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State Funding for Libraries Given Small Increase


The joint House and Senate Conference 
Committee released its recommenda

tions on the FY2008 state budget late Friday, 
June 29, 2007, and the full House and Senate 
voted to adopt the budget on Monday, July 
2, 2007. Library funding for FY2008 was 
increased by 2.4 percent to $32,468,202. 

“The Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners (MBLC) had requested sub
stantial increases in each of its line items for 
FY2008 and while those increases were not 
approved, this budget does reflect progress 
toward important support for programs that 
impact the lives of Massachusetts residents 
every day,” said Robert Maier, MBLC 
Director.  Six of the seven line items in the 
Board’s budget received increases and the 
Public Libraries Fund (Public Library 
Incentive Grant Program) was level funded. 

Line Item No. Line Item 

The Governor and the Legislature developed 
the FY2008 budget in an uncertain environ
ment where very different estimates of state 
revenues complicated budget decisions. 
While the increase in the State Aid to 
Regions account received the largest 
increase, the budget directs the increase to 
support the Library of Last Recourse pro
gram at the Boston Public Library and 
technically results in a decrease in regional 
funding of $53,000. This decrease will be 
made up by redirecting other funds to sup
port regional delivery so that no region will 
actually receive less funding in FY2008. 

The following is the final budget for FY2008 
for the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners. 

FY2007 FY2008 
7000-9101 Board of Library Commissioners $1,000,732 $1,028,000 

Administrative Account 
7000-9401 State Aid to Regions $15,730,361 $16,230,361 
7000-9402 Talking Book Library – Worcester $390,000 $415,000 
7000-9406 Talking Book Library – Perkins $2,182,175 $2,203,997 
7000-9501 State Aid to Public Libraries* $9,289,844 $9,489,844 
7000-9506 Library Technology & Resource Sharing $2,833,000 $2,851,000 
7000-9507 Public Library Incentive Grant Program $250,000 $250,000 

TOTAL $31,676,112 $32,468,202 
* Provides authorization to the MBLC to award 55 additional waivers in excess of the statutory 10 waivers of the M.A.R.

(Municipal Appropriation Requirement) for FY2008. 

Planning & Design Grants 
Awarded to 19 
Massachusetts Libraries 

Nineteen municipalities were awarded 
Planning and Design Grants from the 

2006-2007 Grant Round totaling $760,000 
for public libraries by the Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners on 
Thursday, June 7, 2007. 

A Project for Planning and Design does not 
involve actual construction, but funds the 
planning of a public library project, includ
ing the development of a Building Program, 
preliminary architectural plans and cost 
analyses of options and alternatives, site 
investigation, and preparation of schematic 
drawings for a future project. 

The Massachusetts Public Library 
Construction Program, administered by the 
Board of Library Commissioners and first 
funded by the Legislature in 1989, has already 
awarded 66 Planning and Design Grants to 
communities across the Commonwealth. To 
be eligible for one of these grants, the munici
pality must have a population under 10,000 or 
if over 10,000 have an equalized valuation 
(EQV) less than the statewide average of 
$127,176 for this grant round. 

Dr. Em Claire Knowles, Chair of the 
Massachusetts Board of Library 

(continued on page 3) 

Commissioner Joseph 
Hopkins Dies 

Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioner Joseph S. Hopkins of 

Amherst died on Wednesday, June 6, 2007 
following a long illness. 

Joseph S. Hopkins 

“We are saddened by 
the news of the 
death of Joe 
Hopkins.,” said Dr. 
Em Claire Knowles, 
Chair, Massachusetts 
Board of Library 
Commissioners. 
“Those of us who 
knew him appreci
ated his leadership 

on the Board and his 
commitment to the public libraries in the 
Commonwealth. We are proud to have had 
him as our colleague and friend.” 

The son of Edith (Clancy) and Joseph 
Hopkins, he grew up in Boston and attended 
St. Anthony’s Parish School in Allston and 
Boston Technical High School. A graduate 
of Boston University, he also received his 
Masters degree in Library Science at 
Simmons College. Hopkins served in the 
U.S. Army during World War II, and was 
part of the force that landed on Utah Beach 
three weeks after D Day. In 1953 he married 
Mary Alice McKenney and they had five 

(continued on page 3) 



Board Meeting Highlights 
The regularly scheduled 
May 2007 Board Meeting 
of the Massachusetts Board 

of Library Commissioners was not held. 

The June 7, 2007 Board 
Meeting of the 
Massachusetts Board of 

Library Commissioners (MBLC) took place 
at the newly renovated Lilly Library in 
Northampton in the Village of Florence. 
Martine Hargreaves, Lilly Library Director, 
welcomed the Board and visitors and 
offered to provide tours of the original 
building and its new addition. 

Following approval of the April 5, 2007 
Minutes, Dr. Em Claire Knowles, MBLC 
Chair, gave her report. In it she said that in 
following up from that meeting, the MBLC 
had held a Library Construction Summit 
with the libraries currently on the Waiting 
List on Thursday, May 31st in Ashland. 
There were about 80 participants, she said, 
and she thanked MBLC staff who coordi
nated and presented at the Summit. In 
addition, she said she had attended the 
Massachusetts Library Association 
Conference in Sturbridge, as well as a hear
ing on the Library Construction Bond Bill 
(S 2176) that has now been reported favor
ably to the Committee on Bonding, Capital 
Expenditures and State Assets. 

In his report, Robert C. Maier, MBLC 
Director, said that the MBLC had put out a 
Request for Quote for an advertising/market
ing firm to help implement the recently 
passed, Three-Year Marketing Plan, and seven 
firms had responded. The three finalists met 
with the MBLC Public Relations Advisory 
Committee on June 4, 2007 and a final deci
sion would be made by the end of the month. 

