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Accompanying the fifth recommendation of the Department of 
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Wf)t CommontoealH) of fflaMaibuietti

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety.

An Act relating to certain birth, marriage and death records.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as follows:

1 Section 2A of chapter 46 of the General Laws, as amended by
2 section 2 of chapter 334 of the acts of 1986, is hereby amended
3 by adding the following four new paragraphs: —
4 The commissioner of public health shall develop a plan with
5 the secretary of the Commonwealth for the transfer to the state
6 archives of all record copies of marriage and deaths from 1896
7 through 1915 required to be maintained in said commissioner’s
8 office in accordance with section 28 of chapter 486 of the acts of
9 1976, along with all corrections to said records filed not later than

10 1915, and all copies of the indexes thereto.
11 After transfer, the secretary of the Commonwealth shall be the
12 official custodian of such copies and shall be responsible for the
13 preservation thereof. Said copies and all original records of birth
14 for 1841 through 1896 and marriage and deaths for 1841 through
15 1915 in the offices of the city and town clerks throughout the
16 Commonwealth shall be maintained as public records in
17 accordance with chapter 66 of the General Laws, notwithstanding
18 any general or specific law to the contrary, with the exception that
19 only certified copies of such records may be issued.
20 Until such time as the secretary of the Commonwealth is able
21 to secure and transfer these records, the commissioner of public
22 health shall allow public access to these records in accordance with
23 the provisions of the above section as if said copies were still in
24 his custody.
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25 The commissioner of public health shall, no later than
26 December 31, 1991, transfer to the secretary of the Common-
27 wealth all record copies of births, marriages and deaths from 1896
28 through 1900, the index thereto, and the corrections to said
29 records filed no later than 1900 pursuant to section 13 of chapter
30 46 of the General Laws as amended, copies of marriage and death
31 records from 1916 through 1920, the indexes thereto, and the
32 corrections to said records filed no later than 1920 pursuant to
33 section 13 of chapter 46 of the General Laws as amended, required
34 to be maintained in the commissioner’s office in accordance with
35 chapter 486 of the acts of 1976, shall be transferred to the secretary
36 of the Commonwealth as part of the overall plan for transfer and
37 said commissioner shall no later than December 31 of every fifth
38 succeeding year, transfer to the said Secretary the earliest five years
39 of all record copies of birth, marriage and death, the indexes
40 thereto, and the corrections to said records filed the same five
41 years remaining in the custody of the commissioner in accordance
42 with section 28 of chapter 486 of the Acts of 1976. All records
43 that are part of the transfer plan, and the original records of birth,
44 death and marriage for the same time period maintained in the
45 offices of the city and town clerks throughout the Commonwealth,
46 shall be maintained as public records in accordance with chapter
47 66 of the General Laws notwithstanding any general or specific
48 law to the contrary with the exception that only certified copies
49 of such records may be issued.


