
In addition to programming
these newly available funds,
the amendment revises the
FFYs 2009 element of the
TIP to reflect current project
costs and readiness.

Another amendment that
will program additional
ARRA funding for Boston-
region highway and transit
projects is anticipated later
this year.

A list of the projects includ-
ed in Amendment 2, along
with a summary of the entire
ARRA, is available at
www.bostonmpo.org.
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MEETING CALENDAR

For the most recent information
on the following public meetings
and others that may have been
scheduled after TRANSREPORT
went to press, go to www.boston
mpo.org or call (617) 973-7119.
A photo ID is required to access
most meeting sites.

AT THE STATE
TRANSPORTATION
BUILDING, 10 PARK
PLAZA, BOSTON

March 10 (Tuesday)

MBTA Workshop: FYs 2010–2014
Capital Investment Program.
Conference Rooms 2 and 3.
5:30 PM to 7:00 PM

March 11 (Wednesday)

Regional Transportation Advisory
Council Freight Committee. MPO
Conference Room, Suite 2150.
1:00 PM

Regional Transportation Advisory
Council.Conference Room 4.
3:00 PM

March 19 (Thursday)

Boston Region MPO Unified
Planning Work Program (UPWP)
Subcommittee. MPO Conference
Room, Suite 2150. 9:15 AM

Boston Region MPO Transportation
Planning and Programming

Calendar continued on p. 2

The members of the Boston Region MPO: Executive Office of Transportation and Public Works, Cities of Boston,
Newton, Salem, and Somerville, Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority, Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority Advisory Board, Massachusetts Highway
Department, Massachusetts Port Authority, Massachusetts Turnpike Authority, Metropolitan Area Planning Council,
Regional Transportation Advisory Council, Towns of Bedford, Framingham, and Hopkinton

MPO Approves TIP Amendment
February
17, pro-
vides
$46.7 bil-

lion for transportation proj-
ects nationwide.

The MPO’s TIP amendment
programs $129.9 million in
ARRA funds for highway
projects and $198.9 million
for transit projects in the
Boston region. The highway
projects must be underway
within 120 days. Because of
the extremely short time-
frame for spending the
ARRA funds, project readi-
ness was a key factor in proj-
ect selection.

Share Your
Ideas!

See page 3 for an opportuni-
ty to assist the Boston
Region MPO in defining
which planning studies will
be included in its federal fis-
cal year 2010 Unified
Planning Work Program.

The information you provide
will also be shared with the
Executive Office of Trans-
portation and Public Works
as it prepares “You Move
Massachusetts,” the new
transportation plan for the
commonwealth.

ACTION INCORPORATES
STIMULUS PROJECTS
With its February 26 vote to
approve Amendment 2 of
the Boston Region MPO’s
Federal Fiscal Years (FFYs)
2007–2110 Transportation
Improvement Program
(TIP), the MPO helped clear
the way for the region to
take advantage of economic
stimulus funding provided
under the American
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act (ARRA). The Act, which
was approved by Congress
on February 10 and signed
by President Obama on

On February 24, Governor
Deval Patrick filed a bill with
the state legislature that will
reform the way that trans-
portation is delivered to resi-
dents of the commonwealth.
Designed to build a long-
term, sustainable transporta-
tion base to support job
growth and economic devel-
opment in Massachusetts, the
plan includes:

. Restructuring and simpli-
fying the state’s transporta-
tion agencies, including
abolishing the Massachu-
setts Turnpike Authority
(MTA)

. Ending the “23 years and

out” MBTA pension bene-
fit

. Bringing MTA and MBTA
employees into the state
health care system

. Increasing accountability
and transparency

. Making the transportation
system more environmen-
tally responsible

. Streamlining operations
and eliminating 300 posi-
tions within the trans-
portation agencies

. Moving MassHighway per-
sonnel from the capital
budget onto the regular
payroll

� Legislation cont. on p. 4

. Providing a responsible,
long-term funding source
to fix roads and bridges,



Committee. Conference Room 4.
10:00 AM

March 25 (Wednesday)

Access Advisory Committee to the
MBTA. Conference Room 4.
1:00 PM to 3:30 PM

March 30 (Monday)

