
SENATE No. 1755
By Mr. Berry, a petition of Frederick E. Berry and John W. Olver

for legislation to authorize cities and towns to impose an excise on
certain automatic amusement devices. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Nine

Act to authorize cities and towns to impose an excise on
CERTAIN AUTOMATIC AMUSEMENT DEVICES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The General Laws of the Commonwealth, as appearing in the
2 1986 Official Edition, are hereby amended by adding after
3 Chapter 64J the following new chapter;

CHAPTER 64K.
TAXATION OF AMUSEMENT DEVICES.

4
5

6 Section 1. When used in this chapter the following words shall.
7 unless the context otherwise requires, have the following
8 meanings;
9 (a) “Automatic amusement device”, any mechanism subject to

10 licensing under the provisions of section one hundred seventy-
-11 seven A of chapter one hundred and forty of the General Laws.
12 (b) “Counting mechanism”, any device, owned or leased by a
13 city or town, which when attached to an automatic amusement
14 device maintains a count of coins, bills or tokens used in the
15 operation of said device.

.16 (c) “Operator”, any person who by contract, agreement or
* 17 ownership is responsible for furnishing, installing or, servicing or

18 maintaining an automatic amusement device.
19 (d) “Person”, includes any individual, partnership, association,
20 with or without transferable shares, joint stock company,
21 corporation, society, club, organization, institution, estate.
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22 receiver, assignee, or referee, and any other person acting in a
23 fiduciary or representative capacity, whether appointed by a court
24 or otherwise, or any combination of individuals acting as a unit.
25 Section 2. Any city or town which accepts the provisions of this,
26 chapter shall be authorized to impose a tax upon the operator,)
27 or any automatic amusement device located within such city or*
28 town at a rate of up to but not exceeding five percent of the total,
29 gross receipts produced by each automatic amusement device. The,
30 operator shall pay the tax imposed under the provisions of this*
31 chapter at a time and in a manner determined by the city or town.
32 This chapter shall only take effect in a city or town accepting the
33 provisions of this chapter by a majority vote of the city council
34 with the approval of the mayor, in the case of a city with a Plan A,
35 Plan B, or Plan F charter; by a majority vote of the city council
36 in the case of a city with a Plan C, Plan D, or Plan E charter;
37 by a majority vote of the annual town meeting or a special town
38 meeting called for the purpose, in the case of a municipality with
39 a town meeting form of government; or by a majority vote of the
40 town council, in the case of a municipality with a town council
41 form of government. The provisions of this section shall take effect
42 on the first day of the first calendar month following such
43 acceptance; provided however, that such day is at least fifteen days
44 after such acceptance, and, provided, further, that if such day is
45 less than fifteen days after such acceptance it shall take effect on
46 the first day of the second calendar month following such
47 acceptance.
48 Section 3. Any authorized agent or employee of a city or town
49 which has accepted the provisions of this chapter shall, after
50 proper identification, be permitted to enter, at any reasonable
51 time, any premises wherein automatic amusement devices are
52 operated, for the purposes of inspecting said devices and
53 installing, maintaining and monitoring counting mechanisms on
54 said devices.
55 Section 4. Whoever adjusts, disconnects, alters, destroys*
56 tampers with, or in any other way impairs or prevents the proper
57 functioning of a counting mechanism shall be punished for the
58 first offense by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars and
59 for a subsequent offense by a fine of not more than one thousand
60 dollars.
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