He also announced that the MBLC State 
Aid Review Committee was scheduled to 
meet for the last time on June 29, 2007, and 
it was hoped that a report of that committee 
would be ready for the August Board 
Meeting. He also announced that the 
MBLC had once again received a grant 
from the Gates Foundation, this time for 
outreach in Spanish. Nancy Rea, MBLC 
Deputy Director, will be heading this up to 
identify areas in the state where trainings 
on reaching this population group would be 
held. In addition, he said that the Town of 
Easton had also recently returned $590,000 
to the Commonwealth repaying the funds 
they had received from the Public Library 
Construction Program, which in turn, 
would now make Easton eligible to apply 
again for Public Library Construction fund
ing in the future. 

Among some of the events and meetings he 
had attended was a Reading Library 
Foundation event on May 18, 2007 honor
ing former Commissioner Elia Marnik for 
her years of service to the Reading Public 
Library and the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. He also said that a meeting 
with the Executive Office of 
Administration & Finance was held on 
Wednesday, May 23, 2007 to present the 
Board’s request for $100 million for the 
Public Library Construction Program. 

Maureen Killoran, MBLC Head of Public 
Library Advisory and Government Liaison, 
in her Legislative Report said that the 
House and Senate were now in Conference 
Committee to reconcile the differences in 
their budgets. Among the items from 
MBLC Line Items that were being negoti
ated were: State Aid to Regional Libraries, 
State Aid to Public Libraries, and the Public 
Library Incentive Grant Program. 

Among the first items for business was the 
approval of 19 Planning and Design Grant 
Awards of $40,000 each to the following 
municipalities: Berkley, Brimfield, Fitchburg, 
Framingham, Hanson, Hatfield, Hopedale, 
Huntington, New Bedford, Orange, Petersham, 
Salisbury, Sherborn, Shutesbury, Somerville, 
South Hadley, Stoughton, West Springfield and 
Williamstown. (See full story on page 1.) 
“These communities represent the next 
round of libraries who want to think about 
what they want their library to look like,” 
said MBLC Commissioner George Comeau, 
Vice Chair. 

Nancy Rea, MBLC Deputy Director, along 
with Beth Wade, MBLC Grants Manager, 
then presented the Library Services and 
Technology Act Massachusetts Long Range 
Plan – 2008-2012 for its approval. “After 
receiving comments from the library com
munity, there have been some minor 
changes to the plan as sent to you in May,” 
said Wade. Once approved today, it will be 
sent to the Institute of Museums & Library 
Services for their approval, said Rea. Several 
Commissioners made comments and asked 
questions about the plan prior to its being 
adopted. 

Next Paul Kissman, MBLC Library 
Information Systems Specialist, brought to 
the Board two new fact sheets for the 
FY2008 Telecommunications for Resource 
Sharing and Resource Sharing Program. 
“These two grant programs are not new,” he 
said. “However, due to some changes in the 
way payments are processed by the 
Commonwealth, we feel it prudent to for
malize some longstanding practices by 
seeking your approval for these two grant 
rounds and award recommendations that 
will come in October.” The Board then 
approved the FY2008 Telecommunications for 
Resource Sharing grant round in the amount of 
$952,000 and the FY2008 Resource Sharing 
Program grant round in the amount of $889,000 
for account 7000-9506. 

Eight members of the 17-member MBLC 
Public Relations Advisory Committee terms 
expired on June 30, 2007, and David Gray, 
MBLC Director of Communications and 
Public Information, brought to the Board 
four individuals for reappointment and four 
new appointees. Approved for two-year 
terms beginning on July 1, 2007 through 
June 30, 2009 were: Susan Flannery, 
Director of Libraries, Cambridge Public 
Library; Elizabeth Fox, Adult Circulation 
Desk, Sandwich Public Library; Deborah 
Lang Froggatt, Director, Boston Arts 
Academy/Fenway High School 
Library/Boston Symphony Orchestra 
Education Resource Center; Vicki Kaufman, 

(continued on page 6) 
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Spanish Language 
Outreach Grant Received 

The Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners (MBLC) has just 

signed a contract to partner with 
WebJunction.org to administer a new $20,500 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation grant for 
Spanish Language Outreach (SLO).  This 
grant is the fourth Gates Foundation grant 
distributed to Massachusetts through the 
MBLC and will be coordinated by MBLC 
Deputy Director Nancy Rea. 

“We are excited about the possibility of bringing 
new training skills to the Massachusetts library 
community,” said Shelley Quezada, MBLC 
Consultant to the Unserved. 

Among the goals of the SLO program are to: 
• Increase the number of activities directed 

at reaching Spanish-speaking residents 
• Improve the attitude, knowledge and 

skills of local library staff toward outreach 
to Spanish-speaking residents 

• Increase partnerships among local 
libraries and other community organiza
tions serving Spanish-speaking residents 

• Impact the Hispanic community by 
increasing awareness about local library 
services and public access computing 

• Continue to build and grow the Spanish 
Language Outreach online community at 
WebJunction. 

A series of nine workshops are being 
planned for library staff across the state and 
will be conducted in late fall 2007 and 
spring of 2008. With a growing Spanish-
speaking population in many parts of the 
state, Rea sees this grant as a great opportu
nity to address the library needs of 
Spanish-speaking residents. 

Two Massachusetts School 
Libraries Receive Laura 
Bush Foundation for 
America’s Libraries Awards 

The Laura Bush Foundation for 
America’s Libraries announced that two 

school libraries in Massachusetts, Oliver 
Wendell Holmes Elementary School 
Library in Dorchester and the Nathaniel 
Briggs Borden School Library in Fall River, 
were two of the recipients of the more than 
$1.2 million being awarded in grants for 
2007. The schools receive grants of up to 
$5,000 to expand, update and diversify their 
library book collections. 