MBTA Rider Oversight Committee.
Conference Rooms 1, 2, and 3.
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

AT OTHER BOSTON
AREA LOCATIONS

March 5 (Thursday)

MBTA Workshop: FYs 2010–2014
Capital Investment Program.
Boston Public LIbrary, Roxbury
Branch, 65 Warren Street,
Roxbury. 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM

March 9 (Monday)

EOTPW Open House and Public
Meeting: Green Line Extension
Preferred Alternative. Brooks
Elementary School, 388 High
Street, Medford. 5:30 PM (Open
House), 6:30 PM (Meeting)

March 11 (Wednesday)

EOTPW Open House and Public
Meeting: Green Line Extension
Preferred Alternative. Somerville
High School, 81 Highland Avenue,
Somerville. 5:30 PM (Open
House), 6:30 PM (Meeting)

March 16 (Monday)

MBTA Workshop: FYs 2010–2014
Capital Investment Program.
Northeastern University, Egan
Research Center, Raytheon
Amphitheater, 120 Forsyth Street,
Boston. 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM

March 18 (Wednesday)

MBTA Community Meeting:
Maverick Station/Maverick Square
Station Improvements. Sovereign
Bank, 2 Meridian Street, East
Boston. 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM

March 18 (Wednesday)

MBTA and City of Beverly
Informational Meeting: Proposed
Beverly Depot Station Parking
Garage and Transit-Oriented-
Development Project. Beverly
City Hall, City Council Chambers,
Third Floor, 191 Cabot Street,
Beverly. 7:00 PM

Meetings sponsored by the Boston
Region MPO are conducted in
accessible locations, and materi-
als can be provided in accessible
formats and in languages other
than English. If you would like
accessibility or language accom-
modation, please contact the
MPO at (617) 973-7100 (voice),
(617) 973-8855 (fax), or (617)
973-7089 (TTY), or e-mail public
information@bostonmpo.org.

Calendar cont. from p. 1

� Green Line cont. on p. 5
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Preferred Alternative Selected
for Green Line Extension
EXTENSION TO MYSTIC
VALLEY PARKWAY/
ROUTE 16 AND UNION
SQUARE PLANNED

Transportation Secretary
James Aloisi Jr. announced
on February 4 a recommen-
dation to extend the Green
Line to Mystic Valley
Parkway/Route 16 in
Medford and to Union

Square in Somerville via
existing commuter rail
rights-of-way on the MBTA
Fitchburg and Lowell lines.
The recommendation to
extend the line beyond the
legal committment of
Medford Hillside (College
Avenue), which is dependent
on federal funding, is the
result of an extensive public-
planning process that has

involved many meetings with
community planners, elected
officials, residents, and busi-
ness owners over the past
several years.

As shown in the map below,
the recommended alternative
will provide transit service to
East Cambridge, Somerville,
and Medford neighbor-



Do You Have a Mobility or Safety Concern?
The Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) has begun developing
its next Unified Planning Work Program, which will set forth transportation-planning
studies to be conducted in federal fiscal year 2010. To help us in this process, we would
like to hear about mobility and safety issues that could be addressed through a study.
Using the space below, describe your issue(s) as specifically as possible, including details
such as location(s), travel mode(s) involved, and length of delay.

The information provided will also be shared with the Executive Office of Transportation and Public Works as they con-
tinue to develop “You Move Massachusetts”, the new transportation plan for the commonwealth. Thank you!

May we contact you for further information about your study idea? Y N

Telephone: E-mail address:

Keep Up-to-Date
Check below if you would like receive free publications and/or notices from the MPO.

�TRANSREPORT only �MPO Info listserve �Both TRANSREPORT and MPO Info listserve

Name: E-mail address:

Address (only if you would prefer to receive TRANSREPORT via U.S. mail):

Street: State: Zip:
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Highway fatalities in
Massachusetts fell by 28.5
percent from 2007 to 2008,
according to preliminary
state highway safety data col-
lected by the Governors
Highway Safety Association
(GHSA). GHSA sur-
veyed 44 states and the
District of Columbia
and found that 40 of
those states and the
District of Columbia saw
declines — an average of
10.7 percent. Massachusetts
had the most significant
percentage decline in the
nation, however. In 2008, 310
people died in motor vehicle
collisions, which is 28.5 per-
cent fewer than in 2007.

