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through regional library systems and automated resource
sharing. It also works to ensure that all residents of the
Commonwealth, regardless of their geographic location,
social or economic status, age, level of physical or intel-
lectual ability or cultural background, have access to
essential new electronic information technologies and
significant electronic databases.
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Governor Mitt Romney called for an over-
all increase of about 1.5 percent in fund-

ing for library services in the Commonwealth
in his FY2007 Budget that he released on
January 24, 2006.  “The Governor’s budget
provides a great start toward the Board’s leg-
islative agenda,” said Robert Maier, Director
of the Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioners.  “For the second consecu-
tive year, the Governor’s budget proposes
increases for statewide library services, with
the proposed increase in account 7000-9401
(State Aid to Regional Public Libraries and
Library of Last Recourse) helping to stabilize
the regional delivery service that moved 10.8
million items between libraries to satisfy
patron requests last year, and the increase in
account 7000-9501 (State Aid to Public
Libraries) will help libraries purchase more
materials and fund staff positions that keep
the doors open.”

“However, there is much more to be done,
and the legislature has always taken the lead
on library issues,” said Maier, in testifying
before joint hearing of the House and Senate
Committees on Ways And Means on
February 23, 2006. “The role of the state in
library service is to create a level playing field
so that all residents have access to essential
library resources.  In recent years reductions
in state funding have eroded progress toward
equity of access.”

“No library can meet its users’ needs acting
on its own.  That’s why public, school, col-
lege and university, and nonprofit and corpo-
rate libraries must work together.  Through
state programs we reach 1,794 libraries,
including all public libraries, 1,059 school
libraries, 120 academic libraries … and these
libraries receive services and agree to share
their holdings with patrons of other libraries
on request.”

The Legislative Agenda of the Massachusetts
Board of Library Commissioners for FY2007
requests funds over a three-year period to
address and strengthen proven programs that
get the library resources that our residents
need to them quickly and efficiently.

Addressing the hearing, Maier outlined the
plan and how it addressed each of the
MBLC line items. 
• The MBLC provides overall planning,

coordination, technical assistance and
grants.  This request for $1,090,407
seeks to restore a staff position to focus
directly on statutory responsibility to
advise boards of trustees on the opera-
tion of public libraries.

• Regional Library Systems link the col-
lections and strengths of all libraries to
meet the needs of all library users.
Services include delivery of more than

Governor’s Budget Increases Library Funding:
Legislative Agenda Seeks More

More Libraries Than Ever Receive Certification

98 N. Washington Street, Suite 401
Boston, MA 02114
www.mass.gov/mblc

On February 2, 2006, the Massachusetts
Board of Library Commissioners

(MBLC) approved the final group of com-
munities certified for awards in the FY2006
State Aid to Public Libraries program.  This
year 341 municipalities were certified to
receive $9,039,844 in state aid, the highest
number to date.  This is up from 297 in
1991, when the State Aid program emerged
as it is administered today.  One municipal-
ity, Conway, became eligible to apply for
State Aid for the first time and was certified
for the first time to receive FY2006 State
Aid.  Another, Rowe, that had not applied
since the early 1990’s also became certified.  

Ten municipalities were not eligible or did
not apply for FY2006 State Aid to Public
Libraries.  Of those 10, Hawley, New
Ashford and Washington, Massachusetts, do
not have public libraries.  The Town of
Hampden was ineligible to apply because
their public library is closed.  However, at
the time of this writing, there are very posi-
tive signs that the library will reopen by the
beginning of the next fiscal year and
Hampden will again have a public library.

State Aid to Public Libraries requires that
each municipal library submit an annual
application that is reviewed by Board staff
for compliance with minimum standards of

free public library service and the municipal
appropriation requirement (MAR).  The
MAR is the statutory local maintenance of
effort that requires a city or town to appro-
priate to its library an amount equal to or
greater than the average of the prior three
years’ fiscal appropriations plus two and
one-half percent.  After the MBLC certifies
that the libraries are meeting minimum
standards, a three-part award goes out to
each municipality based on three grant
disbursement formulas.  The Library
Incentive Grant (LIG) is a straight per capita
award.  The Municipal Equalization Grant
(MEG) is calculated using a variation of the
state lottery formula.  The Nonresident
Offset (NRC) is based on the number of
nonresident circulation transactions
reported by libraries.

The Board is permitted by statute to grant up
to ten waivers of the municipal appropriation
requirement each year. However, budget
language for FY2006 increased the available
number of MAR waivers and allowed the
Board to grant up to 65 waivers of the MAR
as needed to eligible municipalities.

The FY2006 State Aid to Public Libraries
grant round has taken place in an atmos-
phere of continuing fiscal difficulty. Despite

(continued on page 7)
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Board Meeting Highlights
The first Board meeting
of 2006 was held on
Thursday, January 5th

in Boston at the Board’s headquarters with
a large number of library attendees.
Chairman John Arnold welcomed everyone,
and stated that action items would be taken
up first in order to accommodate individu-
als who had come to testify.

James Lonergan, State Aid Specialist for the
Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioners (MBLC), first brought
before the Board the final 69 municipalities
that had met the three requirements for
receiving State Aid for FY2006.  The Board
then authorized these awards totaling
$1,580,424.73.

