
SENATE No. 2010

Senate, May 1, 1984.

The committee on Counties on the part of the Senate, to whom
was referred the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1913)
of Robert C. Buell and the Massachusetts Municipal Association,
by Eugene C. Brune, president, for legislation to allow municipali-
ties to assume responsibility for dog licensing and control; the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 279) of Leo R. Corazzini
relative to the fees for dog licenses; the petition (accompanied by
bill, House, No. 281) of Marie J. Parente relative to the disposi-
tion of dog license fees; the petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 1012) of Robert A. Cerasoli that cities and towns be author-
ized to assume control of dog violation; the petition (accompanied
by bill, House, No. 1354) of the Massachusetts Municipal Associa-
tion, Robert A. Vigneau and Paul D. Harold for legislation to up-
date dog license fees and procedures; and the petition (accompanied
by bill, House, No. 5253) of Marie-Louise Kehoe for legislation to
transfer all of the authority and control of dog licenses to the
cities and towns of the Commonwealth, reports the accompanying
bill (Senate, No. 2040).

For the Committee,

GEORGE BACHRACH
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An Act allowing municipalities to assume responsibility for
DOG LICENSING AND CONTROL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after Section 147 of the following section:
3 Section UpA. Where by a vote of a town meeting or in the
4 case of a municipality form of government a vote of the town
5 or city council, the provisions of this section are accepted:
6 all money received from licenses under the provisions of Chap-
-7 ter 140 section 147 and recovered as fines, penalties, or for-
-8 feitures for violating any provisions of said Chapter one hun-
-9 dred and forty relating to dogs, shall be paid into the treasury

10 of said town or city and shall not thereafter be paid over by
11 the town or city treasurer to the county in which said town or
12 city is located.
13 Said town or city which chooses to retain these monte
14 shall thereupon be responsible for all expenses which are
15 otherwise paid out of the county dog fund, including those
16 specified in Chapter 140 sections 145A, 147, 150, 151, 151A,
17 and 1518..

1 Section 2. Chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out Section 173 A and inserting in place

3 thereof the following section:
4 Section 173A. Whenever a complaint is sought in a juris-

diction for a violation of an ordinance or bylaw, made under
5 the provisions of section one hundred and seventy-three, the

shall send a written notice to the
stating that such a complaint has

7 clerk of said city or town
8 person complained against
9 been sought and will issue unless such person appears before

the offense either personally or10 such clerk and confesses
11 through an agent duly authorized in writing, or by mailing to
12 such clerk, with the notice the fine provided herein. If it is
13 the first offense subject to this section committed by such per-
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14 son within a calendar year, the clerk shall dismiss the charge
15 without the payment of any fine; if it is the second offense so
16 committed in such city or town in the calendar year the pay-
-17 ment to the clerk of said city or town of a fine of twenty-five
18 dollars shall operate as a final disposition of the case; if it is
19 the third offense so committed in such city or town in a
20 calendar year payment of a fine of thirty dollars shall operate
21 as a final disposition of the case; and if it is the fourth or
22 subsequent offense so committed in such city or town in the
23 calendar year the payment of a fine of fifty dollars shall oper-
-24 ate as a final disposition of the case. Such payment shall be
25 made only by postal note, money order or check. Notwith-
-26 standing the foregoing procedure and schedule of fines and
27 subject, however, to all of the other provisions of this section,
28 a city or town may, by ordinance or bylaw, provide for an
29 alternative procedure and a different schedule of fines; pro-
-30 vided, however, that no new schedule of fines shall contain a
31 fine in excess of fifty dollars.
32 Proceedings under this section shall not be deemed crimi-
-33 nal; and no person notified to appear before the clerk of a city
34 or town as provided herein and record of the case shall be
35 entered in the court records.
36 If a person notified to appear, as hereinbefore provided,
37 fails to appear or pay the fine within twenty-one days of the
38 sending of the notice, or having appeared, does not desire to
39 avail himself of the procedure established by this section, the
40 clerk of said city or town shall request a complaint to issue
41 by the court and the procedure established for criminal cases
42 shall be followed.
43 If any person fails to appear in accordance with the sum-
-44 mons issued upon such complaint, the clerk of the court shall
45 send such notice that the complaint is pending and that, if the
46 person fails to appear within twenty-one days from the sending
47 of such notice, a warrant for his arrest will be issued.
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