Speaking to the nationwide
trend, GHSA Executive
Director Barbara Harsha
said, “Clearly, the high gas
prices in the first part of the

. Saving $47 million at the
MBTA by reducing over-
time costs and staff levels
and increasing employee
health care contributions
. Saving $31 million at the

Turnpike by eliminating
middle management and
toll takers
. Launching the Accelerated

Bridge Repair Program

More information about the
proposed legislation is avail-
able at www.youmove
massachusetts.org/reform
.html, and the MPO’s web-
site, www.bostonmpo.org.

. 6 cents to preserve current
MBTA services and pre-
vent a fare increase
. 1 cent for an Innovative

Gas and Toll Solutions pro-
gram
. 1.5 cents for regional tran-

sit authorities
. 1.5 cents for regional road

projects
. 3 cents for rail projects

outside of Boston
. 2 cents to shift personnel

expenses away from bond
funds

4 TRANSREPORT March 2009 www.bostonmpo.org

year and the difficult econo-
my in the second half caused
people to drive less, thus
reducing fatalities. However,
there’s more occurring here
than just economic factors.”
She cited the increased use

of seat belts and the imple-
mentation and enforcement
of stronger state safety laws
as other likely factors.

Transportation officials in
Massachusetts credit safety
initiatives already underway
in the commonwealth for the
reduction in fatalities. These
include programs for priori-
tizing safety-related infra-
structure improvements, con-
ducting road safety audits to
identify hazardous roadway

Massachusetts Leads Nation in
Reduction of Highway Deaths

features, enhancing bicycle
and pedestrian safety,
encouraging seatbelt use,
and increasing participation
in the Safe Routes to School
Program.

“This study confirms
what we already know
— that highway safety
is a top priority in
Massachusetts, thanks

to a strong partnership
among state, regional, and
local agencies who are dedi-
cated to saving lives and
reducing injuries on our
roadways,” said Massachusetts
Highway Department
Commissioner Luisa
Paiewonsky. “We take our
safety responsibilities quite
seriously and will continue
doing everything we can to
improve road safety.”

Massachusetts’ transportation officials credit
safety initiatives already underway in the

commonwealth for the reduction in fatalities.

pay down existing debt,
and secure the state’s eco-
nomic future

The plan relies on new rev-
enue to be generated from a
proposed 19-cent increase in
the gas tax, which has not
been increased since 1991.
Each new penny of the pro-
posed increase would be
dedicated to a specific trans-
portation initiative:

. 4 cents to roll back the
proposed toll increases on
the Turnpike

The plan embraces all of the
reforms recommended by
the Transportation Finance
Commission and would save
an estimated $2.5 billion
over 20 years. It builds upon
reforms that have already
been implemented, includ-
ing:

. Joining the 49 other states
in using civilian flaggers
on construction projects

. Streamlining MassHigh-
way’s project delivery time
by 40 percent

� Legislation cont. from p. 1

Move Over
Law Passes
This month, Massachusetts
joins the ranks of states that
have enacted a Move Over
Law to protect police officers
and emergency personnel
from being struck by passing
vehicles as they respond to
emergencies and conduct
their duties along roadways.

The law requires motorists
approaching a stationary
emergency vehicle, highway
maintenance vehicle, or tow
truck with lights flashing to
provide safe clearance for
persons on the scene. Drivers
must proceed cautiously,
reduce speed, and make a
lane-change away from the
emergency vehicle if possi-
ble. If making a lane change
is not possible, the drivers
should still proceed with
caution and reduce speed.
Violating the law can result
in a fine of up to $100.



Boston Region MPO Activities
BOSTON REGION MPO ACTION ITEMS
The Transportation Planning and Programming Committee voted on February 5 to release for a 15-day public review peri-
od an amendment to the Federal Fiscal Years (FFYs) 2007–2010 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). On February
26, following the recommendation of the Committee, the MPO formally adopted the amendment. (See the article on page
1.) The Committee also gave the nod for MPO staff to begin two work programs. The first is to design neighborhood maps
that show landmarks within a 5- to 10-minute walk of the 20 MBTA stations. The second is to provide support for the State
Fiscal Years 2009–2011 MBTA Service Benchmarking Program.

continue to grow faster than
revenues. (Current reports
indicate a SFY 2009 deficit of
up to $160 million.)

