoriza-
tion bill, which is called the Safe, 
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Transportation Reauthorization Bills Active in Congress State Transportation Bond
Bill Proposed by Governor
On February 10 Governor Mitt Romney
announced a $1.15 billion blueprint for
capital transportation spending which
guarantees that the state will invest at
least $400 million every year, through
the year 2012, in upgrading the common-
wealth’s roads and bridges. The trans-
portation bond bill filed by the governor
fulfills the spending requirement for
Massachusetts that was mandated by the
federal government in 2001 to ensure
that the statewide road and bridge pro-
gram would remain vital during construc-
tion of the Central Artery/Tunnel
(CA/T) project. The current law calls for
this commitment to end in 2005, when
the CA/T project construction is
expected to be completed.

“This infusion of funds will jump-start
critical transportation projects that have
taken a backseat to the Big Dig for far
too long,” Governor Romney said. “The
dust may settle on the Big Dig project,
but the financial implications will con-
tinue for years to come. This commit-
ment  will ensure that road and bridge
spending will continue to be strong
among all of the commonwealth’s 351
cities and towns.”

< Bond Bill cont. on p. 3
          Total               Highways         Transit            Safety      
Funds*Change** Funds Change Funds Change Funds Change

Current 
   (TEA-21)
Administration 
   (SAFETEA)
Senate S. 1072 
   (SAFETEA)
House H.R. 3550 
   (TEA-LU)

*In billions of dollars
**Change from TEA-21

$218 - $174 - $41 - $3 -

$256 + 17% $204 + 17% $46 + 12% $6 + 100%

$318 + 45% $255 + 47% $57 + 39% $6 + 100%

$375 + 72% $299 + 72% $69 + 68% $7 + 133%

< Reauthorization cont. on p. 4

A Comparison of the Reauthorization Proposals



BOSTON REGION MPO ACTION ITEMS

On February 5 the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning
Organization endorsed its Title VI Report, which docu-
ments the MPO’s activity in compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE
ACTION ITEMS

On February 19 the MPO’s Transportation Planning and Programming Committee
approved the following:

• The Fitchburg Commuter Rail Line Service Expansion Study.

• A work program for support to the MBTA Rider Oversight Committee.

In addition, the Transportation Planning and Programming Committee received
updates on the following current programs:

• The Suburban Mobility Program received 12 letters of interest for fiscal 
year 2004 funding. 

• The Transportation Improvement Program project information forms—363 forms
were sent to MPO communities. The MPO then conducted four seminars for
municipal personnel on how to complete the new forms, which must be received
by March 3.

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE

Representatives of the U.S. Department of Transportation attended the February
meeting to answer questions about the triennial certification review of the Boston
Region MPO they were conducting. Rick Marquis of the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration (FHWA) and Andrew Motter of the Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
provided members an overview of the steps in the review process and listened to
comments from members on the transportation planning process in the region.
Messrs. Marquis and Motter noted that they are aware of the steps the Council has
taken in the past three years to improve its effectiveness. The report on the certifi-
cation review will be available within the next several months.

Also at the February meeting, representatives from the Montachusett, Northern
Middlesex, and Old Colony MPOs, all new ex officio members of the Council, pre-
sented their priorities and important issues. The Council welcomes the participation
of all contiguous MPOs in the ongoing coordination of MPO planning.

Transportation Secretary Daniel Grabauskas will speak to the Council at its March
meeting. 

ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA (AACT) UPDATE

At the January meeting, the committee was updated on the impact of North Station
construction on the Green Line. The committee was also updated on the new auto-
mated stop-announcement equipment for the bus fleet, the MBTA’s Travel Train-
ing Program, and the status of new vehicle purchases. In addition, Alan Castaline,
the MBTA Deputy Chief Operating Officer, presented the Silver Line Phase II pro-
posed service plans for interim and final service.

At the February meeting, Christine Bond of the MBTA reviewed the MBTA’s
ADA policies and staff training.

At the March meeting, representatives from the Massachusetts Bay Commuter Rail
(MBCR) will make a presentation and host a question-and-answer session on their
customer complaint processing and training.

TRANSREPORT 2 MARCH 2004

BOSTON REGION METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

Logan Interna-
tional Airport
passenger traffic
posted positive
growth in 2003,

with a 0.4 percent increase in total pas-
sengers, the first increase since 2000.
Logan Airport added 236,000 passengers
in the last quarter of 2003, an increase of
4.25 percent over the same period in
2002. 

