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MINUTES: Presiding Officer Ernest May called the 572nd Regular Meeting of the Faculty Senate to 
order on Thursday, December 2, 1999 at 3:30 p.m. in Herter Hall 227. 
 
A. ADDRESS BY SENATOR STANLEY ROSENBERG AND REPRESENTATIVE ELLEN 

STORY--"UNIVERSITY BUDGET" 
 

Senator Stanley Rosenberg  addressed the Faculty Senate with an annual budget update.  He stated 
that Ellen Story was successful in adding "an unprecedented" 11 million dollars to the budget in 
the house, and combined with the use of Fair Share, the Senate produced a budget granting the 
University's request for a 27 million dollar increase.   Rosenberg added that the Senate added four 
million dollars to the budget before it went to the floor to accommodate the University's request to 
increase the Library separate line item.  Senator Rosenberg's and Representative Story's efforts 
resulted in a 4.5% increase overall in the budget, 16.5 million dollars of the University's original 
request, three million for the library, and four million for deferred maintenance.  
 
Senator Rosenberg then called attention to the fact that voters will have the opportunity to cut 
taxes by roughly 1.4 billion dollars in November.  He urged voters to vote against the tax cut. 
 
Representative Ellen Story started out reiterating what Senator Rosenberg said about the tax cut 
by stating that "This district is one of the most dependant districts on tax revenues of any in the 
state…it absolutely cannot afford to lose all of these revenues."  
 
Representative Story then recapped some actions taken in the House last session, stating that they 
passed 149 bills, 26 of which were of substance, the most important being one passed increasing 
minimum wage.  In addition they overrode 85 vetoes, up from last year's 19. 
 

QUESTIONS: 
 

Senator Joseph Larson asked if the University had approximately level funding compared with 
last year's budget considering amounts set aside to cover collective bargaining and salaries. 
 
Senator Rosenberg  responded that according to his calculations the University is "above the rate 
of inflation, and it's the amount above the rate of inflation that is your flexibility." 
 
Senator Jack Tager asked if there was any way to challenge the despotism of the Speaker and the 
Senate President. 
 
Senator Rosenberg  responded that rather than as a despot, he would characterize the Senate 
President as a strong leader.  He then added that the "appearance of being totally controlled by 
these two people this year is  generated by the fact that there were such deep divisions and policy 
differences in the two budgets that certain issues could not be resolved at the Ways and Means 
Committee Chair and Conference Committee level."  
 
Representative Ellen Story  responded to Senator Tager's question by stating that "The House 
Speaker is a very strong leader as well…he is a very bright, very hard worker." 
 
Senator Roland Chilton asked if the legislature could make tax cut information available to the 
voters to show the effects of cutting taxes. 
 
Senator Rosenberg and Representative Story both agreed that this was a good idea. 



 
B. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Principal Administrative Officers 
 

Chancellor Scott added to Senator Rosenberg and Representative Story's address by 
explaining that in the last six years the average growth of the University of 
Massachusetts' Budget has been 5.6% per year, affirming assumptions and predictions 
made at the beginning of the strategic action planning six years ago.   
 
Chancellor Scott then went on to say that this year's budget increase was about 17 million 
for the University as a whole, 49.5% of which the Amherst campus traditionally receives.  
However, this year the President's office allocated 53% of the budget to this campus, 
resulting in $8.9 million.  After covering salary increases, collective bargaining increases 
and non unit salary increases, approximately $3 million will be left, making for a tight 
programmatic budget.  
 
Chancellor Scott concluded his announcements by mentioning that the Millenium 
Committee is developing a time capsule to be buried in the crypt of the Old Chapel. 
 
Provost Cora Marrett began her announcements by asking the faculty to submit grades 
by Tuesday, December 28th, six days before the January 3rd deadline.  The main reason 
for this, she stated, was in part due to Y2K, and also that with over 95,000 grades 
expected, she wants to be sure to process the grades as efficiently as possible. 
 
Provost Marrett then announced that the campus had responded to phase I of the Pew 
Charitable Trust Grant Program in course design, and that Vice Provost for Instructional 
Technology Norm Aitken wanted to thank everybody who put in so much time and effort 
pulling together information on instructional technology on this campus.  
 
Provost Marrett's final announcement was regarding an invitation from the American 
Association for Higher Education to a conference on the Scholarship of Teaching in 
Research Universities which she and three other University members would be attending.  
In preparation for the meeting, the group had prepared a document on teaching and 
learning initiatives at the University of Massachusetts Amherst to be distributed to the 
faculty for review. 
 
Vice Chancellor Cevallos made a few brief remarks regarding assaults on campus, 
pedestrian safety, and the death of a student in one of the campus residence halls. 
 
Vice Chancellor Byron announced that there have been dramatic increases in the last 
several years in the Federal Budget for research.  At this point in the fiscal year the 
University's budget totals approximately $31 million, an increase of approximately 25%, 
the largest increase in external support in the University's history. 
 

2. The Interim Secretary of the Faculty Senate 
 

Interim Secretary, Joseph Larson began by sharing a letter from Julie Brigham-Grette, 
Chair of the Research Library Council and Margo Crist, Director of Libraries announcing 
the increased funding for the Amherst Library. 
 