Mr. Davis said that going for-
ward, the MBTA plans to
control costs through a vari-
ety of measures, including
addressing overtime, health-
care costs, and fare evasion,
and implementing opera-
tional efficiencies.

Hayes Morrison, the MPO’s
TIP manager, discussed
Amendment Two of the 2009
Element of the FFYs 2007-
2010 TIP. (See the related
article on page 1.)

REGIONAL
TRANSPORTATION
ADVISORY COUNCIL
UPDATE

Transportation finance
issues were at the forefront
of the presentations to the
Advisory Council on
February 11.

Jonathan R. Davis, Deputy
General Manager and Chief
Financial Officer of the
MBTA, discussed the rea-
sons for the significant fiscal
challenges confronting the
agency.

In 2000 the MBTA transi-
tioned to forward funding,
which requires the Authority

to fund its operating and
capital expenses from its
annual budget. The budget is
funded, in part, from a dedi-
cated 1 percent of the state
sales tax, which underper-
formed expected revenues by
$136 million in state fiscal
year (SFY) 2009.

The MBTA’s revenue short-
falls also affect its State of
Good Repair program, which
funds $470 million of the
MBTA’s $2.7 billion backlog
of maintenance and upgrade
projects. A $570 million
annual budget over the next
20 years is necessary to
address this backlog.
Expenses and debt service
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The Access Advisory Committee to the MBTA (AACT),
the Boston Region Metropolitan PlanningOrganization,
and the MBTA mark with sorrow the passing of Robert
P. Rizzo Jr., Manager of THE RIDE Program, the MBTA’s para-
transit service for people with disabilities. Mr. Rizzo joined the MBTA
in 1987, following a career at the City of Boston, first as a teacher and
then as a manager and assistant director of the
City’s school transportation program. Over
the years, he and his staff of 17 worked to
ensure the delivery of safe and reliable
service to customers of THE RIDE. In
state fiscal year 2008 alone, THE
RIDE provided over 1.7 million trips
and had over 58,000 registered cus-
tomers.

Mr. Rizzo was a well-respected para-
transit expert. His peers from across the
country and from around the world often
sought his counsel, and he also participated on
numerous transportation panels and committees at the national level.

“Care and sensitivity was Mr. Rizzo’s motto,” said AACT Chair Ben
Haynes. “He respected others’ abilities and listened to their needs. The
MBTA has many hardworking employees, but the agency will be hard
pressed to find another person who will be as sensitive, respectful, and
capable. He will be greatly missed.”

ACCESS ADVISORY
COMMITTEE TO THE
MBTA (AACT) UPDATE
A new brochure outlining
the history of AACT, its mis-
sion, its accomplishments,
and ways to get involved is
now available. Designed to
promote increased participa-
tion in AACT, it is an excel-
lent resource for municipali-
ties, independent-living cen-
ters, and educational and
medical facilities. To order a
supply for your institution,
contact AACT coordinator
Janie Guion, at (617) 973-
7100 (voice) or (617) 973-
7089 (TTY), or e-mail her at
guion@bostonmpo.org.

� Green Line cont. from p. 2

hoods, and will include the
construction of seven new
stations and a realignment of
the existing Lechmere
Station. It is expected to
attract 8,900 new riders per
day systemwide by 2030. It
will also advance community
plans for smart growth and
redevelopment and improve
service to environmental-jus-
tice populations in the area.

The Executive Office of
Transportation anticipates
starting construction by 2012
and completing it by
December 31, 2014.

Two public meetings were
recently held – one in

Medford and one in
Somerville – at which mem-
bers of the Green Line proj-
ect team were available to
answer questions about the
project. Each meeting also
included a presentation fol-
lowed by a public discussion
period. Several hundred
people attended.

For more information about
the project, including meet-
ing minutes and presenta-
tion materials, go to
www.mass.gov/greenline
extension.