The airport served a total of 22.8 million
passengers in 2003, including 18.8 mil-
lion domestic passengers, but travel
remains well below 2000 levels, when the
airport handled 27.4 million passengers.
However, while passenger numbers
increased in 2003, the number of aircraft
takeoffs and landings declined by 4.8 per-
cent, from 392,079 in 2002 to 373,304 in
2003.

“It will be a while before we see air travel
return to prerecession levels, but at least
more passengers are benefiting from
Logan Airport’s new terminals, roads,
and wide variety of airline choices,” said
Massport CEO Craig P. Coy. “By provid-
ing our customers with 67 nonstop
domestic destinations, nationally recog-
nized security, and quality customer ser-
vice, we are helping New England begin
to emerge from tough economic times.
With almost 5 million fewer passengers
than in the year 2000, it is more impor-
tant than ever that we continue to stay
the course and remain a leader in security
and passenger amenities.” 

Logan Airport is poised to top its 2003
passenger numbers in 2004, since it will
offer customers more flying options: new
service from JetBlue; new flights and des-
tinations on American Airlines, America
West, Air Tran, and US Airways; first-
ever nonstop service to Mexico City,
Mexico, and Manchester, UK; and new
nonstop service to Rome. 

Logan Airport is undergoing a more-
than-$4 billion modernization program
that will result in improved access, mod-
ern facilities, and the latest customer
amenities. 

Logan Reports Increase in
Passenger Traffic



that departed at 6:55 A.M. now leaves at
7:00 A.M. All other schedules remain
unchanged.

“We are committed to providing better
customer service and convenience to pas-
sengers from the Fitchburg area,” said
Transportation Secretary Daniel A.
Grabauskas. “We realize their commute is
long, so we’ve dedicated more than $2
million to adding trains and improving
track conditions.” 

Secretary Grabauskas said the new trips,
which will cost $360,000 annually to run,
are part of a broad initiative to improve
service on the Fitchburg Line, which
serves about 2,450 inbound passengers
during an average weekday morning. The
MBTA is spending about $2 million to
install 15 miles of new track in order to
allow trains to travel more reliably and
more efficiently on the Fitchburg Line.
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Under the governor’s plan, the state’s
road and bridge investment will continue
through 2012, when payments for the
CA/T project will end. The governor
noted that more than $1.5 billion of the
state’s matching share for future federal
funding is slated to go towards the CA/T
project through 2012. Funding provisions
in the bond bill include $425 million for
the state share of federally assisted trans-
portation projects to support the road
and bridge program, $300 million for
Chapter 90 local transportation aid, $210
million for non–federally assisted road-
way projects, $102 million to protect rail
freight properties and to provide capital
assistance to Regional Transit Authori-
ties, and $23 million for various local
grant programs. 

The governor’s transportation bond bill
also reflects his commitment to promot-
ing residential and economic develop-
ment near MBTA stations by setting
aside $54 million in a transit-oriented
development fund. This program will
complement the Commonwealth Capital
Fund, which was recently established to
promote “smart growth” through discre-
tionary state grants. In addition, the bill
will provide three years’ worth of new
capital authorization for high-priority
transportation projects. 

Stay tuned to TRANSREPORT for the lat-
est news and information on the trans-
portation bond bill proposal.

Express Service Added to Fitchburg Line 

The number of Logan Express passengers
increased by over 26,100 in 2003, a 2.1
percent increase from 2002. In total, 1.2
million travelers used express bus services
from the four Logan Express park-and-
ride lots in Braintree, Framingham,
Woburn, and Peabody in 2003, breaking
the previous all-time high set in 2002.  

In 2003 usage increased at three of the
four Logan Express park-and-ride loca-
tions: Braintree Logan Express usage
totaled 517,778 passengers, an increase of
0.8 percent; Woburn usage increased
12.8 percent to 268,943 passengers; and
Peabody served 55,743 passengers, an 

Logan Express Ridership at
All-Time High

< Bond Bill cont. from p. 1

Express commuter rail trips from Fitch-
burg to Boston on the MBTA’s Fitchburg
commuter rail line began on February 17.

The new morning
trip leaves Fitchburg
at 6:40 A.M. for the
50-mile trip to
North Station, arriv-
ing at 7:58 A.M. The
new service, which
reduces travel time
by 14 minutes, stops
at North Leomin-
ster, Shirley, Ayer,
Littleton, South
Acton, and Porter
Square before arriving at North Station. 

