
HOUSE No. 3155
By Mr. Flynn of Hanover, petition of William J. Flynn, Jr., relative

to further defining the term “veteran” to include members of the
Merchant Marine. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

Qtfje Commontoealtf) of jHasteatfjusctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act relative to veterans- benefits.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Clause Forty-third of section 7of chapter 4of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the 1986 Official Edition, is
3 hereby amended by striking out the first two paragraphs and
4 inserting in place thereof the following two paragraphs; -

5 Forty-third, “Veteran” shall mean any person, male or female,
6 including a nurse, (a) whose last discharge or release from his
7 wartime service, as defined herein, was under honorable
8 conditions and who (b) served in the army, navy, marine corps,
9 coast guard, merchant marine or air force of the United States

10 for not less than ninety days active service, at least one day of
11 which was for wartime service, provided, that any person who so
12 served in wartime and was awarded a service-connected disability
13 or a Purple Heart, or who died in such service under conditions
14 other than dishonorable, shall be deemed to be a veteran
15 notwithstanding his failure to complete ninety days of active
16 service.
17 “Wartime service” shall mean service performed by a “Spanish
18 War veteran”, a“World War I veteran”, a“World War 11 veteran”,
19 a “Korean veteran”, a “Vietnam veteran”, a “Lebanese peace
20 keeping force veteran”, a “Grenada rescue mission veteran”, a
21 member of the “Merchant Marine” or a member of the “WA AC"
22 as defined in this clause during any of the periods of time described
23 herein or for which such medals described below are awarded.
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1 SECTION 2. Said clause Forty-third of said section 7 of said
2 chapter 4 is hereby further amended by inserting after the tenth
3 paragraph, as so appearing, the following definition: -

4 “Merchant Marine” shall mean any member of the Merchant
5 Marine who performed such wartime service between December
6 seventh, nineteen hundred and forty-one and August fifteenth,
7 nineteen hundred and forty-five.


