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By Mr. Olver, a petition (accompaniedby proposal, Senate, No. 1762) of JohnW.
Olver, George Bachrach, the Massachusetts Teachers Association, by JohnH. Flan-
nagan, Jr., Mary L, Padula and members of the House of Representatives for a
legislative amendment to the Constitution to grant to cities and towns the power
to impose local surcharges on state taxes and to authorize the General Court to im-
pose and levy taxes on behalf of particular cities and towns. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-four

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution

AUTHORIZING THE GENERAL COURT TO GRANT TO CITIES AND TOWNS
THE POWER TO IMPOSE LOCAL SURCHARGES ON STATE TAXES AND EX-
CISES AND TO AUTHORIZING THE GENERAL COURT TO IMPOSE AND
LEVY TAXES AD EXCISES ON BEHALF OF PARTICULAR CITIES AND
TOWNS.

A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be expe-
dient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following Arti-
cle of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of the Con-
stitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next General
Court and approved by the people at the state election next
following]:

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.
Section I. Section 7 ofArticle 11 of the Articles of Amendment to

the Constitution is hereby amended by adding the following
paragraph thereto:

“The general court, in conformity with the constitutionand with
the powers reserved to the general court by section eight, may grant
to any or all cities and towns, subject to such conditions as it may
prescribe, the power to impose and levy reasonable surcharges
upon any tax or excise which shall have been imposed or levied by
the general court in conformity with the constitution, including, not-
withstanding any provision of article forty-four of these amend-
ments, any tax on income.”

Section 2. Section Bof Article II of the Articles of Amendment to
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the Constitution is hereby amended by adding the following
sentence at the end of the first paragraph thereof: “The general
court shall have the power, by general or special laws enacted in
accordance with the foregoing provisions, to impose and levy
reasonable taxes and excises on behalf and for the support of any
or all cities and towns, or metropolitan or regional entities, in-
cluding, notwithstanding any provision ofarticle forty-four of these
amendments, reasonable taxes on income.”