The 2007 awardees include 234 public 
schools, 11 charter schools, 14 private schools 
and 4 alternative schools. Grants were made 
in 48 states plus the District of Columbia. 

In announcing the grants at The Island 
School in the Lower Eastside in New York, 
“Great books provide students with knowl
edge and encourage creativity,” said Mrs. 
Bush. “These grants will help stock libraries 
with new and exciting books that will chal
lenge and inspire young people.” 

The Laura Bush Foundation for America’s 
Libraries was founded in 2002 as a fund of 
The Community Foundation for the 
National Capital Region. Since its inception, 

the Laura Bush Foundation has awarded 
more than $4.3 million to 897 schools in all 
50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

The grants are funded through generous dona
tions to the endowment from individuals, 
corporations and foundations. The mission of 
the Laura Bush Foundation for America’s 
Libraries is to support the education of our 
nation’s children by providing funds to update, 
extend and diversify the book and print collec
tions of America’s school libraries. 

Planning & Design Grants (cont. from p.1) 

Commissioners, said, “We are delighted to 
be able to make these grants today. Each 
project represents a dramatic step in helping 
these towns move forward toward planning 
and designing a library building that will be 
able to provide its community with modern 
up-to-date library services.” 

Municipality Library Award 
Berkley Berkley Public Library $40,000 
Brimfield Brimfield Public Library $40,000 
Fitchburg 
Framingham 
Hanson 

Fitchburg Public Library $40,000 
Framingham Public Library $40,000 
Hanson Public Library $40,000 

Hatfield Hatfield Public Library $40,000 
Hopedale 
Huntington 
New Bedford 

Bancroft Memorial Library $40,000 
Huntington Public Library $40,000 
New Bedford Free Public $40,000 
Library, Casa da Saudade 

Orange 
Petersham 
Salisbury 
Sherborn 

Wheeler Memorial Library $40,000 
Petersham Memorial Library $40,000 
Salisbury Public Library $40,000 
Sherborn Library $40,000 

Shutesbury 
Somerville 

M. N. Spear Memorial Library $40,000 
Somerville Public Library $40,000 

South Hadley 
Stoughton 
West Springfield 

Williamstown 

South Hadley Public Library $40,000 
Stoughton Public Library $40,000 
West Springfield Public Library $40,000 

David & Joyce Milne $40,000 
Public Library 

Joseph Hopkins (continued from page 1) 

children that Hopkins raised as a single 
father following her death in 1973. 

Hopkins had a long career of service to 
public libraries, serving as Head Librarian in 
Meadville, Pennsylvania, and Watertown 
and Worcester Public Libraries. During his 
tenure in Worcester, he led the library in 
creating an endowment for the library, the 
development of the C/W MARS network, 
and establishing a branch at Great Brook 
Valley. In retirement, Hopkins continued to 
serve libraries that culminated when 
Governors Paul Cellucci and Mitt Romney 
each appointed him to successive terms on 
the MBLC, where he served as Chairman 
from 2002-2004. 

As a Commissioner, he participated in many 
events at libraries across the state and was 
known for his articulate and passionate 
advocacy for the role of libraries in our state 
and society. In honor of his years of public 
service, Hopkins was inducted into the 
Massachusetts Library Association Hall of 
Fame in May 2006. 

Hopkins is survived by his long time com
panion and friend, Margo Crist of Amherst; 
five children, 16 grandchildren, and one 
great granddaughter. 

Preservation Inquirer 

QHow can we determine whether or not our 
environment is conducive to the long term 

preservation of our materials? 

ABy far the easiest means of determining 
what kind of environmental conditions 

exist in your facility is to monitor the envi
ronment for at least five to six months and 
preferably for a year.  While this can be 
accomplished by setting up a Min-Max 
thermo/hygrometer and taking readings at 
least twice a day, this method leaves out the 
times when the building is unoccupied and 
when the systems are often turned down or 
off.  Still, this method will give you a gen
eral idea of the conditions when the 
building is occupied, and give you a start in 
determining what conditions might exist. 

However the best way to determine what 
the climatic conditions in the building are, 
is to use either a recording hygrothermo
graph or a datalogger.  The first instrument 
provides a visual graph in real-time of both 
the temperature and RH (relative humidity) 
for about a week at a time. These instru
ments are relatively large, being about 15” x 
6” x 12”. They involve changing the graph 
paper on a regular basis and calibrating the 
thermo/hygrometer quite regularly.  Over 
the course of a year, these graphs can create 
a long line of paper, end-to-end, to see the 
overall conditions. Hygrothermographs can 
be fairly expensive with recent models cost
ing somewhere between $800 and $1,000. 

There are several advantages to using a data-
logger. They are generally quite small 
(2” x 3” x 3/4 “) or so, although some are 
much larger. Usually they can be attached to 
shelves with magnets so they are out of sight, 
or they can be just set on a shelf. They can 
be set to take temperature and RH readings at 
a variety of intervals, and they create a graph 
of the entire period on a single 8.5” x 11” 
sheet of paper. The software that is necessary 
to read the data usually allows you to zoom 
in and out to isolate specific internals of the 
recording period. Another advantage of data-
loggers is that the data can be exported to 
another software program if necessary to pro
vide other means of analyzing the 
information. However, most dataloggers do 
not permit you to see what has been recorded 
unless you download the information into 
your computer. Some dataloggers can be 
accessed remotely so that you can obtain a 
printout in real-time, while others allow you 
to download the information and continue to 
record without clearing the slate, as it were. 
Dataloggers can cost anywhere from around 
$100 to $1,500. Much of the difference in 
price is determined by their recording capac
ity, their accuracy, and what the software can 
do with the data. 

Dataloggers are available for loan from the 
Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners 
(MBLC) by contacting Gregor Trinkaus-
Randall at gregor.trinkaus-randall@state.ma.us. 
Libraries that participate in the MBLC envi
ronmental monitoring program receive a 
written report detailing the findings and their 
implications for the library’s collections. 