Next, Dianne Carty, MBLC Head of State
Aid and Data Coordination, reviewed with
the Commissioners the petitions for Waivers
of the Municipal Appropriation
Requirement (MAR) for FY2006.  This
included 25 municipalities that were below
the five percent threshold, as well as four
that were above the threshold.  In addition,
Carty reviewed the background material that
authorized the Board to grant these waivers,
as well as the history of State Aid awards and
MAR formulas. As requested by the Board,
the communities over the five percent
threshold then presented their petitions.
Gail Blout, Trustee of the Cuttyhunk Public
Library in Gosnold; Jeanne Crosby, Acting
Director of the Granby Public Library, and
Randy Gagné, Director of the Tyngsborough
Public Library, each made presentations stat-
ing the financial situations that they faced.
Although the town of Ashfield was also
expected, no one was available to present
their petition.

Carty then presented the Policies for the
FY2007 State Aid to Public Library Program
for their approval.  Policies approved
included: 
1. Extending a Grace Period for Increased 

Population-Based Minimum Standards
2. Minimum Standards of Hours of Service for

Public Libraries.
3. Minimum Materials Expenditure Standard

Calculation
4. Materials Expenditure and Hours Open

Accommodation Policy
5. Municipal Appropriation Requirement 

Calculation
6. Determining Eligibility for a Waiver of the

FY2007 Municipal Appropriation 
Requirement

7. The Closure of a Public Library

Next up were requests from two towns for
extensions of time for their library construc-
tion projects.  First presenting was Robert
Zak Jr., Chairman of the Bolton Public
Library Board of Trustees, for the Town of
Bolton who requested an extension of time
to accept their provisional grant to
November 2006.  “Although a majority of
voters voted in favor of appropriating the
town’s portion of funding for the project, it
fell short of the two-thirds needed at Town
Meeting,” he said.  Zak presented Bolton’s
plans for fundraising, surveying residents as
to why the plan failed, and addressing other
capital needs within the town. The

Commissioners stated that a six-month
extension would allow the town to bring it
before their Annual Meeting in the spring,
and that a longer extension would be unfair
to other communities currently on the
Waiting List.  The Board unanimously
granted “an extension of the time to confirm local
funding…to July 7, 2006.”

Next up was Susan Therriault, Chair of the
Boylston Public Library Board of Trustees,
who outlined the various issues that the
Town of Boylston has faced with its library
construction project since accepting its
award.  She said the town was requesting a
six-month extension (to sign with a con-
tractor) for two reasons, “to work with the
Boylston Board of Selectman to exempt
municipal building from the current zoning
by-laws,” and “to pursue an alternative site.”
The Commissioners each stated that mov-
ing to an “alternative site” would not be
possible as this would mean that it was a
“new” project and not the project that had
been awarded.  The Board then voted to
approve “a final extension of time to commence
construction …to July 15, 2006 to permit the
town to resolve zoning and other issues that have
delayed the project.”

Upon the recommendation of the Board’s
construction team, Patience Jackson, MBLC
Library Building Consultant, presented a
plan to offer a new Planning and Design
Application Round for the Massachusetts
Public Library Construction Program.
These grants are used by municipalities
with populations of under 10,000 or that
meet economic hardship criteria, she said,
and often need assistance with planning
prior to being ready and/or able to apply for
a construction grant. Jackson also brought
to the Board a recommendation to amend
the Construction Regulations governing the
Planning and Design funding formula.
“The maximum grant amount would be
changed from $20,000 to $40,000, with the
state’s proportional share raised from 50
percent to two-thirds.” The Board then
approved “the calendar for the proposed revision
to 605 CMR 6.08 (9) “Funding Formulas”
with a public hearing anticipated in mid-
March 2006.

The Board also approved the FY2007 Plans
of Service and Budgets for the six
Massachusetts Regional Library Systems:
Boston Massachusetts Regional 

Library System $804,682
Central Massachusetts Regional 

Library System $1,413,082
Metrowest Massachusetts Regional 

Library System $1,304,109
Northeast Massachusetts Regional 

Library System $1,550,802
Southeastern Massachusetts Regional 

Library System $2,219,872
Western Massachusetts Regional 

Library System $1,421,854

In the last action, the Board approved Robie
MacLaughlin of Everett to be the represen-
tative of the Blinded Veterans Association –
Massachusetts Chapter to the Consumer
Advisory Board for the Braille and Talking
Book Library Program.

(continued on page 6)
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As library futurist Joan Williams says,
librarians express love for their patrons

by dispensing information. Lots of it! Yet
despite this passion for sharing information,
some librarians unknowingly put up road-
blocks for their in-library patrons. 

The contracts that the Massachusetts Board
of Library Commissioners and the Regional
Library Systems negotiate with vendors
specifically allow licensed database in-library
use by anyone that enters a library, whether
they are the mayor, a visiting paparazzi or a
college student from one of the other 49
states. A library card is NOT required within
the library on a library computer. Yet every
time a library computer requires a patron to
first enter a library barcode number to search
a database, it is putting up a roadblock. It
should be as easy as a patron walking up to
any Internet-connected computer in the
library and Googling their hearts out, who-
ever they are!