Public Meetings Scheduled
for Green Line Extension



Massport to Revamp
Cruiseport Terminal

TRANSREPORT

PUBLISHED BY THE BOSTON
REGION METROPOLITAN
PLANNING ORGANIZATION

James A.Aloisi Jr.,

MPO Chairman

David J. Mohler, Chair

Marc Draisen, Vice Chair

Transportation Planning and
Programming Committee

EDITORS
Mary Ellen Sullivan

Maureen Kelly

CONTRIBUTORS
Janie Guion

John Hersey

Hayes Morrison

GRAPHICS
EOTPW

Kate ParkerO’Toole

The MPO does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color,
national origin, English profi-
ciency, income, religious creed,
ancestry, disability, age, gender,
sexual orientation, or military
service. Any person who
believes herself/himself or any
specific class of persons to have
been subjected to discrimina-
tion may file a written com-
plaint with the MPO. A com-
plaint must be filed no later
than 30 calendar days after the
date on which the person
believes the discrimination
occurred.

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning
Organization
State Transportation Building
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150
Boston, MA 02116

First Class Mail
U.S. Postage Paid

Boston, MA
Permit No. 52233

TRANSREPORT is published monthly by the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization to disseminate information on current transportation projects
and issues in the Boston region. Comments and requests to be added to or deleted from the mailing list are welcome and should be sent either to
TRANSREPORT Editors, Boston Region MPO Staff, 10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150, Boston, MA 02116, or to publicinformation@bostonmpo.org. TRANSREPORT

is free. Its preparation is financed in part by grants from the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration.

TRANSTRANSTRIVIATRIVIA
Test your trivia knowledge
against the MPO’s Mobility
Management System! The
MPO uses the MMS to monitor
the performance and utiliza-
tion of transportation facili-
ties in the region.

1. What was the total number
of parking spaces on each
rapid transit line and what
was their utilization on a
typical weekday in 2006?

2. What was the total number
of parking spaces for each
commuter rail line and
what was their utilization
on a typical weekday in
2006?

1.Rapidtransitlines

RedLine:8,149(91%);Orange
Line:4,998(85%);BlueLine:
3,612(81%);GreenLine:2,011
(67%)

2A.Commuterraillinestermi-
natingatNorthStation

Newburyport/RockportLine:
3,516(56%);LowellLine:3,339
(61%);FitchburgLine:1,589
(72%);HaverhillLine:2,510(52%)

2B.Commuterraillinesterminat-
ingatSouthStation

Providence/StoughtonLine:
7,490(85%);WorcesterLine3,578
(83%);Franklin/ForgeParkLine:
3,507(77%);Plymouth/
KingstonLine:3,041(83%);
Middleborough/LakevilleLine:
2,844(68%);NeedhamLine,
1,162(74%);FairmountLine:399
(58%)

Defibrillator Installation
Underway on MBTA
Commuter Rail Trains
Life-saving equipment is
being put in each train of
the MBTA’s commuter rail
fleet as the MBTA and
Massachusetts Bay
Commuter Railroad move
forward with a program to
install automated external
defibrillators (AEDs) in all
84 of its trains for use in the
event that a passenger sus-
tains cardiac arrest on board
a train. The portable devices
can detect a heart’s rhythm
and guide rescuers in deliv-
ering shocks to the victim to
restore normal heart rhythm.

As part of this program,
train conductors and assis-
tant conductors will receive
four hours of first-aid train-
ing for treating heart attack
victims, covering the use of
the defibrillators and car-
diopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) on adults and chil-
dren.

Close to half of the AEDs
have already been installed,
and all of them will have
been installed in the com-
muter rail system by the
beginning of summer.

The Massachusetts Port
Authority (Massport) is plan-
ning a $3 million facelift for
Cruiseport Boston, formerly
known as the Black Falcon
Cruise Terminal, which is
located in South Boston. The
project will include:
. Replacing and renovating

existing finishes
. Painting the interior and

exterior and adding color-

ful accents and graphics
. Installing new ceilings,

light fixtures, flooring, car-
peting, and way-finding
signage.

. Expanding the passenger
check-in area

The project is expected to
begin in the spring and be
completed by the end of the
year.

Trivia Answers


