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By Mr. Bachrach, a petition (accompanied by resolutions. Senate, No. 
1S88) of George Bachrach, Jack H Baekman, Gerard D'Amico, Mass. Fair 
Share, by Carol Gillies, Frank M. Hynes and Christopher J. Hodgkins for 
the adoption of resolutions memorializing the United States Congress to 
record the opposition of the Senate to the decontrol of natural gas prices. 
Federal Financial Assistance.
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In tlie Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-four.

Resolutions memorializing the u .s . house of representatives

AND THE U.S. SENATE TO RECORD THE OPPOSITION OF THE SENATE 

TO THE DECONTROL OF NATURAL GAS PRICES.

Whereas, rising natural gas prices are having a devastating im
pact on individual consumers, business and industry, and 

Whereas, high natural gas prices create unemployment, and 
Whereas, one million Massachusetts households use natural and 

the state’s industries consume 25 billion cubic feet of natural gas 
each year, and

Whereas, there is an urgent need to provide relief from natural 
gas contract provisions that result in the purchase of high price 
gas when less costly supplies are available, and 

Whereas, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission has pro
posed the dergulation of "old gas” which would cost Massachusetts 
residential consumers up to $-134 million, and 

Whereas, the scheduled deregulation of natural gas on Decem
ber 31, 1984 would exacerbate these problems, therefore be it 

Resolved, that the Massachusetts Senate petitions the U.S. House 
of Representatives and the U.S. Senate to move expeditiously to 
provide consumer price protection by: —

— eliminating the existence of contract provisions which are 
distorting the natural gas market and increasing coasumer 
prices

— modifying the automatic pass-through of natural gas prices 
so that pipelines are required to purchase least-cost supplies 
of natural gas

— prohibiting the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission from
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taking any regulatory action which would further increase 
the price of natural gas

— limiting the scheduled price increase under the Natural Gas 
Policy Act and postponing the scheduled date for the deregu
lation of new natural gas until January 1,1987 at the earliest.

Resolved, that a copy of these resolutions be forwarded by the 
clerk of the Senate to both Houses of the U.S. Congress.


