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HOUSE No. 1003
By Mr. Ranieri of Bellingham, petition of Daniel J. Ranieri for

legislation to regulate the protection of certain permits from zoning
changes in cities and towns. Local Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act furthering the protectionof certain permits from zoning

CHANGES.

Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section 6of Chapter 40A of the General Laws of Massachu-
-2 setts, as appearing in the 1986 Official Edition, is hereby further
3 amended by striking the second paragraph and inserting in place
4 thereof the following paragraph:
5 A zoning ordinance or by-law shall provide that construction
6 or operations under a building or special permit shall conform
7 to any subsequent amendment of the ordinance or by-law unless
8 the use or construction is commenced within a period ofnot more
9 than two years, in the case of a special permit, and not more than

10 one year in the case of a building permit, after the issuance of
11 the permit, not including the time required to pursue or await an
12 appeal thereon, and in cases involving only construction, and not
13 use, unless such construction is continued through to completion
14 as continuously and expeditiously as is reasonable. Such time
15 periods, as well as the duration of a special permit for a fixed
16 period of time, shall be extended by a period equal to the time
17 which a city or town imposed or has imposed upon it by a state
18 or federal agency, or by a court, a partial or total moritorium or
19 restriction on construction, the issuance of permits, or utility con-

-20 nections, or by a period of time equal to the time which a city
21 or town or municipal, state or federal agency, impedes or prevents
22 any use, construction or other activity permitted under a special
23 permit by refusal to issue approvals or permits, by institution of
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24 litigation or by other means, if it is subsequently determined,
25 through litigation or otherwise, that said actions were unlawful,
26 improper or, for any other reason, subject to injunction or
27 reversal.
28 Any holder of a permit subject to this section may file with
29 permit granting authority a notice of intent to seek extension of
30 said permit, pursuant to the provisions of this section. Said notice
31 shall describe the specific facts and actions justifying such
32 extension. The filing of such notice shall entitle the permit holder
33 to any extension provided under this section, even if the section
34 is subsequently repealed or amended to delete such provisions.