Gregor Trinkaus-Randall 
Preservation Specialist 
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Northborough Honors Its Founder


Trustee Chairperson Michelle Rehill, left, and Jean Langley, Director, right, of the Northborough 
Free Library, laying a memorial wreath on the grave of the library’s founder, Capt. Cyrus Gale on 
Monday, May 28, 2007. 

Reviving an old tradition, the Trustees of the Northborough 
Free Library honored its founder, Captain Cyrus Gale on 

Memorial Day by laying a wreath on his grave. 

Founded in 1868, Capt. Gale contributed $1,000 to start the 
public library that was originally housed in the town hall. And 
although there were social, church and agricultural libraries, 
many required an annual fee or membership, thus the word 
“free” in the library’s official name. By 1894, the library had out
grown its space and Cyrus Gale Jr., the captain’s son, donated 
the land and $30,000 to build a new library where it stands today. 
The library is now undertaking a new $5.7 million expansion 
and renovation project. 

State Senator Robert Antonioni delivered his congratulations to all who had worked so hard to make the 
new Leominster Public Library a reality. 

Leominster Public Library Director Susan Shelton, left, cuts the ribbon to open the building with the assis
tance of Leominster Mayor Dean Mazzarella, right, while members of the Leominster Public Library 
Building Committee cheer in the background. 

HAPPENINGS 
LIBRARY 

Gem of Downtown Leominster Reopens


The newly renovated and expanded Leominster Public Library incorporates its original 1910 
Carnegie building, shown here in the front, into the large expansion that was added to the rear 
and side. 

“After 710 days of work, the trustees and staff are proud and 
happy to welcome you, the citizens of Leominster, to your 

new Leominster Public Library, the ‘Gem of Downtown 
Leominster,’” said Gilbert Tremblay, Chairman of the 
Leominster Public Library Board of Trustees, to the large crowd 
gathered for the dedication ceremony on Sunday, June 10, 2007. 

In his remarks, Mark Bodanza, Chairman of the Leominster 
Public Library Building Committee, said, “We have created 
much more than a building or a brick edifice. We have been able 
to preserve and renovate the 1910 Andrew Carnegie Building, as 
well as building for our future.” 

“This is a big deal,” said State Senator Robert Antonioni. “and we 
will be the richer for the foresight of the many who have helped 
make this day a reality.” 

Others lending their congratulations were Leominster Mayor 
Dean Mazzarella; Michelle Elliot, co-president of the Friends of 
the Library; and Susan Shelton, Director of the Leominster 
Public Library, who said, “To all of you, I say thank you. We wel
come you, for this building belongs to all of you.” 

George Comeau, Vice Chair of the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners, said, “You believe in the future. You have created 
a space for future generations to gather and promote their ideas in 
a setting that is both beautiful and useful.  Here is a building that 
firmly stands for the capacity of its own people… You have put 
your faith in learning and have made good on your promise; 
…that you value literature, music and the fine arts. Who will be 
influenced by this new library, a Nobel Prize winner? A great 
composer, poet laureate, writer, doctor, or painter?” 

Local author and MacArthur Fellow, Adrian Nicole LeBlanc, 
served as the keynote speaker, and reminisced about how as a 
child she loved to get a “bag of books,” and how “this library 
launched an independent journey. Wow! What a wonderful day 
to be back in Leominster.” 

The Robert E. Cormier Center for Young Adults incorporates cool booths into its space, along with 
materials especially designed for teens. 
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Lt. Governor Tours Perkins Braille & 
Talking Book Library 

Meeting with Lt. Gov. Tim Murray, (second from left), after touring the Talking Book Library, was 
President of the Perkins School for the Blind Stephen Rothstein, far left, Kim Charlson, Director of 
the Perkins Braille and Talking Book Library, and Robert Maier, Director of the Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners. 

Lt. Gov. Tim Murray recently visited the Perkins School for the 
Blind in Watertown to learn more about Perkins Braille & 

Talking Book Library and to kick off the Library’s “Catch the Beat 
@ Your Library” summer reading program. 

“It was great to see the partnerships Perkins has in place — both 
with the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners and with 
the Library of Congress — working together to make books on 
tape available to so many people with disabilities,” said Murray. “I 
was very impressed by the efficient operation of the Perkins 
Library, and that 20,000 people are currently served by this free 
program. I was amazed that there are still tens of thousands of 
people eligible to use this service, but who don’t realize it is here 
and available to them at no cost.” 

After touring the Library, Lt. Gov. Murray opened a “Catch the Beat 
@ Your Library” concert. “Visiting with Perkins students, staff and 
Library borrowers was a great way to kick off this year’s summer 
reading program, and see so many people who proved that there are 
other ways of reading that don’t have to do with sight,” he said. 

Westhampton Sets World Record 

An aerial view of some of those reading on the Parsonage Green for the Lounging for Literacy 
fundraiser held to raise funds for a new Westhampton Memorial Library. 

On Saturday June 9, 2007, residents of Westhampton, 
Massachusetts, got together for a good read, and a good rea

son. More than 370 people took to their lawn chairs in the center 
of town and “lounged for literacy”, setting a “world record” for the 
largest gathering of people reading in lawn chairs. The event was 
part of an ongoing campaign to raise money for a new town library 
by the Friends of the Westhampton Memorial Library. 

2007 Mass Book Awards Announced 

The Massachusetts Center for the Book announced the winners of the 
2007 Book Awards amid a cheering crowd at the Massachusetts 

Library Association Annual Conference on May 4, 2007 in Sturbridge. 

History and politics featured prominently in the selections this year, as 
did storytelling of exceptional power and grace. The awards are pre
sented annually to books published in the previous calendar year by 
Massachusetts authors, or to books with a strong Massachusetts theme. 

