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By Mr. Doane (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,
No. 214) ofLeo J. Coveney for legislation relative to equal educational
opportunities for all elementary and secondary students whatever
their color, creed, economic status, national origin or race. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Eight.

An Act relating to equal educational opportunities for all
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY STUDENTS WHATEVER THEIR COLOR,
CREED, ECONOMIC STATUS, NATIONAL ORIGIN OR RACE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Whereas , The 14th amendment of the United
2 State Constitution, the document whose 200th anniversary we are
3 celebrating this year, declares that no person within its jurisdiction
4 shall be denied the equal protection of the laws. But in the field
5 of education in the elementary and secondary schools this is
6 patently ignored. The poor and those on welfare and AFDC are
7 forced to go to public schools and the rich are enabled to go to
8 private schools of their choice. In summary, the law of the land
9 as found in the Pierce case in 1925 by the U.S. Supreme Court

10 does not apply equally to the rich and the poor when the poor
11 cannot take advantage of it because of financial constraints.
12 Whereas, The 14th amendment of the U.S. Constitution reads
13 in part “Nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal
14 protection of the laws.”
15 1) The state mandates schooling until age 16.
16 2) This schooling can be either private or public at the option
17 of the parents per the Pierce decision of 1925.
18 3) Rich parents can afford to exercise this option. Poor parents
19 who cannot afford private schools and low income parents who
20 are required to make serious financial sacrifices to exercise their
21 option, are not receiving equal protection of the laws.
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22 4) The 14th amendment must be enforced for all classes of
23 people blacks, whites, women, children, rich and poor parents in
24 mandatory situations and other types of minorities.
25 Whereas, Mr. Ron Raynolds, Massachusetts Commissioner of
26 Education, in a letter printed 10/27/86 in the Cape Cod Times,
27 stated that “Parents have freely chosen private educations.”
28 Whereas, I have spent thousands of dollars for tuitions to send
29 my ten children to elementary and secondary private schools in
30 order to exercise my civil right and civil liberty confirmed by the
31 United States Supreme Court in 1925 in the Pierce case. This
32 contradiction of the Commissioner of Education is evidenced by
33 numerous cancelled checks in my possession.
34 Whereas, My ten children are not more special or more
35 deserving of exercising their civil rights and civil liberties than the
36 children of the minority and majority communities who because
37 of financial hardships such as being on welfare of AFDC, find
38 that their civil rights and civil liberties are phony civil rights civil
39 liberties in the matter of mandatory education until the age of
40 sixteen, not meant for the poor but only for the wealthier classes.
41 Whereas, It is hypocritical to criticize other nations for ignoring
42 the Universal Declaration of Human Rights proclaimed by the
43 United Nations in 1948 when the Commonwealth of Massachu-
-44 setts blatantly ignores Article 26 which states: “Education shall
45 be free at least in the elementary and fundamental stages .

.

. .

46 Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that
47 shall be given to their children.”
48 Whereas, Secretary of Education Bennett has advocated the use
49 of vouchers to benefit needy students in private elementary
50 schools.
51 Whereas, In 1925 in the Pierce case, the United States Supreme
52 Court confirmed the constitutional right of all parents to send
53 their children to private or public elementary and secondary
54 schools at the parent’s option; and
55 Whereas, For decades many of the more affluent parents have
56 exercised their option to send their children to private schools to
57 the definite advantage of these children; and
58 Whereas, Many poor parents have requested freedom of choice
59 in selecting schools for their children; and
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Whereas , The constitutional rights of the parents who brought
the children into the world, to select private or public schools have
a primary well above any supposed right or public officials of the
executive, judicial or legislative branches of government to dictate
to the parents which schools their children will attend; and
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Whereas, The constitutional rights of parents who brought the
children into the world are inherently superior to the supposed
rights of any arrogant, self-serving union of teachers to force by
political power the poor to send their children to the monopolistic
public schools; and
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Whereas, The constitutional rights of the parent who brought
the children into the world are inherently superior to any arrogant
groups of advocate of the necessity of a public school system of
education on a mandated basis for poor people no matter how
disastrous that system of education is for the basic skills of
reading, writing and arithmetic and without taking into
consideration the religious and moral training and discipline
essential to a well educated child; and
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Whereas, Exceptional children and mental, emotional, and
physical handicaps that the public school cannot handle, are
currently being sent at public expense to private schools for their
elementary and secondary education; and
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Whereas, In all the other aspects of American life, food,
clothing, housing, recreation, restaurants, lawyers, doctors, drug
stores, etc., etc., except for education, open competition in the
market place available freely to each user is commonly regarded
as one of the prime causes for our ever growing standard of living;
and
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Whereas, The pluralistic society in the United States with its
many cultural, ethnic, and religious diversities and nuances, it to
be highly prized and is openly cultivated in private elementary and
secondary schools over a bland, homogeneous education or lack
of education. This advantageous pluralism is a right and
responsibility not only of the rich but also the poorest of the poor;
and
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Whereas, The greatest degradation of poverty is the
unavailability of choice, a method must be found to remove this
degradation of the poor in the mandatory education of their
children and restore them to their personal dignity as human
beings; therefore
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100 It is hereby mandated that every municipality in the
101 Commonwealth make available educational vouchers to the
102 parents of all children. The parents can use the vouchers to assist
103 in sending their children to any school, private or public, in which
104 there are available seats that the parents desire and that the school
105 authorities will accept as meeting their stated standards for
106 qualified students. However, no parents and no schools are
107 mandated to accept any portion of the available educational
108 vouchers if they are personally opposed to them.
109 The school accepting the voucher must be operated on an
110 unsegregated basis as to color and race, and must meet the
111 minimum educational requirements of the state for curricula and
112 time in school, etc., as is now mandated for private schools.
113 To minimize taxes, in each municipality, the maximum value
114 of the normal educational voucher will be the tuition,
115 transportation and other costs of the private or public school
116 chosen by the respective parents. This value will be capped by the
117 amount computed by dividing the total costs of the public schools
118 for the previous school year including the cost of the buildings
119 and their maintenance and transportation costs which are
120 financed by federal, state and local taxes by the total number of
121 school age children in the same community.
122 To encourage private schools to enroll children with learning
123 disabilities, irrespective of any voucher cap, those private schools
124 which accept disadvantaged children with physical or mental or
125 emotional handicaps will have the value of the respective vouchers
126 increased by the same percentage as the cost of educating these
127 children is increased for the public schools of the respective
128 community

129 If the parents choose to patronize private or public schools with
130 tuitions and transportation and other costs less than the amount
131 of the voucher cap, 50% of the difference between the school costs
132 and the voucher cap will be placed by the municipality in trust
133 funds for the specific children to be used with accumulated interest
134 exclusively for the post secondary education of the children as the
135 parents of the children may select.
136 Individual schools, private or public, may accept donations
137 from private or public sources, individuals, corporations,
138 foundations or governmental entities or specific fund raisers

39 without effect on the other provisions of this act
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