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In recent weeks, drivers passing in front
of North Station on Causeway Street
have encountered a sight not seen there
in over 90 years: sunlight! On June 25
workers began demolition of the elevated
MBTA Green Line tracks, stairs, and
platforms that overshadowed Causeway
Street and Lomasney Way since their
construction in 1912. The demolition

marks a major new phase
in the construction of the
MBTA superstation, which
will link the Orange Line,
the Green Line, and North
Shore commuter rail lines
for the first time.

The Past: The Mixed

Blessing of Elevated Rail

Boston, which claims the
oldest subway in the west-
ern hemisphere, began
construction of its first ele-
vated railway, or el, much
later than other cities.

New York and Chicago
already had extensive elevated

networks when, in June 1912, the Boston

New TSA Airport Initiatives 

High-Tech Security Program Begins at

Logan

On August 17 the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration (TSA) expanded its
Registered Traveler pilot program to
Logan International Airport, in conjunc-
tion with American Airlines. This
national program involves testing new
technologies at selected airports, for
approximately 90 days at each airport, to
determine if these devices can not only
improve security, but also enhance cus-
tomer service by shortening the waiting
times at security checkpoints.

Similar pilot programs were launched in
Minneapolis and Los Angeles in July,
and Houston in August, and the program
was scheduled to expand to Ronald Rea-
gan Washington National Airport at the
end of August. There are approximately
2,000 customers in each airport’s pilot
program.

Logan’s participation in the program was
initiated in early August, when Ameri-
can Airlines invited its Boston-based
American Advantage elite frequent fliers
to enroll in the program. Each volunteer
provided TSA with personal information,
including their name, address, phone
number, and date of birth, along with
two biometric identifiers (a fingerprint
and iris scan). 

On August 10 Gover-
nor Mitt Romney
signed a three-year,
$2.5 billion trans-
portation authoriza-
tion act entitled “An
Act Modernizing the

Transportation System in the Common-
wealth.”

The Act authorizes Commonwealth
funds for specific roadway projects; the
Chapter 90 local road assistance program;
matching funds for those secured by the
Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority (MBTA), including federal
funding; and capital assistance to
regional transit authorities.

The act also authorizes a new program to
support transit-oriented development,
which promotes housing and commercial
development around transit centers.

In the cover letter
to the legislature
accompanying the
approved legislation,
Governor Romney
stated that the Act
authorizes more
money than is avail-
able for capital
spending. Therefore,
specifically identi-
fied projects
included in the
bond bill will
undergo review and
prioritization in the
same professional capi-
tal allocation process
that has been established for the Com-
monwealth’s capital spending.

End of the Line for 
Elevated Trains in Boston

� End of the El cont. on p. 3

� TSA Initiatives cont. on p. 3

Transportation Bill Signed

Elevated railway along Atlantic
Avenue in Boston, circa 1942



At the August meeting of the Regional
Transportation Advisory Council,
Richard Armstrong, the Executive Secre-
tary of the Governor’s Seaport Advisory
Council, presented the mission of his
organization and the activities underway
at the ports of Gloucester, Salem,
Boston, Fall River, and New Bedford.
The Seaport Advisory Council is com-
prised of the Lieutenant Governor; the
mayors of all five port cities; the secre-
taries of the Environmental Affairs,
Transportation, and Finance Depart-
ments; the Director of the Massachusetts
Port Authority (MassPort); and represen-
tatives of the port users. It was created
during the Weld administration as both
an advisory body to keep the Governor
apprised of issues affecting the Port of
Massachusetts, and as a promoter of the
ports. Their other missions include port 

BOSTON REGION MPO ACTION ITEMS

On August 5 the Transportation Planning and Programming
Committee approved for public review a draft adjustment for
the fiscal years 2004–2008 Transportation Improvement Pro-

gram (TIP), recommending two projects for funding in this year’s Suburban Mobil-
ity Program: a rider-request, zone-oriented service in Marlborough and Southbor-
ough; and a shuttle service in Woburn, Burlington, and Lexington. These projects
are the first to be funded in the MPO’s innovative program to improve mobility and
reduce single-occupant-vehicle travel in suburban areas currently unserved or under-
served by transit. The Transportation Planning and Programming Committee and
the MPO are scheduled to take action on the TIP at the meetings scheduled for
Thursday, September 2, 2004. (Please see the calendar on page 4.) 

At its August 19 meeting, the Transportation Planning and Programming Commit-
tee focused on the draft FY 2005 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) and the
draft fiscal years 2005–2009 TIP. Committee members considered public comments
on both documents that had been received by the meeting date, including those
gathered at the MPO Transportation Workshop in Mattapan. They also discussed
the state-recommended list of bridges for the TIP and the detailed information pre-
sented by MassHighway on its process for evaluating and choosing bridges for rec-
ommendation.

The Committee also approved an upcoming project: forecasting ridership for the
MBTA’s Beyond Lechmere study.