The Massachusetts Book Awards for 2007:  
Fiction Award 
The Emperor’s Children (Alfred A. Knopf) by Claire Messud of Somerville 

Fiction Honors: 
Jump at the Sun (HarperCollins) by Kim McLarin of Milton 
How Elizabeth Barrett Browning Saved My Life (HarperCollins) by 
Mameve Medwed of Cambridge 

Nonfiction Award 
Mayflower (Viking) by Nathaniel Philbrick of Nantucket 
Nonfiction Honors: 
House of War (Houghton Mifflin) by James Carroll of Boston 
Failed States (Metropolitan/Henry Holt) by Noam Chomsky of Lexington 

Poetry Award 
Averno (Farrar, Straus and Giroux) by Louise Glück of Cambridge 
Poetry Honors: 
The Republic of Poetry (W. W. Norton) by Martin Espada of Amherst 
God’s Silence (Alfred A. Knopf) by Franz Wright of Waltham 

Children’s Literature Award 
Incantation (Little, Brown) by Alice Hoffman of Boston 
Children’s Literature Honors: 
Clementine (Hyperion) by Sara Pennypacker of Chatham 
Counting on Grace (Wendy Lamb/Random House) by Elizabeth 
Winthrop of Williamstown 

The announcement of the awards previews the launch of a year of read
ing promotion. Beginning in September, the Center will post reading 
and discussion guides for each award title at its web site (www.mass
book.org). These guides are developed by librarians and other interested 
readers from across the commonwealth who are experienced book dis
cussion leaders and reading advisors. The Center also facilitates 
MassBook author visits to libraries and bookstores in every region of 
the state, and it takes the award books on the road, featuring them at the 
Massachusetts table in the Pavilion of the States at the National Book 
Festival.  (Read about this year’s NBF at www.loc.gov/bookfest.) 

“The MassBooks are always very promotable,” says Rebecca Frank, pro
gram coordinator for the Massachusetts Book Awards, “and for that we 
give full credit to the extraordinary judges who volunteer their time and 
expertise to the selection.” 

This year’s judges were Israella Abrams, Swampscott Public Library; 
Lisa Borders, author of Cloud Cuckoo Land; Jeanne Braham, editor, 
author of Light Within the Light; Jennifer Hanson, Primary Source Inc., 
Watertown; Pat Keogh, Foundation for Children’s Books, Boston; 
Ifeanyi Mentiki, Wellesley College & Grolier Poetry Book Shop, 
Cambridge; Jacqueline Rafferty, Paul Pratt Memorial Library, Cohasset; 
Chris Rose, Andover Bookstore; Richard D. Simpson, Water Street 
Books, Williamstown; Suzanne Strempek Shea, author of Shelf Life; 
Jennifer Whitehead, Belchertown Public Library. 

The Massachusetts Center for the Book is the Commonwealth affiliate 
of the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress. It works within 
the network of state-center affiliates across the country to promote 
books, reading, literacy, and libraries. MCB sponsors programming and 
develops collaborations that forward the cause of books and lifelong 
reading in our Commonwealth. It is supported, in part, by the Boston 
Athenaeum, Boston Public Library, Hampshire College, Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners, Massachusetts Cultural Council, 
Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities, and Simmons College. 

To read more about the Book Awards and other Center for the Book 
programs - including the new Literary Map of Massachusetts go to 
www.massbook.org. 
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Board Highlights (continued from page 2) 

Commissioner; Katherine Lowe, President, 
Massachusetts School Library Association; 
Pat McLeod, Director, David & Joyce Milne 
Public Library in Williamstown, Anna Popp, 
Secretary, West Springfield Public Library, 
and Dawn Thistle, Director of Library 
Services, Emmanuel d’Alzon Library at 
Assumption College. 

Dianne Carty, MBLC Head of State Aid 
and Data Coordination, then informed the 
Commissioners that MBLC had been 
informed that the Saugus Public Library 
had closed due to budgetary problems 
within the town. Maier, then went on to 
say that in the case of Saugus there is the 
added “matter of a construction grant 
received by the town for an addition/reno
vation project that took place in 
1997-2000.” Following discussion and 
acknowledgement of Mary Rose Quinn, 
Director of the Saugus Public Library, the 
Board then voted, “The Massachusetts Board 
of Library Commissioners confirms the decertifica
tion of the Town of Saugus in the State Aid to 
Public Libraries program based on the closure of 
the Saugus Public Library as of May 29, 2007, 
and directs its staff to take all related administra
tive actions relative to other Board programs, 
including but not limited to reclaiming the con
tractually obligated sums of money dispersed by 
the Commonwealth under the Massachusetts 
Public Library Construction Program.” 

Following the vote, Dr. Knowles, said, “On 
behalf of the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners, I am deeply sorry that we 
have had to act to recognize the decertifica
tion of the Saugus Public Library. This 
action is necessary due to the closure of the 
library. The closure follows the town not 
providing adequate fund and the town’s 
defeat of a Proposition 21/2 Override that 
would have provided funding for the library. 

“The people have spoken. The library is 
closed. 

“Strong libraries build strong communi
ties. A community without a library is 
weakened. The educational system is 
handicapped, economic development is 
thwarted, individual initiative is curtailed, 
and democracy is threatened. 

“I urge the citizens of Saugus to learn 
from the citizens of Hampden and Dracut 
who refused to allow the closures of their 
libraries to last.” 

The final actions involved FY2007 Budget 
Revisions for the Boston and Metrowest 
Massachusetts Regional Library Systems. 

In new business, it was announced that 
Commissioner Joseph Hopkins had died the 
previous morning. A moment of silence 
was observed. And, Director Maier 
announced that David Gray, Director of 
Communications & Public Information, 
had announced he was retiring for his cur
rent position and moving to California at 
the end of August. He was thanked for his 
work on behalf of libraries and received a 
standing ovation. 

