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To The Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am filing for your consideration "An Act Relative To
Those Persons Who Drive With Suspended or Revoked Licenses. 1

Last session I introduced this bill, and your strong
support for it was evidenced by its passage in both branches of
the Legislature. But for the rush of legislation at the end of
the session, the bill most certainly would have been sent to me
for signature. I am resubmitting this bill to you with the two
sections added by the Legislature, the addition of chapter
eighty-nine to Section 1 (2) of the bill, and an addition to
Section 6 providing that motor vehicle violation conviction
records will be public subject to regulations promulgated by
the Registrar.

We have made significant and important progress in
achieving the safest roads in the United States. However, we
continue to suffer tragedies and so we must continue to search
for ways to protect all those who travel on our highways.

This bill will permit the Registrar, with receipt of
official notice including by electronic transmission, to
suspend, revoke, limit or reinstate the right to operate a
motor vehicle for driving offenses committed outside of the
Commonwealth by Massachusetts drivers as if the offenses had
been committed in Massachusetts. Also, the bill permits the
Registrar to immediately revoke or deny licenses to those whose
licenses have been suspended or revoked by other states.
Further, the bill increases the penalties for those driving
when their licenses have been suspended or revoked. The bill
also provides that where an individual whose license was
suspended or revoked, is found by the Registrar to have
operated the motor vehicle of another, the Registrar shall,
after a hearing, revoke the certificate of registration of that
motor vehicle for up to thirty days.
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The sections adopted by the legislature and included here
provide that: 1) when a person's license is being reinstated
after having been suspended or revoked, the fee for such
reinstatement shall be $5O, a portion of which shall go to the
Registry of Motor Vehicles for driver control programs; and 2)
the Commissioner of Insurance shall reflect in its safe driver
insurance plan an adjustment for insurance premium based on any
motor vehicle violations reported to the Registrar under the
first section of this bill -- i.e. to broaden the scope of
motor vehicle violations committed outside of the Commonwealth
which will be given the same effect in Massachusetts as if the
offenses had been committed in Massachusetts.

The tragic death of Lacey Packer of Reading is a very sad
reminder that however much progress we have made to make our
roads the safest in the nation, we must remain vigilant in our
efforts to make our highways safe for everyone. Lacey's mother
and schoolmates from Reading testified at a hearing on this
bill, and helped highlight the critical need for this
legislation. Since that time, there has been the incident of a
man arrested for his twelfth drunk driving charge in
Massachusetts. Despite having had his Massachusetts license
revoked, he had obtained a New Hampshire license. This again
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act relative to those persons who drive with suspended or
REVOKED LICENSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 22c of Chapter 90, as appearing in the
2 1988 Official Edition, is hereby amended by deleting Section 22c
3 and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 (1) If the Registrar receives official notice, in any form which
5 the Registrar deems appropriate, including electronic transmis-
-6 sions, that aresident of the Commonwealth or any person licensed
7 to operate a motor vehicle under the provisions of chapter ninety
8 has been convicted in another state or country of a motor vehicle
9 violation, the Registrar shall give the same effect to said conviction

10 for the purposes of suspension, revocation, limitation or
11 reinstatement of the right to operate a motor vehicle, as if said
12 violation had occurred in the Commonwealth.
13 (2) “Motor vehicle violation” as used in this section shall be
14 a violation of law, regulation, by-law, or ordinance, except any
15 related to parking violations, the nature of which would have been
16 reported to the Registrar pursuant to chapters eighty-nine, ninety,
17 ninety C, or one hundred and seventy-five, if said violation had
18 occurred in the Commonwealth.
19 (3) If the Registrar receives official notice, in any form which

20 the Registrar deems appropriate, including electronic transmis-
-2! sions, that a resident of the Commonwealth, or any person
22 licensed to operate a motor vehicle under the provisions of chapter
23 ninety, or any applicant therefor who has had a license or right
24 to operate suspended or revoked in another state or country, the
25 Registrar shall not issue a license to said person, and if a license
26 has already been issued he shall revoke said license immediately,
27 without a hearing. However, if said license or right to operate is
28 subsequently reinstated by the other'state or country, the person
29 may apply to the Registrar for said license.
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1 SECTION 2. The first paragraph of Section 23 of Chapter 90
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the words
3 “not less than fifty nor more than one hundred”, and inserting
4 in place thereof the words “not less than five hundred nor more
5 than one thousand”. Said paragraph shall be further amended by
6 striking out the words “not less than two hundred nor more than
7 one thousand”, and inserting in place thereof the words “not less
8 than five hundred nor more than five thousand.”

1 SECTION 3. Section 23 of Chapter 90 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by adding after the last paragraph the following
3 new paragraphs;
4 Upon a conviction of operating after suspension or revocation
5 of license or right to operate under the first paragraph, the
6 Registrar shall extend said suspension or revocation for an
7 additional 60 days. Upon a conviction of operating after
8 suspension or revocation of license a right to operate under the
9 second paragraph, the Registrar shall extend said suspension or

10 revocation for an additional year.
11 If a person operating a motor vehicle after suspension or
12 revocation of a license to operate or the right to operate motor
13 vehicle under the first or second paragraphs of this section, is
14 found by the Reigstrar to have operated a vehicle registered to
15 another for a violation of said suspension or revocation, the
16 Registrar shall, after a hearing, revoke the certificate of
17 registration of said motor vehicle for up to thirty days. Pursuant
18 to said hearing, the certificate of registration and the number
19 plates shall be immediately surrendered to the Registrar.

1 SECTION 4. Chapter 90, Section 24 of the General Laws, as
2 it appears in the 1988 Official Edition is hereby amended by
3 deleting the word “six” in lines 12, 32, 57, 113, 121, 129, 196, 216,
4 225, 242, 265 and substituting therefor the word “ten”.

1 SECTION 5. Chapter 90, Section 24 of the General Laws, as
2 it appears in the 1988 Official Edition is hereby amended by
3 deleting the word “twenty” in line 370 and substituting the word
4 “eighty” therefor.
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1 SECTION 6. Section 30 of Chapter 90 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1988 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the first sentence in line 4 the following;
4 The Registrar shall maintain a record, in the main office, of
5 all convictions of persons charged with violations of the laws
6 relating to motor vehicles, and notwithstanding any law to the
7 contrary, all such records shall be public, open to the inspection
8 of any person during reasonable business hours, and subject to
9 regulations promulgated by the registrar.

1 SECTION 7. Section 33 of Chapter 90 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1988 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 adding the following new paragraph:
4 For the reinstatement of any license or right to operate a motor
5 vehicle which has been suspended or revoked under any provision
6 of this Chapter. The fee for such reinstatement shall be fifty
7 dollars. The Registry of Motor Vehicles shall retain forty per cent
8 of the revenues collected pursuant to this paragraph and may
9 expend such amounts collected for the purposes of driver control

10 programs.

1 SECTION 8. Section 1138 of Chapter 175 of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the 1988 Official Edition, is hereby amended
3 by adding the following sentence after the word “six” in line 146:
4 Said plan shall also reflect an adjustment for insurance
5 premium based upon any motor vehicle violation reported to the
6 Registrar pursuant to section 22c (1) of chapter 90.