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE

The August Advisory Council meeting featured a presentation and discussion on
development policies and activities of the Governor’s Seaport Advisory Council
(see the article on this page).

The August Council meeting also included a briefing on the 2004 Congestion Man-
agement System (CMS) report. CMS is a federally required monitoring program
designed to identify mobility concerns, provide timely information on the perfor-
mance of transportation systems, and provide recommendations to the MPO of any
required corrective actions. The monitoring is conducted to collect data on road-
ways, public transit, park-and-ride lots, HOV (high-occupancy-vehicle) lanes, travel
demand management (TDM) systems, and bicycle/pedestrian travel.

The August Council meeting will feature the election of new officers for the
2004–2005 term, as well as updates on the public comment periods for the fiscal
years 2005–2009 TIP and the FY 2005 UPWP.

ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA (AACT) UPDATE

The MBTA (Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority) has produced a guide to
getting around on the MBTA, called “Getting Around Boston.” The guide was writ-
ten for persons of all abilities. AACT members gave input to the MBTA while it
was being produced. The guide will be available in September in all MBTA stations,
or by contacting the MBTA Marketing Department in September. 

As part of the MBTA’s Station Management Program, new passes for persons with
disabilities and seniors will be introduced that will replace the current MBTA-issued
Transportation Access Passes and Senior Citizen Passes. Patrons with cards issued by
the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind will also be issued passes by the
MBTA. Further information will be given at future AACT meetings. In addition,
new smart-card fare-collection equipment will be installed over the next two years
as part of this program.
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Seaport Advisory Council
Presentation

Cargo at Conley Container Terminal

� Seaport cont. on p. 4

BOSTON REGION MPO ACTIVITIES

security; adherence to Coast Guard regu-
lations; fishing; maintaining relationships
with the Coastal Coalition, the North
Atlantic Corridor Association, the North
Atlantic Ports Association, the I-95 Cor-
ridor Coalition, and the Short Sea Ship-
ping Cooperative Program; and the initi-
ation of “short sea,” or coastal, shipping
initiatives, which are designed to allevi-
ate congestion on Interstate 95 by
decreasing the amount of truck freight 
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High Growth in Cargo
Volumes at Port of Boston
The Massachusetts Port Authority (Mass-
port) reported that the volume of freight
shipped through the Port of Boston rose
17% in the first six months of 2004 com-
pared to 2003. The container tonnage
increased from 551,073 tons in the first
six months of 2003 to 643,073 tons in
the first six months of 2004.

Export tonnage alone grew to 227,554
tons from 189,317 tons between the 2003
and 2004 periods—a 20% increase.

With direct service to and from the Far
East firmly established in the Port of
Boston, exports from the New England
region are showing pronounced growth.
Two years ago the steamship alliance of
COSCO, K Line, Yang Ming, and Han-
jin began direct service to the Port of
Boston. Last year the Mediterranean
Shipping Company also expanded service
in the Port of Boston by adding an addi-
tional weekly vessel.

The Port of Boston is the largest port
serving the New England region. The top
imports include alcoholic beverages,
frozen fish, footwear, and furniture. The
top exports include hides, logs, lumber,
paper, paper ware, and metalware.

Elevated Railway Company, under the
mandate of the State Legislature to con-
solidate and expand the existing streetcar
and subway network, constructed its first
el.

At the beginning of the 20th century,
constructing elevated train lines had
advantages in time and cost compared to
underground construction, which was
fraught with technical difficulties. By the
1930s, elevated lines provided fast, noisy
service from Everett to Forest Hills. At
that time, neighborhoods were willing to
accept the negative aspects of trains run-

ning at the level of a three-
story building, as long as they
provided an alternative to con-
gested surface streets.

Replacing el’s has been a long,
slow process. In 1975, the
MBTA replaced the northern
section of what is now the
Charlestown segment of the
Orange Line. In 1987, the

southwest corridor Orange Line
went into service, leading to the demoli-
tion of the Washington Street el. At that
time, only a short section for the Green
Line between Haymarket and Science
Park remained.

The Present: Alternative

Transportation and Blue Sky

On Friday, June 25, 2004, a Green Line
car made the last trip between North
Station and Lechmere Station until
Green Line track reconstruction and
connections to the new North Station
have been completed. The MBTA imple-
mented shuttle bus service between Gov-
ernment Center and Lechmere that mir-
rors the operation of Green Line service.
The shuttle bus service is accessible to
persons with disabilities, provides free
transfers, and will remain in service until
the summer of 2005, when the new
Green Line connection at North Station
is expected to open.

All other Green Line service already has
a connection with the existing Orange
Line service at the new North Station
superstation on the southeast side of
Causeway Street.

On August 16, with the shuttle service in
place, crews began taking down the old
elevated structure. The result has been a
dramatic change in the appearance of the
Leverett Circle and North Station neigh-
borhoods.

The Future: Three Lines, One Station

By the fall of 2004, an underground
walkway below Causeway Street will link
North Station commuter rail to the new
Orange/Green Line station. Travelers
will be able to make this connection con-
veniently, separated from surface traffic
and the weather.