Three Massachusetts 
Librarians Chosen for the 
2nd Annual Lifelong 
Access Libraries 
Leadership Institute™ 

Americans for Libraries Council (ALC) 
has announced the selection of 20 

Lifelong Access Fellows who will become 
part of a national network of librarians com
mitted to transforming library services for 
older adults. The 2007 Lifelong Fellows will 
participate in the second annual Lifelong 
Access Libraries Institute in North Carolina 
from July 29 to August 3, 2007.  ALC 
announced the Fellows, who were chosen 
through a competitive proposal review, at its 
annual meeting in New York City in June. 
They come from 14 states, and were selected 
for their commitment to furthering their 
libraries’ work with active older adults. Many 
have already pioneered projects expanding 
library outreach to this population. 

In addition to public librarians, the Fellows 
also include staff members of two state 
libraries, Delaware and New Jersey, and the 
Director of Archives at Boston’s WGBH. 
“These participants will have the opportunity 
to reach even more public librarians and can 
share the Lifelong Access libraries approach to 
serving active older adults with other leaders in 
their states,” said Gloria Coles, National 
Director of Lifelong Access Libraries. 

Coles also emphasized the importance of 
the Lifelong Access Libraries Fellows as pio
neers in the profession. “Just as it took 
dedicated professionals to institutionalize 
library services for children, and to build 
partnerships between libraries and health 
educators, so we now need professionals 
dedicated to bringing about change in the 
ways that librarians work with mid-life 
adults,” said Coles. 

The annual Lifelong Access Libraries 
Leadership Institutes focus on three areas: 
(1) concepts and research underlying new 
approaches to working with midlife and 
older adults (2) leadership and skills in 
community librarianship; and (3) the core 
components of the Lifelong Access Libraries 
framework, as well as promising practices 
in library services for active older adult. 

Presenters at the 2007 Institute will include: 
Dr. Peter Whitehouse, CaseWestern Reserve 
University; Professor Mary Catherine 
Bateson, Institute for Intercultural Studies; 
Judy Goggin, Civic Ventures, and Richard 
M. Restak, George Washington Hospital 
University. 

Profiles of Institute Fellows from 
Massachusetts 

Nancy Aberman, Adult/Elder Services 
Librarian, Reading Public Library 
Responsible for elder and adult program
ming, as well as shared time in reference 
services and collection development. Along 
with her colleague, and 2007 Fellow, 
Elizabeth Dickinson, she developed a print 
and non-print collection for their program 
Live Wires aimed at the 55+ population. 
The library has also designated space specif
ically for the Live Wires collection. 

Elizabeth Dickinson, Assistant Director, 
Reading Public Library 
Responsible for managing personnel, col
lection development, adult program 
planning, and long range planning. She co
manages, along with 2007 Fellow Nancy 
Aberman, an LSTA grant which funds serv
ices, programs, and collection development 
for patrons aged 55 or older.  Ms. 
Dickinson has also created partnerships 
with the AARP, local YMCA, and volun
teers with Stonewall Communities – an 
organization providing senior housing and 
lifelong learning opportunities to Boston’s 
gay and lesbian community. 

Mary Ide, Director, WGBH Archives, Boston 
Responsible for the development of policies 
and procedures and overseeing daily opera
tions. She also designs and implements 
public programming for education and out
reach. WGBH is Boston’s public radio and 
television station and the WGBH Archives 
acquires, preserves, and provides access to 
programs, as well as houses a small research 
library. The WGBH Archives has a strong 
relationship with the Boston Public Library 
and seeks to create a new model of lifelong 
learning programming for public broadcast
ing stations nation-wide. 

Two Massachusetts 
Libraries to Participate in 
the Big Read 

The National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA) has awarded 117 new commu

nities across the U.S. Big Read grants to 
produce celebrations of American literature 
from September through December 2007. 
Two libraries, the Attleboro Public Library 
and the Pocumtuck Valley Memorial 
Association Library in Deerfield, will both 
be using the book Fahrenheit 451 by Ray 
Bradbury. 

“By joining the Big Read, these cities and 
towns are showing that reading is necessary 
to the cultural, civic, even economic fabric 
of their communities. They understand the 
benefit of having people from different gen
erations and walks of life reading and 
discussing a great book,” said NEA 
Chairman Dana Gioia. 

The organizations selected to participate in 
the Big Read for the second half of 2007 will 
receive grants ranging from $5,000 to 
$20,000 to promote and carry out commu
nity-based programs. Participating 
communities also receive reader’s guides and 
teacher’s guides for each novel, audio guides 
that also can be used as radio programming, 
publicity materials, an online organizer’s 
guide for running a successful Big Read pro
gram, and access to a comprehensive Big 
Read Web site. 

Modeled on successful “city reads” programs, 
the Big Read is meant to address the national 
decline in literary reading as documented in 
the NEA’s 2004 landmark survey Reading at 
Risk: A Survey of Literary Reading in America. The 
survey showed that less than half the American 
adult population now reads literature. 

For more information on the Big Read or 
for application guidelines, please visit 
www.neabigread.org. 
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Board Awards Contract 
to Perkins to Provide 
Talking Books 

The Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners (MBLC) is pleased to 

announce that the Perkins School for the 
Blind has once again been selected as the 
Commonwealth’s vendor under contract 
with the MBLC to provide the services of 
the Braille & Talking Book Library program 
in Massachusetts. Through its collaboration 
with the Library of Congress program, the 
Perkins Library provides audio and braille 
books, magazines, and playback equipment 
on free loan to individuals having visual, 
physical or reading disabilities making it 
difficult to read conventional printed mate
rials. Institutions serving this population are 
also eligible for services. 

