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MINUTES: Presiding Officer Ernest May called the 579th Regular Meeting of the Faculty Senate to 

order on Thursday, May 11, 2000 at 3:30 p.m. in Herter Hall 227.  
 
A. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Principal Administrative Officers 
 

Chancellor David K. Scott mentioned the fact that approximately 500 faculty members would be 
leaving the University over the next 10 years, a transition that should be thought about in the near 
future, as it's going to be difficult to "replace these faculty who have made such an enormous 
contribution to building this institution".  
 Next Chancellor Scott thanked the Senators, the Rules Committee, and especially Joseph 
Larson for a productive year in the Senate. He then wished all a productive summer ahead. 

 
Vice Chancellor Paul Page responded to a question raised at the last Senate meeting regarding the 
clock at the Old Chapel. He explained that the parts needed to repair the clock have been ordered, 
and it is expected to be running again by the end of the summer. 

 
2. The Interim Secretary of the Faculty Senate 

 
Interim Secretary Joseph Larson thanked Steve Pielock and Bill Russell from Academic 
Instructional Media Services who set up the equipment for each Senate meeting.  
 Secretary Larson then announced that the Rules Committee has been having difficulty 
getting the School of Education to bring its programs to the Senate for approval. Until this matter 
is resolved the Rules Committee will be holding approval of the School's new course requests. 
 

3. The Faculty Delegate to the Board of Trustees 
 

Faculty Delegate Brian O'Connor shared highlights from the last two Trustee meetings he 
attended. In the meeting of the Committee of the whole, the Performance Measurement System for 
the year 2000 and the importance of the Academic Quality Assessment and Development 
evaluations were discussed. Also in that meeting, Chancellor Scott had a chance to address the 
Trustees on four items of discussion: Tuition and fees as a percentage of family income, the 
institution of Financial Aid as a percentage of the General Operating Budget, Research and 
Development expenditures per faculty member, and the Financial Cushion. 
 In the full Board meeting, President Bulger praised the budget as passed by the House as 
the most generous ever and thanked the Legislature and Governor for their support. Trustee 
Bissonnette discussed retention rates and recruitment, Trustee Hoff reported the success of the 
Development Committee, Trustee Mahoney mentioned a V.I.P. golf tournament, and reports were 
heard from the Ad Hoc Committees on staffing and Intelligent Autonomy. In addition, information 
was given on the progress of Distance Learning and People Soft.  

 
B. QUESTION PERIOD 
 

Julie Brigham-Grette, Chair of the Research Library Council addressed Chancellor Scott with news that 
the Library is again in trouble financially, and asked if she could expect any financial support from the 
State Senate for the Library budget proposal. 

 
Chancellor Scott answered that the Senate Ways and Means Budget would be out soon, and he expects that 
it may reflect some changes according to what the priorities are. He noted that they will continue to work 



with the Senate on the Budget as it goes from Ways and Means through the Senate, as the Library has been 
made a priority. 

 
Senator Surinder Mehta mentioned that he had locked his keys in a room in his department and was 
unable to get back into that room to retrieve them. Senator Mehta wondered if there is some sort of 
regulation or system set up to get into locked rooms in a case of emergency. 

 
Vice Chancellor Page responded that he would look into it, as he was sure there were many regulations 
regarding access to locked rooms. 
 
Senator Daniel Martin mentioned that over 900 students were unable to enroll in a beginning Spanish 
course, and asked the Deputy Provost what was being done to manage that situation. 
 
Deputy Provost John Cunningham responded that the situation would be handled if it arose. Currently, all 
students who need that course to graduate have been enrolled in the course, with 60 seats left over for 
transfer students. 
 
Senator Mokhtar Atallah brought up the issue of Distance Learning and online courses, questioning 
whether the campus has given any thought to guidelines, rights of faculty, support for faculty, and general 
agreement among faculty as to the approach that will be taken when administering the courses. 
 
Senator Ernest May responded that the Rules Committee would take those questions under advisement. 
 
Senator Mehta added to his previous statement noting that the Public Safety Department was very helpful 
in his effort to retrieve his keys. 

 
C. ELECTIONS 
 

1. Election of Secretary of the Faculty Senate 
 

There were no additional nominations for the position of Secretary and Ernest May was elected 
Secretary of the Faculty Senate with no objections. 

