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By Mr. Reilly, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 449)

of Martin T. Reilly for legislation to establish a program of medical
assistance for pregnant women and minors who lack sufficient medical
insurance coverage. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Eight.

An Act relative to providing healthy starts for pregnant

WOMEN AND MINORS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The General Law is hereby amended by inserting
2 after Chapter 111 G the following chapter:
3 Chapter 111H.
4 Medical Assistance Program for Pregnant Women.

5 The department of public health shall establish a program of
6 medical care and assistance for pregnant women and minors who
7 do not receive medical assistance under chapter one hundred and
8 eighteen E and who lack private insurance coverage or have such a
9 policy not covering all medically necessary care covered by the

10 program established by this chapter. The department shall furnish
11 such medical assistance to each such pregnant woman and minor
12 residing in the commonwealth whose available income does not
13 exceed such standards for eligibility as are established by the
14 department, provided, that such standards shall not be less than
15 two hundred percent of the non-farm income poverty guidelines
16 prescribed by the United States office of management and budget.
17 Medical assistance furnished pursuant to this section shall be
18 limited to the following care and services;
19 (i)all medically necessary care to maintain health during the
20 course of the pregnancy and delivery, including medically necessary
21 care required for conditions which may complicate the pregnancy
22 or delivery;
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23 (ii)all medically necessary post-partum obstetric and gynecolog-
-24 ical care;

25 (iii) newborn care including one post-partum pediatric ambula-
-26 torv visit.
27 The department shall ensure that all women who appear to be
28 eligible for medical assistance under said chapter one hundred and
29 eighteen E are assisted are assisted in enrolling for such coverage. If
30 a woman getting services under the program herein established is
31 found by the department of public welfare to be eligible under said
32 chapter one hundred and eighteen E, the department of public
33 welfare shall pay for all such services otherwise reimbursable under
34 chapter one hundred and eighteen E, compensating thedepartment
35 of public health as necessary.
36 The benefits of such program shall be available to all financially
37 eligible pregnant women and minors of the commonwealth. Suffi-
-38 dent funds shall be appropriated to administer and to perform
39 outreach activities designed to identify and encourage the partici-
-40 pation of pregnant women and minors, as well as to pay for all the
41 above services of this act. Within six months of the effective date of
42 this Act, the department shall promulgate regulations detailing
43 eligibility criteria, services to be covered, and reimbursement poli-
-44 cies. The department shall adjust these regulations as necessary to
45 conform with new standards of care.

1 SECTION 2. Section 10 of chapter 118 E of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by Section 5 of Chapter 241 of the Acts
3 of 1982, is hereby further amended by adding thereto the following
4 sentences:
5 The income and assets of any applicant for medical assistance
6 under eighteen years of age who lives with his or her parent shall be
7 deemed to include the income and assets of the parent of such
8 applicant unless the applicant is married, divorced, or separated
9 has served in the armed services; has been emancipated by the

10 courts; or has received or intends toreceive care pursuant to section
11 twelve Fof chapter one hundred twelve, and his or her parent does
12 not know that such care has been received or is being sought or has
13 refused to pay for such care.

1 SECTION 3. Section lof Chapter 118 E of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by Chapter 351 of the Acts of 1981, is
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hereby further amended by inserting after the second paragraph the
following two paragraphs:

5 The medical assistance income standard for women during preg-
nancy and during a sixty-day period beginning on the last day of
pregnancy, and for children up to and including five years of age on
the effective dates provided herein, shall not be less than one
hundred percent of the non-farm official poverty line as prescribed
by the United States office of management and budget, and no
resource standard shall be applied to these groups. The foregoing
provision shall apply to children according to the following timeta-
ble: Infants under one year of age on April 1, 1987; children who
have attained one year of age but not two years of age on October 1,
1987; children who have attained two years of age but not three
years of age on October I, 1988; children who have attained three
years of age but not four years of age on October I, 1989; and
children who have attained four years of age but not five years of
age on October 1, 1990. A pregnant woman shall remain eligible
throughout her pregnancy and for sixty days post-partum without
regard to any changes in income of the family of which she is a
member.
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Effective July 1, 1987, the medical assistance income standardfor
individuals sixty-five years of age or older and for individuals who
are disabled within the definition of Title XVI of the Social Security
Act shall not be less than one hundred percent of the non-farm
official poverty line as prescribed by the United States office of
management and budget.
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SECTION 4. Section 6 of Chapter 118 E of the General Laws, as
most recently amended by Chapter 432 of the Acts of 1984, is
hereby further amended by inserting after the fifth sentence of the
first paragraph the following sentence;

2
3
4
5 The department shall provide for making medical assistance

available to a pregnant woman during a presumptive eligibility
period beginning with the date on which a qualified provider
determines on the basis of preliminary informationthat her income
renders her eligible.
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SECTION 5. Section 65 A of Chapter 6A of the GeneralLaws, as
most recently amended by Chapter 347 of the Acts of 1984, is
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3 is hereby amended by inserting at the end thereof, the following
4 sentence:
5 No acute hospital shall deny access to care and services as des-
-6 cribed by section one, subsection (i), (ii), and (iii), of chapter one
7 hundred and eleven H to recipients of benefits under chapter one
8 hundred and eleven H.

1 SECTION 6. Section 65 of Chapter 6A of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by Chapter 574 of the Acts of 1985, is
3 hereby amended by inserting at the end of the second paragraph,
4 the following sentence:
5 Recipients of the program established by Chapter one hundred
6 and eleven H shall be exempt from any collection action, pre-
-7 admission deposit, or any other form of billing or collection
8 procedures.

1 SECTION 7. The first paragraph of Section 51D of chapter
2 111, as added by section thirteen of chapter five hundred and
3 seventy-four of the Acts of 1985, is hereby amended by striking
4 out the first and second sentences and inserting in place thereof
5 the following sentences:
6 No acute hospital shall impose any discriminatory restrictions or
7 conditions relating to admission, availability of services, treatment,
8 transfer or discharge with respect to any patient because that
9 patient is a medicare beneficiary or beneficiary of any other federal

10 program or state program, including but not limited to Medicaid,
11 which provides payment for medical coverage. Prohibited practices
12 include, but are not limited to, any such discrimination based on the
13 diagnostically related group classification of a medicare beneficiary
14 or any other criteria, including cost of treatment, severity of illness,
15 and average length of stay, which are not equally applied to all
16 patients with comparable medical needs seeking or receiving the
17 services of the hospital.

1 SECTION 8. Section 75 of Chapter 6A of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by Chapter 574 of the Acts of 1984, is
3 hereby amended by inserting at the end of paragraph (2) the follow-
-4 ing sentence;
5 The commission, where it deems necessary, shall adjust a hospi-
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6 tal’s allowance for uncompensated care if it has determined that
7 such adjustment is necessary to adequately compensate such hospi-
-8 tal for the provision of care and services to recipients of benefits
9 under chapter one hundred and eleven H.
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