The library’s database links can be on its
homepage or when there are many resources,
a separate page.  For the Thomson/Gale
InfoTrac databases, the in-library link is com-
prised of two parts, a “stem” that is the same
for all regional member libraries, followed by
the individual library’s unique location ID.
For example, the URL for in-library use at
the MBLC is:
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/mlin_b_massblc.
The two parts are:
a) stem: http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb
b) location ID: mlin_b_massblc

Most library location ID’s begin with mlin_
followed by the first letter of the name of the
region that the library belongs to, another
underscore ( _ ) followed by the often pneu-
monic code for the library. 

It is also possible to provide individual links
for each database. Thomson Gale has codes
assigned to each licensed database to make
this possible.  These can be found on the
MBLC Web site at http://mass.gov/mblc/
grants/licenses/help/index.php. For some great
examples of how some Massachusetts
libraries set up their database Web pages,
check out the Springfield City Library at
www.springfieldlibrary.org/databases.html and the
Thomas Crane Public Library in Quincy at
http://thomascranelibrary.org/reference/data/
generalreference.shtml.

Aside from having the correct URL link,
access to licensed content is also dependent
on how library computers identify them-
selves in some way to the vendor’s comput-
ers.  Think of this as a secret handshake.
This identification pre-registers the comput-
ers with the vendor so that every time a
patron wants to search a database, the patron
doesn’t have to do it.  The library’s Internet
provider assigns each computer in the library
a numeric address (IP address).  This address
is broadcasts to the Thomson/Gale server
when accessing the library’s statewide data-
base URL described in the above paragaraph.   

When the IP address is permanent, it is
referred to as “static.” Some providers do not
use static IP addresses, but change them

around. These are called “dynamic”
addresses.  Whether or not your computer
has static or dynamic IP addresses affects
how the Thomson/Gale server identifies
your library’s computers.   However, the
technical issues that your library staff may
encounter,  firewalls, proxy servers and
“tossed” cookies, to provide easy walkup
access are beyond the scope of this article.
For guidance and assistance beyond the tech-
nical staff in your institution, see the MBLC
Web site www.mass.gov/mblc/grants/licenses/help/
index.php for contact information for your
regional help desk or Thomson/Gale’s tech-
nical support team.  

Just a reminder that for access to the
statewide and regionally licensed databases
from non-library computers, the MBLC
Web site (www.mass.gov/mblc) provides simple
and secure remote access to all of the
statewide and regional databases that a patron
has access to by validating their patron’s bar-
code number. Once validated, by using the
“back to” link on their browser, the patron
does not have to enter their barcode number
again for the entire session, regardless of the
database they search.

Marlene Heroux
Reference Information Systems Specialist

Acceptance to the EqualAccess Libraries™
professional development program was

announced in the second week of February
2006.  EqualAccess Libraries™ is a profes-
sional development program created by
Libraries for the Future, the programming
wing of the national non-profit Americans
for Libraries Council.  Its goal is to support
public libraries in their endeavors to design
and implement programs that better reflect
the unique needs of their communities.  In
Massachusetts, the EqualAccess program
represents a three-year partnership between
Libraries for the Future and the
Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioners (MBLC), which has dedi-
cated Library Services & Technology Act
(LSTA) funds to libraries that participate in
the EqualAccess program.      

As EqualAccess Libraries™ is new to
Massachusetts, neither the MBLC nor the
staff of Libraries for the Future was able to
anticipate just how popular the program
would be.  As it turned out, 34 libraries
applied for 15 spaces.  Participation in the
program—the cornerstone of which is atten-
dance by frontline librarians at the four-day
EqualAccess Libraries Institute and comple-
tion of associated work tasks in the summer
of 2006—is accompanied by a $5,000 LSTA
grant to support youth, lifelong, and/or
health programming.  

Libraries from all over the state applied to
the EqualAccess program, and the selection
process was informed by the aim of engaging

libraries of various sizes located within dif-
ferent geographic regions and serving diverse
populations.  The following libraries were
chosen this year: Athol Public Library,
Chester C. Corbin Public Library (Webster),
Chelmsford Public Library, Chicopee Public
Library, Hinsdale Public Library, Kingston
Public Library, North Adams Public Library,
Palmer Public Library, Peabody Institute
Library (Peabody), Reading Public Library,
Rowley Public Library, Seekonk Public
Library, Thomas Crane Public Library
(Quincy), Truro Public Library and
Wareham Free Library.  

Twenty percent of the participating librarians
are focusing on health programming, 40 per-
cent on youth programming, and 40 percent
on lifelong programming.  Regional staff
from the Central, Northeast, Southeastern
and Western Regional Library Systems are
participating in the Institute, as well as two
staff from the MBLC, Shelley Quezada,
Consultant to the Unserved, and Beth Wade,
Grants Manager.  The first two days of the
Institute were held in March, with the third
will be in April, and the fourth in May 2006. 

Libraries that were not accepted to the
EqualAccess Libraries™ program in 2006, as
well as libraries that did not apply this year,
will have another chance to apply in early
2007, when a second cohort of 15 libraries
will be selected.

