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By Mr. Mclntyre of New Bedford, petition of Joseph B. Mclntyre
and other members of the General Court relative to the development
of aquaculture in the Commonwealth. Natural Resources and
Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act to provide for the development of aquaculture in the
COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senateand House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 128 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding thereto the following new sections:
3 Section 116. It is declared that it is in the best interests of the
4 citizens of the Commonwealth to promote and encourage the
5 development of the Commonwealth’s aquacultural resources in
6 order to augment food supplies, expand employment, promote
7 economic growth, increase stocks of native aquatic species,
8 enhance commercial and recreational fishing, and provide for the
9 protection of the aquatic resources of the Commonwealth. For

10 the purposes of this act aquaculture is deemed to be an agricultural
11 activity.
12 Section 117. This Act shall be known and may be cited as the
13 Aquacultural Development Act.
14 Section 118. As used in this Act the following words shall have
15 the following meanings unless the context clearly requires
16 otherwise;
17 “Aquaculture” means the propagation and rearing of aquatic
18 species in controlled or selected environments including, but not
19 limited to, ocean ranching and mariculture.
20 “Aquaculture facility” means any land, structure or other
21 appurtenance that is used for aquaculture including, but not
22 limited to, any laboratory, hatchery, rearing pond, racewaypen,
23 incubator, or other equipment used in aquaculture.
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24 “Aquatic species” means any species of finfish, mollusk,
25 crustacean, or other aquatic invertibrate, amphibian, reptile, or
26 aquatic plant. These include but are not limited to trout, salmon,
27 tilapia, striped bass, baitfish, shellfish such as oysters, clams,
28 quahogs, scallops and mussels.
29 “Commissioner” means the commissioner of food and
30 agriculture.
31 “Department” means the department of food and agriculture.
32 Section 119. There is hereby created within the department the
33 Aquaculture Advisory Board, consisting of the Commissioner or
34 his designee, two representatives from the department of
35 environmental protection including the commissioner or his
36 designee, two representatives from the department of fisheries,
37 wildlife and environmental law enforcement including the
38 commissioner or his designee, a representative of the Massachu-
-39 setts Shellfish Officers’ Association, a representative of the
40 Massachusetts Aquaculture Association, a representative from the
41 Northeastern Aquaculture Center at Southeastern Massachusetts
42 University, and a representative from the College of Food and
43 Natural Resources at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.
44 The commissioner or his designee shall serve as chairman of the
45 advisory board, which shall meet at least three times annually or at
46 the call of any four members. A majority of members present shall
47 constitute a quorum.
48 Section 120. The board shall review state and federal law,
49 regulation and policy affecting aquaculture, and make
50 recommendations regarding alterations in said laws, regulations
51 and policies which will encourage the viability of aquaculture
52 within the Commonwealth, and is also hereby authorized and
53 directed to promulgate regulations to govern aquacultural
54 activities within the Commonwealth. The Board shall also
55 coordinate the regulation of aquacultural activities among various
56 governmental agencies, and likewise coordinate research and
57 technology transfer activities to respond to the needs of the
58 Commonwealth’s aquacultural industry. The Board shall also
59 promote investment in aquacultural facilities and work with
60 appropriate state and federal agencies to develop policies and
61 procedures facilitating the full development of the industry.
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1 SECTION 2. Section 1A of Chapter 128 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by adding to the first sentence thereof, after
3 the phrase “any agricultural, floricultural or horticultural
4 commodities,” the word “aquaculture”.
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