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MINUTES: Presiding Officer Ernest May called the 575th Regular Meeting of the Faculty Senate 
to order on Thursday, March 9, 2000 at 3:30 p.m. in Herter Hall 227. 

 
A. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Principal Administrative Officers 
 

Chancellor David K. Scott addressed three points brought up at the open forum 
previously held in Mahar auditorium March 7, 2000.  He began by putting to rest an idea 
that there was a $33 million reserve fund that the University held, and requested that 
individuals finding peculiarities in the financial statements investigate those claims with a 
member of the administration before publicizing them. 
 Next Chancellor Scott demonstrated a slide reflecting the difference between the 
original planned expenditures in Strategic Action and what the actual expenditures have 
been.    
 Chancellor Scott finished by once again clarifying the reasoning behind the 1-
3% projected budget cuts for next year.  He explained that there would not be a uniform 
cut for all departments in the institution, and in order to balance the 1% cuts, some 
departments would have to be cut up to 3%.  Chancellor Scott then announced that 
"Academic Affairs would be held to 1%…maintaining access to classes at the kind of 
levels that we have had." 
 
Vice Chancellor Paul Page spoke next in an effort to explain the University's "financial 
cushion".  He explained that the "cushion" is made up of moneys in accounts on campus 
at the end of the year that have not yet been expended, but that have plans and "specific 
uses that have been set aside for those funds."  He cited Housing Services and Physical 
Plant as examples of areas that rely on the "cushion" to sustain them through the summer 
months when money is not coming into those departments. 
 Vice Chancellor Page summed up his remarks by stating that the "cushion" 
consists of “unexpended monies that are in all the accounts on this institution for which 
there is a specific purpose that those have been generated, they just at the particular point 
in time haven't been spent…There is no central pot of money or a reserve that we have 
set aside to meet the issues that we are facing." 
 
Deputy Provost John Cunningham began his statements with an announcement that the 
first of five candidates for the Dean of the Commonwealth College would be arriving on 
campus March 20th 2000. 
 Next, Deputy Provost Cunningham remarked on the progress of this semester's 
course registration period by noting that the University was able to "maintain sufficient 
course selections and…instructional capacity (seats in courses needed by students in 
order to graduate on time)." 
 

2. The Interim Secretary of the Faculty Senate 
 

Interim Secretary Joseph S. Larson brought attention to a draft Special Report by the 
Rules Committee demonstrating events and activities affecting the budget now and in the 
coming year.  He cited "unfunded mandates," or expenditures imposed on the campus 
from the outside, in the forms of financial aid and the growth of centralized 
administration, as a source of expenditures impacting the budget.   

Interim Secretary Larson urged all to send comments to the Faculty Senate 
Office regarding this issue and to "focus some of the debate on the other elements beside 
this campus that are impacting our budget situation in an adverse way." 

 



3. The President of the Graduate Student Senate 
 

John Sebella, Executive Officer first addressed the issue of administrative withdrawal 
connected with housing.  He explained that the Graduate Student Senate is trying to 
eliminate this practice, but until then would like to link Housing Affairs with Academic 
Affairs, and form a committee that these types of issues could be heard by. 
 Executive Officer Sebella continued his remarks by opposing the closing of the 
Dental Clinic at Health Services, and the cutting of TA's from the Spanish department, 
where nearly 1600 students are trying to get into classes. 
 Executive Officer Sebella's final remarks were in the form of a question for Vice 
Chancellor Paul Page.  Sebella wondered why the "financial cushion" isn't being used to 
aid the University budget when a mission statement from the President's Office clearly 
reads "a solid financial cushion will buffer a campus from the effects of a low or negative 
operating margin in unplanned expense or a revenue decrease". 

