
SENATE No. 944
By Mr. Berry, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 944) of

Frederick E. Berry and Kevin M. Burke, District Attorney for the Eastern
District, for legislation relative to child victims and witnesses. The Ju-
diciary.

An Act relative to child victims and witnesses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 258 C of the General Laws is hereby added:
2 Section 1. In addition to all rights and services afforded to
3 victims and witnesses under G.L. c. 25SA and 2588, Victim
4 witness advocate programs are encouraged to designate one or
5 more persons to provide the following additional services on
6 behalf of children who are involved in criminal proceedings as
7 victims or witnesses:
8 (1) To explain, in language understood by the child, all pro-
9 ceedings in which the child will be involved.

10 (2) To act, as a friend of the court, to advise the judge,
11 whenever appropriate, of the child’s ability to understand and
12 cooperate with any court proceedings.
13 (3) To assist the Child and the child’s family in coping with
14 the emotional impact of the crime and subsequent criminal
15 proceedings in which the child is involved.
16 (4) To advise the district attorney concerning the ability
17 of a child witness to cooperate with the prosecution and po-
-18 tential effects of the proceedings on the child.
19 Section 2. In all criminal cases and juvenile fact-finding
20 hearings involving a child victim or witness, the court and
21 the district attorney shall take appropriate action to ensure a
22 speedy trial in order to minimize the length of time the child
23 must endure the stress of his or her involvement in the pro-
-24 ceeding. In ruling on any motion or other request for a delay
25 or continuance of proceedings, the court shall consider and give
26 weight to any adverse impact the delay or continuance may
27 have on the well-being of a child Victim or witness.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-four.