Fifteen Libraries Join EqualAccess 

Easy Access to Licensed Content in the Library

The Western Massachusetts Regional
Library System has contracted with the

Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioners for the recently announced
$79,050 Sustainability Grant from the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation and hired Linda
W. Braun of Libraries & Educators Online
to conduct training throughout the state.
Early in March, Braun attended a training
program at the Gates Foundation in Seattle
and is now working with staff of the
Massachusetts Regional Library Systems to
schedule training days for this fall. 

Attendees will be introduced to resources
on WebJunction, an online resource spon-
sored by the Gates Foundation and Online
Computer Library Center (OCLC) that
supports all aspects of library technology.
The primary outcome of each workshop
will be an action plan for each library with
two or three objectives they will pursue in
their communities over a three-month
period.

In addition to the regional training pro-
grams, at least three Massachusetts librari-
ans will be selected to attend the 2007
American Library Association Annual
Conference to encourage the development
of a community of practice around the
issues of sustaining technology in libraries.

Gates Sustainability Grant
Update
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On Monday, January 30, 2006, a mild win-
ter day, an enthusiastic crowd gathered at

the site of the Mattapoisett Free Public Library
to celebrate the beginning of its expansion.  In
introducing everyone, Mattapoisett Library

Trustee Chair Robert Atkinson said, “After so
many innumerable meetings, today marks the
beginning of the end of this exciting project.”  

Both State Senator Mark Montigny and
State Representative William Straus were on
hand to congratulate everyone who had a
hand in working so hard to make the project
possible.  “Building libraries is not always
easy to do,” said Rep. Straus, “this is exciting
to see what Mattapoisett has done to make
this go forward.  Other communities have
not made it this far.”

Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioner Katherine Dibble said that
“your reward will come when the doors will
open for your new library.  It is exciting to
see what a community like Mattapoisett can
do, and to recognize what a library can for a
community.”

Library Director Judy Wallace, along with
Mattapoisett Selectman Raymond Andrews,
then invited everyone in the crowd who had
in some way helped with the project to
come forward for a picture to commemorate
the groundbreaking.

Mattapoisett Begins its Expansion

On Saturday, February 11, 2006 the
Southeastern Massachusetts

Regional Library System (SEMLS) held
its first My Own Café kickoff at the
Independence Mall in Kingston. Teen
volunteers from  the Duxbury, Kingston
and Weymouth public libraries were
there to hand out nearly 100 parent-
addressed letters, talk to shoppers about
the Web site, and pass out raffle prizes.
One of the bands featured on the site, the
Stephen Chaplin Quartet attracted an
audience of well over 300 people and
provided complimentary CDs to help
promote the site. 

My Own Café was launched this year after
a year of planning and testing as a Web
site for teens in Southeastern
Massachusetts to find out what other
teens are talking about, reading, listening
to, watching, playing, and doing.  “It’s a
place to find information and post infor-
mation.  It’s a place to do research and
get help with research,” says Vickie
Beene-Beevers, SEMLS Youth Services
Consultant.

Other exciting activities will be planned
throughout the summer. If you would
like to participate in future My Own Café
events, contact the SEMLS office at
info@semls.org or visit the Web site at
www.myowncafe.org.

My Own Café Holds Kickoff

The teen jazz Stephen Chaplin Quartet invited fans to visit My Own Café to download their free CD.

Teen volunteers from Duxbury, Kingston
and Weymouth libraries and one of the
bands featured on My Own Café attracts
an afternoon crowd of all ages at the
Independence Mall during the kickoff.

HAPPENINGS
LIBRARY

Members of the community who had had any part in helping to reno-
vate and expand the Mattapoisett Free Public. Library were invited to
take part in the groundbreaking.

Mattapoisett Free Public Library Trustee Chair Robert Atkinson welcomed
the large crowd to the groundbreaking on Monday, January 30, 2006.

State Rep. William Straus congratulated the town on working so
hard to make the project become a reality
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For the past three years, the Trustees and Friends of the Bushnell-
Sage Library in Sheffield have hosted “Local Authors’ Day” to

celebrate their neighbors who write and illustrate books.  This past
November, approximately 50 authors came to sign and sell their
books, among them mystery writers, philosophers, historians, chil-
dren’s authors, environmentalists, sports writers, poets and photogra-
phers.  Among the authors were seven couples where both spouses
are published authors, and one father, mother and daughter where
each is a writer in his/her own right.  There was also a brother/sister
combination where both are children’s writers and, a teacher who
co-authored a book and has a former student who is an illustrator.

“What began as a simple idea three years ago to celebrate local
authors has grown into a major town event,” says Nancy Hahn,
director. The selectmen act as greeters, the town administrator and
his son help park cars, and more than 25 volunteers provide refresh-
ments at a morning coffee hour for the authors and the public during
the event.  At the end of the book signing, the Friends of the Library
host a luncheon for the authors, and their spouses, where there is a
buzz about both the business of and the process of their craft.     