 
4. The President of the Student Government Association 

 
Seth Avakian, Student Trustee addressed the Senate with two main issues.  First he 
reminded faculty of the opportunity to participate in Course and Teacher Evaluation 
guide.  Next Student Trustee Avakian noted his concern over the issues surrounding the 
Consumer Studies program and the waiting lists for students trying to fulfill the 
University's language requirement.  In an effort to aid both programs, Avakian explained 
that a resolution had been passed by the Undergraduate Student Senate holding back 
raises for non-unit employees making $75,000 per year or more. 

 
B. QUESTION PERIOD 
 

(Problems with the microphones caused a number of questions to be omitted.) 
 

Senator Daniel Martin voiced his concern over cuts being made in the Spanish 
Department.  He then asked Deputy Provost John Cunningham what has become of the 
$285,000 supplementary budget, which is supposed to be given from the Provost to 
supply extra classes in Spanish. 
 
Deputy Provost John Cunningham responded that "the supplementary money has not 
yet been given to us by the Chancellor for the excess demands and high capacities."  He 
then added that he is hopeful that the College of Humanities and Fine Arts will explore its 
curriculum priorities and Spanish language and culture within the college. 
 
Senator Roland Chilton asked the Chancellor if he believed his budget plan was "good, 
reasonable…correct and proper, and that your current plan to cut graduate students and 
faculty in order to make up for problems is reasonable."  He then expressed approval for 
the Chancellor's statement about forgoing infrastructure in order to not cut faculty and 
graduate students. 

 
C. NEW COURSES  
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the course SOCIOL 225 as recommended by the 
24-00  Academic Matters Council. 
 
  This motion was seconded and passed without objection. 
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the courses AFROAM 604, MIE 643, 644, and  
25-00   PUB P&A 606, as recommended by the Graduate Council. 
 
  This motion was seconded and passed without objection. 
 
D. NEW BUSINESS 
 



MOVED: That the present Astronomy Program in the department of Physics and Astronomy 
22-00  be established as a separate Department of Astronomy, as presented in Sen. Doc.  
  No. 00-018. 
 

This motion was postponed until the next Faculty Senate Meeting, March 23, 2000, 
until the Graduate Council Report is received. 

 
MOVED: That the name of the present Department of Physics and Astronomy be changed to 
23-00  Department of Physics. 
 

This motion was postponed until the next Faculty Senate Meeting, March 23, 2000, 
until the Graduate Council Report is received. 

 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the Agreement between the Mahidol University, 
26-00  Thailand, and the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, USA, as presented in  
  Sen. Doc. No. 00-019. 
 
  This motion was seconded and passed without objection. 
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the nominations to the Academic Honesty Board, 
27-00  as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-020. 
 
  This motion was seconded and passed without objection. 
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the identification of alternate members to the     
28-00  Academic Honesty Board as recommended by the Rules Committee and as  
  presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-020. 
 
  This motion was seconded and passed without objection. 
 
E.  BYLAW CHANGES: Second Reading 
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate establish a Council on Public Service and Outreach.  
18-00 The Council Shall:  (a) Monitor and Review campus-level activities and develop 

policy recommendations relating to the definition, development, promotion, delivery 
and evaluation of public service and outreach activities; (b) and serve as a liaison to 
systems -level service and outreach task forces and administrative bodies. 

 
Composition: 
a. One tenure-track faculty member from each of the schools and colleges; 
b. The chairs of the Academic Matters Council, Research Council, Council for 

Teaching, Learning and Instructional Technology or their designees; 
c. The Vice Chancellor for Research and Economic Development or designee 

serving 
ex officio; 

d. The Vice Provost for University Outreach serving ex officio; 
e. One representative designated by the Massachusetts Society of Professors. 
 

This Bylaw change was amended after the second reading to include an addition to 
part (b), the Chair of the Research Library Council or a designee, and (f) The 
Director of Libraries or a designee, serving ex officio. 

 
The 575th Regular Meeting of the Faculty Senate stood adjourned at 5:30 p.m. March 9, 2000. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Joseph S. Larson, Interim Secretary of the Faculty Senate. 
 
The proceedings of the meeting are available on audiotape at the Faculty Senate Office dated March 
9, 2000. 
 