“We are pleased to be awarding this contract 
to Perkins – a recognized leader in provid
ing specialized library services to people 
with disabilities since the mid-1800’s. The 
Perkins Braille & Talking Book Library has 
a proven track record and offers its borrow
ers a full range of services including 
Newsline, providing access to daily newspa
pers over the telephone,” said Robert C. 
Maier, MBLC Director. 

The contract award is for a five year dura
tion. The Legislature determines the annual 
state appropriation for the program through 
its annual budget cycle, with the proposed 
FY08 amount for the Perkins Library being 
$2,203,997. 

“In today’s world, accessibility must extend 
beyond wheelchair ramps and braille eleva
tor buttons. Access to information is 
equally important. I’m delighted that 
Massachusetts has the demonstrated com
mitment, combined with the leadership and 
innovation exemplified by Library Director 
Kim Charlson and her talented team at the 
Perkins Library, in providing public funding 
for accessible library services so that thou
sands of people across our state who can’t 
read traditional print have access to reading 
and can keep up with current events,” stated 
Perkins President Steven M. Rothstein. 

In operation for over 178 years, Perkins is 
the first school for the blind in the country, 
where Helen Keller and her teacher, Annie 
Sullivan, were educated. Today, Perkins 
serves 87,000 people who are blind or visu
ally impaired with multiple 
disabilities—from babies to school-age chil
dren to elders—here and in 60 developing 
countries around the world. Perkins Braille 
& Talking Book Library provides books on 
tape and in braille to 20,000 people who 
can’t read traditional type due to a visual, 
physical or learning disability. 

Agency News 

Carty Heads Up National 
Committee 

Dianne Carty, Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners Head of the 

State Aid and Data Coordination, is the new 
chair of the ANSI-NISO Z39.7 Standing 
Committee. She began this role at a meet
ing on Monday, June 24, 2007 in 
Washington, DC. 

The National Information Standards 
Organization was originally accredited by 
the American National Standards Institute 
in 1939 as American National Standards 
Committee Z39. NISO acts both as a stan
dards-setting body and as the U.S. technical 
advisory group to the ISO Technical 
Committee on Information and 
Documentation (TC 46). In this second 
role, NISO votes on international standards 
and designates participants to international 
standards committees and working groups. 

NISO engages libraries, publishers, infor
mation aggregators, and other organizations 
that support learning, research, and scholar
ship through the creation, organization and 
management of knowledge. NISO’s volun
tary consensus standards help create services 
and products that promote the exchange 
and sharing of knowledge. 

The ANSI/NISO Z39.7 standard 
(Information Services and Use: Metrics & 
Statistics for Libraries and Information 
Providers Data Dictionary) is maintained by 
NISO’s Z39.7 Standing Committee. The 
Standing Committee includes two task 
groups with expert representatives for tech
nical and policy guidance. Technical expert 
advice is solicited from the publishing and 
database vendor community to inform the 
Committee of critical issues impacting 
reporting usage data, and to serve as a com
munication link on developments with the 
Z39.7 standard. Policy expert advice is from 
organizations and agencies to inform the 
Committee of critical issues impacting pol
icy matters on the local, state, and national 
level, and to communicate developments 
with the Z39.7 standard to these groups. 

Board Awarded 2nd Place 
for Its 2006 Annual Report 

The 2006 Annual Report of the 
Massachusetts Board of Library 

Commissioners was among one of the win
ners at 18th Biennial Public Relations 
Awards of the Massachusetts Library 

David Gray, MBLC Director of Communications and Editor of 
the 2006 Annual Report, receiving his certificate from Gregory 
Pronovitz, Co-Chair of the MLA Public Relations Committee, 
left, and congratulations from Dr. Em Claire Knowles, MBLC 
Chair, right. 

Association (MLA) that were presented at 
the MLA Annual Conference on May 3, 
2007 in Sturbridge. 

Winners were chosen by a panel of inde
pendent judges from the public relations, 
press and library fields according to MLA 
Public Relations Committee Co-Chairs, 
Gregory Pronevitz, Administrator of the 
Northeast Massachusetts Regional Library 
System, and Laurie Lessner from the SAILS 
Library Network. Evaluation criteria 
included graphic design, originality and 
presentation, and more than 85 entries were 
submitted in 17 categories. 

David L. Gray, MBLC Director of 
Communications and Public Information, 
was presented with a certificate by 
Pronevitz and Lessner at the Public 
Relations Awards Ceremony.  “I am really 
pleased to be able to accept this honor for 
the MBLC,” said Gray, “it has been very 
gratifying to receive so many compliments 
about this report that was, and continues to 
be, used to tell about the work that MBLC 
does on behalf of libraries across the 
Commonwealth.” 

Barnes & Noble Helps 
Raise Funds for 
Massachusetts Libraries 

The Massachusetts Regional Library 
Systems, Massachusetts Library 

Association, Massachusetts School Library 
Association, local libraries across the state, 
and Barnes & Noble teamed up for a two-
day fund raising event on April 20 and 21, 
2007. The event, Catch the Beat for Your 
Library at Barnes and Noble, raised more 
than $4,000 for Summer Reading Programs 
in Massachusetts libraries. 

“On behalf of everyone at Barnes & Noble, 
we were honored to partner with 
Massachusetts Libraries in supporting the 
summer reading program and encouraging 
more children to “Catch the Beat” this 
summer!” said Maddie Hjulstrom, Regional 
Community Relations Manager for Barnes 
and Noble. 

Barnes and Noble donated a percentage of 
every sale from every customer who pre
sented a special book fair voucher at 
participating Barnes and Noble stores in 
Massachusetts and selected stores in 
Connecticut, Rhode Island and New 
Hampshire on those two days, said Maureen 
Ambrosino, Youth Services Consultant, 
Central Massachusetts Regional Library 
System. 