With more than 200 author’s names in our database, Sheffield is a
mecca for cultural talent.  The authors range from well-known writ-
ers such as Simon Winchester, John Hockenberry, Roy Blount and Jim
Bouton to Tanya Shiminski-Maher, a local regional high school grad-
uate whose book was listed in Library Journal’s Best Science Books of
1999.  “We began by asking our local book stores for names, others
we already knew,” says Susan Young, Trustee.  “Some writers would
call and say, ‘I am a published author and I want to come.’ Others
simply sent in publishers’ publicity brochures about themselves or
patrons would say, ‘Did you know so-and-so has just published a
book?’ Actually finding and contacting each author has been a
delightful challenge.”

A 1995 recipient of a Public Library Construction Grant from the
Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners, the Bushnell-Sage
Library renovated the Sheffield’s old, abandoned Center School into
a new library. For a small, rural town in the Berkshires, the library
has become an outstanding cultural center for the town and area.

The Plainville Public Library
has just made it easier to

return library books and
movies; one of the first in
Massachusetts to offer a perma-
nent offsite return location. A
new drive-up stainless steel
return box is now located near
the Wood School in town. The
library worked with the
Plainville Schools to use this
location for the box with drive-
up access. The Friends of the
Plainville Public Library, Inc.
purchased the box, and the
school department completed
the installation in January. The
Library will be picking up the
items from the box on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, with
items checked in as if they had
come back on the previous
pick-up day. For example, if items are dropped off on a Thursday,
they will be picked up on Friday, but checked in as if they had
come back on Wednesday, the previous pick-up day.

Plainville Makes Returning Books Easier

The Norwell Public Library celebrated Library Card Sign-Up
Month with a visit by Curious George!  Prior to the event, Youth

Services Librarian Nancy Perry visited Norwell Schools to promote
the library and distribute library card registration forms to teachers.
Parents picked up the new cards at the library, and in just three hours
more than 45 new cards were issued.  

In addition to receiving a free Polaroid picture with George, there was a
host of other activities. Teens served refreshments and assisted in help-
ing the children create a homemade bookmark or door decoration.
“This was an event where teens once again assisted the library in a fun
event for children where they shined as examples of youth servicing the
community in a library setting promoting books, literacy and libraries,”
said Becky Freer, Director of the Norwell Public Library.

Although traditionally the American
Library Association recognizes
September as Library Card Sign-Up
Month, October seemed a better
time to host this activity. An annual
event, Library Card Sign-Up Month
encourages libraries to promote the
mission of having every child receive
his or her own library card.

Library Trustee Paula Mealy, left to right, Wood
School Principal Peg Myers, Library Trustee
Chair Ellenor Yahrmarkt, and Director Melissa
Campbell officially opening the new offsite drop-
off box. 

Local authors Andrew Bergman, left to right, John Toffy and Elsie Title were among more than 50
authors who participated in Local Author’s Day in Sheffield.

Curious George posed with youngsters
holding their new cards proudly.

Local Authors Day Becomes a 
Hit in SheffieldAPPENINGS

IBRARY

Curious George Comes to Norwell

The Manchester-by-the-Sea Public
Library has remodeled its

Circulation Hall thanks to the gener-
ous donation of the late Mary Deland
de Beaumont, a resident of
Manchester who had been a long-
time library volunteer. A design com-
mittee representing the Library
Trustees, the Friends of the Library
and Library Director helped the archi-
tectural firm of Adams & Smith from
Swampscott plan the renovation. 

Designed by Charles F. McKim in
1886, the library and its circulation
hall was originally a Civil War
Memorial. Frank Adams and
Richard Smith created a modern cir-
culation hall that emphasizes the
historic elements of the room that
include eight marble plaques,
Tiffany stained glass window and
large Sevres vase.  This project is the
first major change to the library’s
interior since the Children’s Room
was added in 1965.

Manchester-by-the-Sea Public Library
Renovates Historic Hall

The new circulation desk built by Tucker
Library Interiors of Manchester, NH, at
the Manchester-by-the-Sea Public
Library.
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Board Highlights (continued from page 2)

In reports, Chairman Arnold announced
that he had given his talk on the “Economic
Value of Libraries” at a recent meeting of
the Chief Officers of State Libraries in the
Northeast (COSLINE), was going to be a
presenter at the upcoming Trustee
Symposium in February, and also acknowl-
edged receipt of a letter from the Board of
the Western Massachusetts Regional Library
System expressing its disappointment in the
recent Board decision regarding the
Regional Reference Centers.

MBLC Director Robert Maier introduced
Eleanor Stafford, the Libraries for the
Future EqualAccess Coordinator for
Massachusetts; announced that the deadline
for the U. S. National Commission on
Libraries and Information Science Health
Awards for 2006 was January 31, 2006, and
that the Agency had received 150 Letters of
Intent for Library Services and Technology
Act funding for FY2007 with several from
libraries that had not applied before. He
also unveiled the “Read” poster being sent
to every public library and school in the
Commonwealth featuring First Lady Ann
Romney that was a joint project of the
MBLC and the Massachusetts Department
of Education.

February’s Board
Meeting of the
Massachusetts Board of

Library Commissioners (MBLC) also took
place at the Board’s headquarters in Boston
on Thursday, February 2, 2006.

Chairman John Arnold opened the meeting
with an update on his activities that
included attending the Massachusetts
Municipal Association Conference, a meet-
ing with a group of interested library sup-
porters in Hampden, the Governor’s State
of the State Address, and the Massachusetts
Library Association’s Ways & Means Day.