Upon the expected completion of the
project in the summer of 2005, normal
light-rail service between Lechmere Sta-
tion and North Station will resume via a
new trestle between North Station and
Science Park.

TSA conducted a security assessment of
each volunteer, including an analysis of
law enforcement and intelligence data
sources and a background check for out-
standing criminal warrants, before
approving a person for registration in the
program.

During the pilot phase, registered travel-
ers may use the biometric equipment
only in the airport where they are
enrolled. They will be directed to a desig-
nated checkpoint lane, where they will
provide their Registered Traveler Smart
Card, which contains their biometric
information,
for identity
confirmation.
Registered
travelers and
their carry-on
bags will still
go through
the primary
screening
process, but
will be exempt from most of the more
extensive secondary screenings, resulting
in faster, more convenient check-ins.

Security Checkpoint Waiting Times 

As a customer service initiative, TSA is
providing online wait-time information
for U.S. airports’ security checkpoints.
Wait times are calculated using 28-day
rolling averages for a particular day of the
week, time of day, and airport. The infor-
mation is rounded to the nearest hour.
TSA advises travelers to supplement this
information by directly contacting the
airline and departure airport when plan-
ning their trip to the airport. TSA’s Web
site, www.tsa.gov, provides wait-time
information, under “Travel Tips.”
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New Green Line tunnel

North Station Elevated Station, 1922

www.tsa.gov
http://waittime.tsa.dhs.gov/index.html


MEETING CALENDAR

AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING,
10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON

Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please
call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. Additional
transportation meetings open to the public are listed on
the Boston MPO Web site, at www.bostonmpo.org.

The public is welcome to attend the following

transportation-related meetings. A photo ID is usu-
ally required for access to meeting sites. 

Wednesday, September 8
Regional Transportation 3:00 P.M.
Advisory Council 

Conference Room 4 

Thursday, September 9
Boston Region MPO 10:00 A.M.
Transportation Planning and 
Programming Committee

Conference Rooms 2 and 3

Monday, September 20
MBTA Rider Oversight 4:30 P..M.
Committee Meeting

Conference Rooms 1, 2, and 3

Wednesday, September 22 
Access Advisory Committee 1:00 P..M.
to the MBTA (AACT)

Conference Room 2 
Thursday, October 7

Boston Region MPO 10:00 A.M.
Transportation Planning and 
Programming Committee

MPO Conference Room

AT OTHER BOSTON AREA LOCATIONS

Monday, September 13
Move Massachusetts: 8:10 A.M.
September 2004 Membership Meeting 

Brown Rudnick Berlack Israels
One Financial Center, 18th Floor
Dewey Square, Boston

Friday, September 17
Land Conservation on 8:45 A.M.
a Neighborhood Scale: Improving
Life in Your City or Town

Tsongas Industrial History Center
Lowell, MA

Register by September 10 with
Andrea Freeman at (978) 840-4446 x1929
or pci@ttor.org
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moving up and down the Eastern
seaboard.

Seaport Advisory Council funding comes
from the 1996 Seaport Bond Bill, a $300
million state authorization bill. Seaport
Bond Bill funds are divided among three
areas; rail, coastal improvements, and
dredging.  The Seaport Advisory Council
has spent about $55 million on port
improvement projects. Since MassPort is
able to obtain its own bonds for the Port
of Boston, most of the development and
improvement work funded by this bond
bill occurs at the other four ports. 

For more information, visit the Seaport
Advisory Council Web site, www.state
.ma.us/seaports.

� Seaport cont. from p. 2

Friday, September 17
New Charles River Basin 3:00 P.M.
Citizens Advisory Committee 

26th Floor Conference Center
60 State Street, Boston 

Saturday, September 18
Promoting Clean Jobs and 8:00 A.M.
Neighborhood Change: Building
Economic and Environmental Justice

College of the Holy Cross 
Worcester, MA

Register by September 10 with
Sue Lanza at (617) 626-1068
or susan.lanza@state.ma.us

Tuesday, September 21
Central Artery Environmental 3:00 P.M.
Oversight Committee Meeting

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale 
& Dorr, LLP

26th Floor Conference Center
60 State Street, Boston

Thursday, September 23
Amercan Council of Engineering 5:30 P.M.
Companies of Massachusetts:
Evening at the Museum of Science

Museum of Science
Boston, MA

Register by September 17 with
Marcy Bouley at (617) 227-5551
or acec/ma@engineers.org

Thursday, September 23
MassHighway Public Hearing: 7:00 P.M.
Proposed Bridge Replacements
of Route 1 and 1A over
I-95 (Route 128) 

Dedham Town Hall
Lower Conference Room
26 Bryant Street
Dedham, MA

Thursday, September 30
MetroFuture Visioning Sessions: 4:00 P.M.
Transit Riders and Would-Be and
Riders Visioning Event 7:00 P.M.

Tufts Administration Building
167 Holland Street
Somerville, MA
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