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By Mr. Kraus, a petition of Richard A. Kraus, Nicholas J. Bugllone, Barbara E.
Gray, Marie J, Parente, Peter C. Webber, Kevin P. Blanchette and Paul E. Caron
for legislation relative to the care and protection of detainees in certain lockup
facilities. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-four,

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in GeneralCourt
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 40 of the GeneralLaws is hereby amended by in-
-2 serting after section 36, the following four sections:
3 Section 36A . Whenever a person is in police custody and com-
-4 mits suicide or dies at a lockup facility established pursuant
5 to the provisions of section thirty-four of chapter forty of the
6 General Laws, or under the jurisdiction of the metropolitan
7 district commission or the state police, or whenever a person
8 in police custody inflicts self-injury at a lockup facility which
9 subsequently results in death, the officer in charge of the

10 lockup facility shall make a report of such incident, identify-
-11 ing the deceased and describing the circumstances of such
12 death. One copy of said report shall be sent, within seven days
13 of such death, together with copies of any incident to the
14 medical examiner’s office in the county wherein such incident
15 occurred, and one copy of said report shall be retained in the
16 lockup files. Said report shall be inaddition to the requirement
17 of notification pursuant to section six of chapter thirty-eight.
18 Upon receipt of said reports, the medical examiner shall
19 send a copy, together with a copy of each incident report,
20 autopsy reports and medical examiner’s reports, to the next
21 ofkin of the deceased person not later than fourteen daysafter
22 such person’s death. If an autopsy is performed, the next of
23 kin may have a physician of his or her choice present. The next
24 of kin may waive this right in writing, or, if next of kin fails
25 to designate a physician within forty-eight hours of the death,
26 the right will be considered waived.
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27 Whenever a person in police custody attempts or threatens
28 suicide at a lockup facility, the officer in charge of the lockup
29 shall, withintwenty-four hours of such incident, regardless of
30 the severity of the attempt or threat, record in the department
31 of public safety computer the name, address and the age of
32 such person, the charge or reason for such detentionand the
33 nature and date of the attempt, and shall submit a copy of this
34 information, omitting anything which would identify such per-
-35 son, to the local medical examiner. Whenever said person is
36 transferred to another lockup facility, the officer in charge
37 shall notify the receiving lockup facility immediately of the
38 exact nature of the attempt or threat.
39 Section 368. Each cell within a lockup facility established pur-
-40 suant to section thirty-four of chapter forty, whetherunder the
41 jurisdiction of a local police department, the state police or
42 the metropolitan district commission, shall have a protective
43 covering of high-impact, transparent plastic over all bar struc-
-44 tures accessible to persons detained in the cell.
45 Each cell within a lockup facility as defined herein shall
46 have installed within it butbeyond the access ofany detainees
47 within the cell, an electronic audio system whereby the duty
48 desk within said lockup facility is withinaudible range of each
49 cell.
50 Each lockup facility as defined herein shall have installed
51 within the cell area, an electronic security device whereby
52 police officers may record the times of their cell checks. Said
53 device shall be so positioned that a cell check cannot be record-
-54 ed until the police officer has walked past every cell. Such
55 device shall also have an alarm set to sound every fifteen
56 minutes. Each cell within a lockup facility shall be checked
57 by police officers or other lockup personnel every fifteen
58 minutes.

The state treasurer is hereby authorized to appropriate from
he general fund a sum of one million, one hundred thousand
lollars to fund the provisions of this a

32 Section 36C. Whenever a person is detainedin a lockup facili
63 ty established pursuant to section thirty-four of chapter forty
64 of the General Laws, or under the jurisdiction of the state
65 police or the metropolitan district commission, such person
66 shall be monitored continuously by a cell monitor present,
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67 physically, in the cell area. Cell monitors may be volunteers
or may be remunerated at a wage of not more than seven68
dollars per hour. Cell monitors shall be chosen by the chief69
or supervisor of each lockup facility and shall have emergen-70
cy lifesaving training71

The state treasurer is hereby authorized to appropriate from72
the general fund such funds necessary to provide cell monitors73
for each lockup. Said funds shall be distributed to each lockup74
facility, annually, on the basis of a voucher documenting the75
number of hours the lockup was used in the previous year.76

If the lockup facility procures volunteer cell monitors and77
does not remunerate any cell monitor for service in the78
preceding year, the city or town in which the lockup is located79
shall receive from the state treasurer one-third of the funds80
expected on the basis of said voucher.81

Section 36D. All members of municipal police departments,82
of thepolice force of the metropolitan district commission, and83
of the uniformed branch of the state police shall be trained in84
the detection, intervention and prevention of suicide. Said85
training shall include training in the nature and symp-86
tomatology of suicide, training in communicating with suicidal87

88 detainees, and training in appropriate suicide prevention
techniques and emergency procedures. Said training shall be89

90 approved and coordinated by the Massachusetts Criminal
Justice Training Council, and shall be included in the cur-91
riculum ofall police training schools and academies, including92

93 the state police academy.
In-service training shall be provided for police officers hav-94

95 ing previous basic recruit training. Shift commanders shall
complete such training within one year of the passge of this96

97 act, and all other officers shall complete such training within
98 three years of the passage of this act. Completion of a refresher

seminar in suicide prevention shall be a condition of pn99 promo-

revisions of this act100 tion for all police officers affc te

Ml lockup facilities established pursuant to section thirty101
102 four of chapapter forty, or

metropolitan district commission or the state pc103

establish written procedures to be follow104
may threaten the saf105 which thre

106 Ed therein
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