MBLC Director Robert Maier announced
that the Massachusetts Library Association
(MLA) had a very successful Ways & Means
Day at the State House the previous day,
Wednesday, February 1st during which sev-
eral senators and legislators spoke.  He said
that meetings had been scheduled with
Senator Therese Murray, Chair of the
Senate Ways & Means Committee, Senator
Marian Walsh, member of the Joint
Committee on Tourism, Arts and Cultural
Development, and Representative Robert
DeLeo, Chairman of the House Ways &
Means Committee, among others.  He also
announced that MLA had recently hired a
Legislative Relations Liaison, Mary Ann
Lewis, and it would be holding its Annual
Meeting on May 8, 2006 at the Worcester
Polytechnical Institute.  

In other news, Maier mentioned that he
had attended the Mid-Winter Meeting of
the American Library Association and the
Chief Officers of State Library Agencies
also met during that meeting.  Thirty-two
libraries across the Commonwealth have
applied to be EqualAccess Libraries and that
the selection process to narrow the appli-
cants to 15 was currently taking place, and

The Brookline Public Library is one of
10 libraries across the country to be

selected to host workshops for aspiring
writers led by writers from Woman’s Day
magazine during National Library Week,
April 2-8, 2006.

The workshops are part of the fourth year
of “Put it in Writing @ your library,”
designed to promote the wealth of opportu-
nities that all types of libraries offer that can
spark a writer’s imagination and creativity
and help develop a community of writers.
Since 2002, 45 libraries have hosted the
workshops, which have drawn nearly 2,500
attendees.

During the two-hour workshops, Woman’s
Day writers will offer tips on how to get
published, drawing from their own experi-
ences and specialties. These workshops are
free and open to the public. Librarians will
also showcase the resources available at
their library to help local writers break into
the business.

The “Put it in Writing @ your library” 
program is part of the American Library
Association and Woman’s Day’s ongoing
partnership. The March 2006 issue will
highlight two readers researching their 
family trees at their local libraries. The two
readers were among nearly 1,000 of the
magazine’s readers who responded to the
magazine’s question, “Why would you want
to research your family tree at your library?”

The March issue will also ask its readers
how the library has changed their lives.
Some of those stories will be shared in the
March 2007 issue. 

Woman’s Day, published by Hachette
Filipacchi Media U.S., Inc., is a Founding
Partner of The Campaign for America’s
Libraries, ALA’s multi-year public education
campaign designed to showcase the value of
public, school, academic and special
libraries, librarians and library workers in
the 21st century.

Five Massachusetts libraries were among
60 nationwide that have been selected by

the American Library Association Public
Programs Office and Nextbook, a gateway
to Jewish Literature, culture and ideas, to
receive grants for Let’s Talk About It: Jewish
Literature – Identity and Imagination grants this
year.

Libraries in Massachusetts receiving the
grants are the Peabody Institute Library in
Peabody, Stoughton Public Library, Worcester
Public Library, Mt. Wachusett Community
College Library, and the W. E. B. Du Bois
Library at the University of Massachusetts at
Amherst.

Based on the “Let’s Talk About It” reading
and discussion model, the grants feature
scholar-led, theme-based discussions that
explore the best in contemporary and classic
Jewish literature.  Participating libraries will
each host a five-part discussion series fea-
turing one of four themes that will feature
discussions led by a local scholar.  Libraries
will also receive training for the project
director at a national training workshop,
program and promotional materials and
$1,500 to support travel, program costs and
honoraria.

Five Libraries Receive 
Jewish Literature Program
Grants

that the Public Relations Committee of the
Board had met with Argus
Communications to review their fall Public
Library Campaign and to begin planning for
a spring campaign.

All of the actions of the Board involved the
State Aid to Public Libraries program.
Dianne Carty, MBLC Head of State Aid
and Data Coordination, reviewed for the
Commissioners the history of waivers to
the Municipal Appropriation Requirement
(MAR) that had been given over the years.
“This year 28 municipalities have applied
for a waiver, which is down from a high of
65 just a couple of years ago, and only three
are above the ‘five percent’ threshold,” said
Carty.  The Board then unanimously
granted 25 “waivers of the FY2006 Municipal
Appropriation Requirement in the FY2006 State
Aid to Public Libraries program meeting the 5%
threshold,” and an additional three waivers
“with reservation” to three other municipal-
ities that were above the five percent
threshold.

Carty concluded her presentation by saying
that this brought to an end the FY2006
State Aid to Public Libraries program with
341 municipalities, the highest number
ever, certified.  To do this, 16 municipalities
used the flexibility clause and 20 the
accommodation clause.  She also
announced that Town of Conway had
applied for the first time and received certi-
fication this year, along with the Town of
Rowe that had not applied in many years. 

Brookline Public Library to
Host “Put it in Writing @
your library” Workshop

Fast Facts
More than 13,500 student visits were made
to school libraries each week of the 2004-
2005 school year.