Interim Secretary Larson's second announcement was regarding student course 
evaluations.  He stated that he endorsed voluntarily allowing the current personnel 
evaluation forms to be reviewed by students, hoping that eventually this would lead to an 
evaluation system "created by students, run by students, with questions prepared by 
students, and shared with the entire public." 



 
Interim Secretary Larson's final announcement was that the Chancellor received a letter 
from the New England Association of Schools and Colleges regarding the fact that the 
I495 Center for Professional Education in Westborough, MA has become a branch 
campus of Umass Amherst with this campus responsible for quality control. 
 

3. The Chair of the Rules Committee 
No Comment. 

 
4. The Faculty Delegates to the Board of Trustees 

No Comment 
 

5. The President of the Graduate Student Senate 
No Comment 

 
6. The President of the Student Government Association 

No Comment 
 

7. The Representative of the Massachusetts Society of Professors 
 

Jane Giacobbe-Miller began by announcing an anti-privatization rally to be held 
December 7, 1999 at noon on the Student Union steps.  
 
 Senator Giacobbe Miller then announced that an MSP bulletin went out containing 
suggested language to protect lecture content on the basis of copyright.   
 
Senator Giacobbe Miller's final announcement was in response to Interim Secretary 
Larson's concerns regarding student evaluation of teaching.  Senator Giacobbe Miller 
announced that the evaluation website had been approved on a pilot basis, and that they 
are trying to develop the expansion of the website so that other forms of evaluation can 
be posted. 
  

C. QUESTION PERIOD 
 

Senator Roland Chilton commended the Interim Secretary of the Faculty Senate for 
reinvigorating the Senate, updating the Senate website, and reviving the practice of mailing out 
Senate minutes. 
 
Senator Ernest May added that the Senate "should concur in commending Secretary Larson for 
getting going on the minutes." 
 
Interim Secretary Larson announced that he would like to "recognize the office staff for dealing 
with a lot of problems, bringing together the material, and putting it in concise form." 
 
Senator Lisa Saunders  asked about recurring expenses 
 
Chancellor Scott answered "The deans advocated strongly that they do not implement any budget 
deductions at this point in time.  We are urging caution until we all have a chance to look at this 
projection for the next five years." 
 
An unidentified person asked about the effectiveness of distributing reports, minutes and agendas 
via email. 
 
Interim Secretary Larson answered that he would appreciate hearing more comments regarding 
distribution of documents by email. 
 



Senator Ernest May stated that one problem with receiving documents by email is that some 
faculty members don't have computers in their offices. 
 
Chancellor Scott mentioned that regardless of the growth of the University's operating budget, 
there still has not been enough money to meet the "natural growth appetite and needs of the 
University."  
 
Senator Mokhtar Atallah mentioned an observation that he has had regarding pedestrian safety on 
campus.  He stated that there should be an education program for pedestrians as well as drivers on 
campus due to the fact that people in crosswalks sometimes don't give drivers enough time to stop 
before stepping into the crosswalks. 

 
D. ANNUAL REPORTS 

 
1. 1998-1999 Annual Report of the Gr aduate Council, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 

00-008. 
 
This Report was received by the Faculty Senate 

 
2. 1998-1999 Annual Report of the Research Council, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-

009. 
 
This Report was received by the Faculty Senate. 

 
E. NEW COURSES  
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the courses AFROAM 262, JUDAIC 360, and 

MUSIC 309 as recommended by the Academic Matters Council. 
   

This motion was seconded and passed without objection. 
 
F. NEW BUSINESS 
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve General Education designations in the curriculum 
06-00 areas, as set forth in Sen. Doc. No. 00-010. 
  

This motion was seconded and passed without objection. 
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the curricular changes in the undergraduate  
07-00  majors in Forestry, Natural Resource Studies, and Wildlife & Fisheries 

Conservation, as described in Sen. Doc. No. 00-012. 
 
This motion was seconded and passed without objection. 

 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve establishment of a Center for International  
08-00 Securities and Derivatives Markets in the Isenberg School of Management at 

UMass/Amherst, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-012. 
 
This motion was seconded and passed without objection. 

 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate of the University of Massachusetts, Amherst advise the Vice 
09-00   President for Academic Matters that the Senate: 
 

1. Recommends against establishment of the Intercampus Graduate School of 
Marine Sciences and Technology in the form proposed in the September 29, 
1999 proposal on the grounds of excessive cost, adverse impact to existing 



programs and inappropriate provisions to ensure a sound academic 
program. 

2. Recommends that the proposed School be recast in a "lead" campus model 
grounded in the form and principles successfully employed in the Five 
College models. 

3. Supports the Boston and Dartmouth campuses as logical candidates for 
"lead" campus designation in an intercampus graduate marine science and 
technology program. 

 
This motion was seconded and passed without objection.  

 
The 572nd Regular Meeting of the Faculty Senate stood adjourned at 5:05 p.m. December 2, 1999. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Joseph Larson, Interim Secretary of the Faculty Senate. 
 

The Proceedings of the meeting are available on audio tape at the Faculty Senate office dated 
December 2, 1999. 

 
 

 
  

 