This collaboration represents a growing 
trend in libraries to seek out partners to 
help fund programs that improve the qual
ity of life for residents. Through 
partnerships with organizations and individ
uals, Massachusetts libraries continue to 
discover alternative ways of funding high 
quality library programs and services 
statewide. 

Vol.26 No.4 July/August 2007 7 



 

At Your Service


The following books are available for 
loan from the Massachusetts Board of 

Library Commissioners. To request a loan, 
please contact our Professional Library by 
telephone, 800-952-7403, ext. 240; 
fax 617-725-0140 or e-mail at 
brian.donoghue@state.ma.us. 

Blueprint for Your Library Marketing Plan: A 
Guide to Help You Survive and Thrive 
By Patricia H. Fisher.  American Library 
Association.  ©2006 021.7 F 

Forming and Funding Public Library 
Foundations, 2nd Edition 
By Benjamin Goldberg.  American 
Library Association.  ©2004 025.1 G 

Grants for Libraries: A How-to-do-it Manual 
for Librarians 
By Stephanie K. Gerdin.  Neal-
Schuman Publishers.  ©2006 025.1 G 

Heart of the Community: The Libraries We Love 
Edited by Karen Christensen and David 
Levinson.  Berkshire Publishing Group. 
©2007  027.473 H 

Measuring Board Effectiveness: User’s Guide and 
Questionnaire: A Tool for Strengthening Your 
Board 
By Thomas P. Holland.  Boardsource. 
©2000 658.4 H 

Measuring Your Library’s Value: How to Do a 
Cost-Benefit Analysis for Your Public Library 
By Donald S. Eliot, et.al. American

Library Association. ©2007 025.1 E


Performance Management and Appraisal: A 
How-to-do-it Manual for Librarians 
By G. Edward Evans. Neal-Schuman 
Publishers. ©2004 023.9 E 

Taming the Troublesome Board Member 
By Katha Kissman. Boardsource. 
©2006 658.4 K 

Teen Spaces: The Step-By-Step Library 
Makeover 
By Kimberly Bolan Taney. American

Library Association. ©2003 022.3 T


FY2009 LSTA Grant 
Round Dates 

For libraries interested in applying for 
FY2009 Library Services and Technology 

Act (LSTA) grants from the Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners, the fol
lowing dates should be kept in mind. 

October 1, 2007 New Long-Range Plans 
are due at the MBLC. 

Mid-November, 2007 FY2009 LSTA Grant 
Round will be announced by mail, on 
the “allregions” listserv and at 
mass.gov/mblc. 

December 3, 2007 Action Plan updates to 
Long-Range Plans are due at the 
MBLC. Having a Long-Range Plan 
and yearly update on file are necessary 
for participation in the LSTA Direct 
Grant Program round. 

December 3, 2007 Letters of Intent (origi
nal plus 2 copies) are due for the 
FY2009 grant round. (Please note that 
Action Plans and Letters of Intent will 
be due on the same day.) 

Those who file Letters of Intent will be 
invited to workshops to help potential 
applicants understand the components of 
the grant programs, plan and budget their 
potential projects, complete the application 
form, and learn about the grant review, 
award and implementation processes. 
These workshops will be held in late 
January and early February 2008. 

Final LSTA applications will be due in mid-
March. 

FY2008 State Aid to 
Public Libraries 
Important dates to remember: 
September 1, 2007 Annual Report 

Information Survey (ARIS) is due. 
Mid-August 2007 State Aid to Public 

Libraries packet is sent to libraries. 
October 19, 2007 State Aid to Public 

Libraries forms due. 
November 1, 2007 First group of munici

palities meeting requirements are 
presented to the Board. 

December 6, 2007 Second group of munic
ipalities meeting requirements are 
presented to the Board. 

January 3, 2008 FY2008 MAR waiver 
applicants are presented to the Board. 

February 7, 2008 The Board acts on 
FY2008 MAR waiver petitions. 

Fast Facts 
Municipalities in Massachusetts spent 
$187.8 million of $15.7 billion general 
fund dollars for public library services dur
ing FY2005. This was 1.2 percent of the 
general fund or $29.35 per capita. 

Calendar of Events

Board Meetings 

MBLC Board Meeting 
Thursday, September 6, 2007, 10 am 
Moses Greeley Parker Memorial Library 
28 Arlington Street, Dracut 

MBLC Board Meeting 
Thursday, October 4, 2007, 10 am 
Sargent Memorial Library 
427 Massachusetts Ave. Boxborough 

MBLC Board Meeting 
Thursday, November 1, 2007, 10 am 
Lakeville Free Public Library, 
4 Precinct Street 

Special Events 

National Book Festival 
Saturday, September 29, 2007, 10 am – 5 pm 
National Mall, Washington, DC 
For more information, www.loc.gov/bookfest/ 

Conferences 
New England Library Association 
Conference 

Sunday, October 14 – Tuesday, 

October 16, 2007

Sturbridge Host Hotel, Sturbridge

For more information, 

www.nelib.org/conference/2007/


Digital Commonwealth 2nd Annual 
Digital Library 
Conference & Vendor Fair 

Thursday, October 25, 2007 
Holy Cross College, Worcester 
For more information, www.nmrls.org/ 
digitalcommonwealth/conference.htm 

Massachusetts Library Trustees 
Association/Massachusetts Friends of 
Libraries Annual Meeting & 
Conference 

Saturday, November 3, 2007

Courtyard Marriott, Marlborough

For more information,

www.masslib.org/mlta/ or

www.masslib.org/mfol/


Massachusetts School Library 
Association Conference 

Sunday, November 11 & Monday,

November 12, 2007

Sturbridge Host Hotel, Sturbridge

For more information,

maschoolibraries.org/content/blogcategory/29/144/
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