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By Mr. Costello, a petition (accompanied by resolutions, Senate, No. 457)
of Nicholas J. Costello and other members of the General Court for the
adoption of resolutions memorializing the Congress of the United States
to act for the protection of the Plum Island portion of the Parker River
National Wildlife Refuge. Federal Financial Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-four.

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the united states
TO ACT FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE PLUM ISLAND PORTION OF THE

PARKER RIVER NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE IN ESSEX COUNTY, MAS-
SACHUSETTS.

WHEREAS, The Plum Island portion of the Parker River Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge is an important New England coastal barrier
island-salt marsh complex providing optimum dune, freshwater
marsh, and salt marsh habitat for migratory and resident wildlife,
and

WHEREAS, The primary purpose of a national wildlife refuge i!s
the protection of wildlife and its habitat, and

WHEREAS, A portion of the refuge’s island area has been desig-
nated as a National Natural Research Area and as a proposed Na-
tional Wilderness Area, with the entire island portion having been
designated as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern by the
Massachusetts Secretary of Environmental Affairs, and

WHEREAS, The United States Fish and Wildlife Service in the
Department of the Interior is considering, as the refuge’s land
managing agency, the construction of major headquarter, mainte-
nance and visitor facilities on this environmentally sensitive por-
tion ofthe refuge, and

WHEREAS, Such construction on the island would contravene
federal and state policies as expressed in state and federal execu-
tive orders and laws regarding barrier island, floodplain and wet-
land protection, and

WHEREAS, Local residents, concerned citizens and state and
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local agencies of government have expressed strong and continuing
opposition to such proposals of the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service which suggest construction on Plum Island, therefore
be it

RESOLVED, That the General Court of Massachusetts respect-
fully urges the Congress of the United States to act for the pro-
tection of the Plum Island portion of the Parker River National
Wildlife Refuge in Essex County, Massachusetts, by insuring that
any funds appropriated by the Congress for construction of refuge
buildings be directed to a location which exists off the island, and
be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of these resolutions be forwarded by
the Clerk of the Senate to the presiding officer of each branch of
the Congress and to members of each branch from the Common-
wealth.