In addition to the new morning trip, an
afternoon express trip departs from North
Station at 4:40 P.M. and arrives in Fitch-
burg at 5:57 P.M. A new nonexpress train
leaves Fitchburg at 6:12 P.M. and arrives
at North Station at 7:37 P.M. 

Fares for the Fitchburg express trips are
the same as all other Zone 8 commuter
rail fares. A one-way ride costs $6, a 12-
ride ticket costs $72, and a monthly pass
costs $198. 

Because of the additional morning train,
the MBTA has modified the schedules of
two preexisting trips. The train that used
to depart from Fitchburg at 6:20 A.M.
now leaves at 6:15 A.M., and the train 

increase of 11.6 percent.  Usage
decreased at the Framingham Logan
Express location by 4.9 percent to
366,003 passengers. The growth rate in
Logan Express ridership is higher than
the growth in passenger volumes at
Logan Airport. 

Logan Express was established in 1986

Logan Express Ridership

Location 2002 2003 % Change
Braintree 513,475 517,778 + 0.8%
Framingham 385,187 366,003 - 4.9%
Woburn 234,422 268,943 + 12.8%
Peabody 49,255 55,743 + 11.6%

Total 1,182,339 1,208,467 + 2.1%

Express service on the Fitchburg Line serves eight stations

Logan Express buses

as part of a mitigation agreement by
Massport to increase high-occupancy-
vehicle ridership. Logan Express offers
park-and-ride nonstop busing to and from
Logan Airport, with 24-hour parking
available to passengers. 
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The MPO is hosting a special day-
long session, April 1, dedicated to
hearing input from municipal offi-
cials about projects for the fiscal
years 2005–09 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP). Munic-
ipalities will be invited to schedule
time during this session, through
their TIP contacts, in order to pro-
vide information and answer Trans-
portation Planning and Programming
Committee members’ questions. This
will be an opportunity for municipal-
ities to expand upon or clarify infor-
mation in their project information
forms. 

Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please
call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. Additional
transportation meetings open to the public are listed on
the Boston MPO Web site, at www.bostonmpo.org.

Thursday, March 4
Boston Region MPO  10:00 A.M.
Transportation Planning and
Programming CommitteeWork Session

MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150
Wednesday, March 10 

Regional Transportation 3:00 P.M.
Advisory Council 

Conference Room 1
Thursday, March 11 

MBTA Board of Directors 1:00 P.M.
MBTA Conference Room 1

Thursday, March 18
Boston Region MPO 10:00 A.M.
Transportation Planning and 
Programming Committee

MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150
Wednesday, March 24

Access Advisory Committee 1:00 P.M.
to the MBTA (AACT)

Conference Room 2
Thursday, April 1

TIP Community Project Input Day
(see box at right) .

Conference Room 4 

AT OTHER BOSTON-AREA LOCATIONS

Tuesday, March 9
Central Artery Environmental  3:00 P.M.
Oversight Committee: The 
“Mass Hort” Parcels

Hale and Dorr
60 State Street, Boston
Contact Anne Fanton at (617) 720-
1150 or afanton@earthlink.net.

Tuesday, March 9
MassHighway Public Hearing: 7:00 P.M.
Proposed Ames Street Bridge,
Dedham Replacement

Dedham Town Hall
Lower Conference Room
26 Bryant Street, Dedham

AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING,
10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON

The public is welcome to attend the following 
transportation-related meetings. A photo ID is
usually required for access to meeting sites.

Wednesday, March 17
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy: 10:30 A.M.
Incorporating Art in Trail 
Building

For location and registration information,
call (508) 755-3300.

Tuesday, March 23 
North Shore Steering Committee 10:00 A.M.
Committee 

MBTA Lynn Garage
Conference Room T102

Tuesday, March 23 
North Shore MIS 10:00 A.M.
Public Meeting  

Peabody Community Life Center
Jubilee Hall
79 Central Street, Peabody

MEETING CALENDAR
Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient
Transportation Equity Act (SAFETEA).
SAFETEA includes $255 billion for
highways, $56.5 billion for transit, $6 bil-
lion for safety, and $2 billion for Amtrak,
the nation’s passenger railroad service,
for a total of $318 billion.

The Senate’s $318 billion bill falls short
of the House's proposed $375 billion
reauthorization bill, but both funding
levels are much higher than the Bush
administration’s $256 billion proposal,
which is also named SAFETEA.
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