 
2. Election of a Presiding Officer 

 
Senator Frank Hugus was nominated for the position of Presiding Officer and was elected to the 
position with no objections. 

 
Senator Brian O'Connor asked to suspend the rules in order to make a motion to "express incredible 
appreciation for the outstanding service professors Joseph Larson, who has been our Interim Secretary and 
Chair of the Rules Committee, to Professor Ernest May, who has done a superb job as Presiding Officer, 
and to my colleague Professor Gordon Wyse for his years on the Rules Committee."  

 
The motion was carried without objection. 

 
D. GENERAL EDUCATION DESIGNATIONS 
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the General Education designations for AFROAM190C,  
44-00  CLSICS 190G, ENGL 204 and PLSOIL 280, as recommended by the General Education  
  Council. 
 

This motion was seconded and passed without objection. 
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the General Education designation for HIST 201 for the  
45-00  Spring Semester only, as recommended by the General Education Council. 
 



This motion was passed without objection. 
 
E. NEW COURSES  
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the courses CLSICS 200 and ECON 367, as recommended  
46-00   by the Academic Matters Council. 
 

This motion was passed without objection. 
 
F. BYLAW CHANGES Third Reading 
 

Special Report of the Campus Physical Planning Committee concerning Bylaw Changes, as 
presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-022 with Motion No. 33-00. 

 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the Bylaw Changes, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-022.  
33-00 
 

(This motion was read at the 577th Regular Meeting of the Faculty Senate on April 13, 2000 and the 
578th Regular Meeting of the Faculty Senate on April 27, 2000.)  

 
There were no discussions or questions at the third reading, and the motion was passed without 
objection.  

 
G. OLD BUSINESS 
 

The following motion is from the Rules Committee at the request of the Academic Matters Council. 
(Subsequent to adoption of the motion to table Motion No. 43-00 to the May 11, 2000 meeting, the 
Provost’s Office advised the Interim Secretary that the forms used in the Approval Procedure Guide can be 
revised by the Senate so long as the revised forms call for additional information but do not remove the 
existing required information.) 

 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate require that all proposals for new Centers and Institutes include a  
43-00  description of how the Center or Institute may impact existing teaching responsibilities of  
  participating faculty members through "buy-out" arrangements, reduced teaching loads, or  
  other provisions, and how such impacts will be resolved. 
 

This motion was carried without objection. 
 
H. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Special Report of the Academic Matters Council concerning The Nonprofit Center, as presented in 
Sen. Doc. No. 00-028 with Motion No. 47-00. 

 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the establishment of The Nonprofit Center in the Isenberg  
47-00  School of Management at UMass/Amherst, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-028. 
 

This motion was passed without objection. 
 

2. Special Report of the Academic Matters Council concerning the Center for Educational 
Assessment, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-029 with Motion No. 48-00. 

 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the establishment of the Center for Educational  
48-00  Assessment in the School of Education at UMass/Amherst, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 
  00-029. 
 

This motion was passed without objection. 



 
3. Report of the Research Library Council concerning Intellectual Freedom Principles for Academic 

Libraries, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-030 with Motion No. 49-00. 
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate endorse the Intellectual Freedom Principles for Academic Libraries  
49-00   (version June 29, 1999, of the Association of College & Research Libraries), as presented in  
  Sen. Doc. No. 00-030, as recommended by the Research Library Council. 
 

This motion was passed without objection. 
 

4. Special Report of the Committee on Committees concerning Nominations to Faculty Senate 
Councils and Committees, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-031 with Motion No. 50-00. 

 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the Nominations to Faculty Senate Councils and  
50-00  Committees, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-031. 
 

This motion was passed without objection. 
 
Interim Secretary Larson made one final announcement thanking the Senate Office Staff, Anne Benz and Taryn 
Scott for serving the Senate exceedingly well during the year. 
 
The 579th Regular Meeting of the Faculty Senate stood adjourned at 4:40 p.m. May 11, 2000. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Joseph S. Larson, Interim Secretary of the Faculty Senate. 
 
The Proceedings of this meeting are available on audiotape at the Faculty Senate Office dated May 11, 2000. 