Higher education libraries in the
Commonwealth had an average of 490,000
student visits each week and circulated
more than 3.3 million items during the
2004-2005 school year.
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these fiscal constraints 313 municipalities
have met the Municipal Appropriation
Requirement (MAR).  Another 25 munici-
palities have funded their libraries to within
5% of the percent of reduction in their
adjusted municipal budgets. However, three
municipalities made significant dispropor-
tionate cuts in library funding. 

Each of the three municipalities presented
documentation and testimony demonstrat-
ing: 
1. the impact of significant reductions in all

categories of local aid in FY2005 and
FY2006

2. the efforts of libraries and municipalities
to sustain state standards for hours of serv-
ice and materials expenditure

3. extenuating fiscal circumstances and
efforts to secure appropriate funding

Under statute and FY2006 budget language,
the Board is authorized to grant waivers of
the MAR for one year “upon demonstration
of fiscal hardship.”  In granting waivers to
this group of three communities, the Board
has granted “waivers with reservation.”  The
Board will consider this “waiver with reser-
vation” along with all other factors (state aid
as a percent of revenues, per capita personal
income, EQV and debt service percent of
total expenditures) in determining whether
waivers should be granted to these munici-
palities in FY2007.

The Board considers a waiver with reserva-
tion to indicate that a significant gap exists
between library funding and funding of
other departments.  This gap signals the
beginning of erosion of library services for
residents of the community.  It is imperative
that city and town officials work with their
libraries to reduce or eliminate these dis-
proportionate cuts in FY2007.

In FY2006, 31 applications for MAR
waivers were received.  Three of the 31
applicants were successful in obtaining suf-
ficient additional town funds to meet their
MAR.  There were 28 applications for a
wavier of the FY2006 MAR reviewed by the
Board.  Following review, all 28 requests
were granted.

At their regularly scheduled meeting in
January, the Board approved policies for the
FY2007 State Aid to Public Libraries pro-
gram.  Copies of these policies have been
distributed to public library directors and
are available on the agency website.  FY2007
State Aid to Public Libraries application
packets will be mailed to every public
library in Massachusetts in August 2006.
Completed forms will be due in the Board
offices on October 20, 2006.

Questions about the State Aid to Public
Libraries program should be directed to
Dianne Carty or James Lonergan in the
State Aid unit at the Board of Library
Commissioners.

QHow do I report microfiche and microfilm
on the ARIS? 

AReport the number of physical units, not
titles covered by microforms. Physical

units may be estimated by counting fiche in
one compressed inch times the inches of
drawer space, or the number of rolls in one
drawer times the number of drawers.

ARIS Q&A

Fast Facts
The average annual public library expendi-
ture in the Commonwealth was $33 per
person.  The average cost of a library book
was $47.  If each resident had purchased
the average number of books borrowed
from Massachusetts public libraries, the
cost would have been more than $367 per
person.

Governor’s Budget (continued from page 1)
10 million items annually, interlibrary
loan, reference, continuing education
and training for library staff and
trustees, technical assistance provided
by phone and onsite, and supplemental
collections used by member libraries.
This request for $16,509,172 will stabi-
lize the delivery system that during
this time of reduced budgets has expe-
rienced a doubling of the volume it
carries.

• The Talking Book Programs at the
Worcester Public Library and the
Perkins School for the Blind in
Watertown provide library services to
the blind, legally blind and disabled.
The requested combined level of fund-
ing of $2,572,175 will meet current
staffing requirements necessary to get
materials out to users in a timely man-
ner and expand outreach efforts to
reach more of the 175,000 potential
users.

• State Aid to Public Libraries assures
that each public library meets mini-
mum standards of service supported by
a reasonable budget.  The Board’s
request for $9,343,164 recognizes the
commitment of local communities to
meet minimum standards of public
library service and will make more
materials available to residents and
help to expand library hours. 

• Library Technology & Resource
Sharing provides support to the auto-
mated library networks to offset the
cost of telecommunications and the
cost of filling more than 4 million loan
requests last year.  It also pays for
statewide electronic content available
in libraries and to residents who have a
library card through any web browser.
This request for $3,333,000 will fund
automated networks at $1,900,000
(close to the FY2001 level) and
increase support for electronic content
to provide health and business infor-
mation, general reference sources, and
magazine and newspaper articles
through libraries and directly to resi-
dents statewide.  

“Reductions in these accounts have passed
costs back to libraries at a time when local
budgets are already under pressure,” con-
tinued Maier. “This budget plan supports
services needed by all libraries and residents
of the Commonwealth and puts libraries
back on course toward equal access for all.”

The federal Institute of Museum and
Library Services has announced its

FY2006 grants totaling more than $163 mil-
lion to state library agencies, with the
Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioners (which administers the funds
in the Commonwealth) scheduled to receive
$3,449.395.

Awarded under the Library Services and
Technology Act (LSTA), the grants are made
to each state according to a population-based
formula. States provide at least one dollar for
every two dollars of federal support. The
Institute’s Grants help expand learning
resources and access to information for indi-
viduals of all ages and all walks of life. The
grants also help libraries develop partnerships
with other organizations to enhance their
services to the community.

In FY05, the MBLC made 71 grants to
libraries and library organizations with its
allotment. For FY06 86 libraries and library
organizations filed applications by the March
9, 2006 deadline for more than $1.5 million
in direct grants that will be funded from this
IMLS grant. The State Advisory Committee
on Libraries is now reviewing these applica-
tions and awards will be announced follow-
ing the July 2006 Board Meeting, says Beth
Wade, MBLC Grants Manager.

The Institute of Museum and Library
Services (www.imls.org) is the primary source
of federal support for the nation’s 122,000
libraries and 15,000 museums. Its mission is
to grow and sustain a “Nation of Learners”
because life-long learning is essential to a
democratic society and individual success.
Through its grant making, convening,
research and publications, the Institute
empowers museums and libraries nation-
wide to provide leadership and services to
enhance learning in families and communi-
ties, sustain cultural heritage, build 21st cen-
tury skills, and provide opportunities for
civic participation.

Institute of Museum and
Library Services Awards
$3.4 Million to Support
Library Service in
Massachusetts

Number of Waivers Granted

3 9 65 44 28
FY02 FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06
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Calendar of Events
Board Meetings

MBLC Board Meeting
Thursday, April 6, 2006, 10 am
Worcester Public Library, 3 Salem Sq.

MBLC Board Meeting
Thursday, May 4, 2006, 10 am
MBLC, 98 N Washington St., Boston

MBLC Board Meeting
Thursday, June 1, 2006, 10 am
Palmer Public Library, 455 N. Main St.

MLA Annual Meeting
Monday, May 8, 2006, 10 am
Annual Meeting & Library Leaders
Massachusetts Program
Odeum Auditorium, Worcester
Polytechnic Institute
100 Institute Road, Worcester
Registration: www.masslib.org

Leaky Pipes and Broken Windows, 
9 am – 4 pm
Friday, May 5 
Blackstone Public Library, 86 Main St.
Wednesday, May 10 
Lakeville Free Public Library, 4 Precinct St.
Thursday, May 18 
Palmer Public Library, 455 N. Main St.
Tuesday, May 23
Levi Heywood Memorial Library, 
55 W. Lynde St., Gardner
Tuesday, May 30 
Rowley Public Library, 17 Wethersfield St.
Tuesday, June 6 
Meekins Public Library, 2 Williams St.,
Williamsburg
Thursday, June 8 
Sargent Memorial Library, 427 Mass. Ave.,
Boxborough

MLA Library Legislative Day
Wednesday, April 5, 2006
State House, Boston 
Registration, 9:30 am
Letters About Literature, 10 am
Legislative Briefings, 10 & 11 am
Lunch & Program, 12 noon
www.masslib.org

Conferences

Workshops

Special Events

QI am familiar with the formula for calculat-
ing the amount that must be expended on

library materials in order to meet the materials
expenditure standard. Are there formulas for meet-
ing the reduced minimum standards allowed by
the accommodation policy?

AYes. To calculate the estimated mini-
mum amount that must be expended in

order to meet either the full or accommo-
dated percentage, take the percentage
required, subtract it from 100%, and divide
the percentage required by the remainder.
The result is the figure that you can use to
calculate what you will need to expend to
meet the requirement.

For example, a library with a population
under 5,000 is required to expend 20 per-
cent of its total operating expenses on
library materials. However, it isn’t able to
meet the full standard, but is able to meet
the accommodated requirement at a mid-
level (90%) amount, by expending 18 per-
cent (0.18) on library materials.

To calculate what you will need to expend:
subtract 0.18 from 1.0, then divide 0.18 by
this amount, 0.82.  The result is
.219512195.  Multiply this figure by the
sum of your total salaries budget and your
total operating budget in order to calculate
the estimated minimum amount that you
must expend to meet the materials expendi-
ture requirement at this accommodated
level of 18 percent. 

The formulas for calculating the amount
that must be expended in order to meet the
full materials expenditure standard are
available at (www.mass.gov/mblc/grants/
state_aid/faqs/mat_calc.php).

The materials expenditure and hours open
accommodation policy is available at
(www.mass.gov/mblc/grants/state_aid/policies/
accompolicy.php).

State Aid Q&A

Continuing its effort in raising awareness
of public libraries and their resources,

the Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioners is expanding its advertising
campaign using transit buses throughout
the Commonwealth.

“Start at the library. See where you end up. – the
theme of the campaign – highlights both
traditional, as well as today’s electronic
resources of libraries, as places where every-
one can find something of interest to
them,” said David Gray, Director of
Communications for the Massachusetts
Board of Library Commissioners. “Building
on our campaign last fall, the two ads invite
viewers to rediscover their public library on
hundreds of buses throughout cities and
towns across the state.”

Two ads, “Your Public Library – Think of it as
an extended bookshelf, and Your Public Library –
Download a new version of yourself today,” will
once again be featured on buses of the
Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority
(MBTA), and in Brockton, Lawrence,
Pittsfield, Springfield and Worcester, as well
as in the Attleboro/Taunton & Lowell areas
from mid March through May.

Funding for the campaign is supported by
the Institute of Museum and Library
Services under the provisions of the Library
Services and Technology Act.

These two ads are now running on buses throughout the
Commonwealth.  They are also available for downloading off the
Board’s Web site at
www.mass.gov/mblc/advisory/pr/campaign/index.php.

Public Library Ad
Campaign Expands


