
HOUSE No. 3387
By Mr. Cohen of Newton, petition of David B. Cohen, Eleanor

Myerson, Howard C. Cahoon, Jr., Geoffrey C. Beckwith and Robert
A. Durand for legislation to establish a special commission to study
alternative uses of Noman’s Land in the county of Dukes County.
Natural Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act establishing a special commission to study alternative

USES OF NOMAN’S LAND IN THE COUNTY OF DUKES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 The legislature finds that the island called Noman’s Land, lying
2 some 4 nautical miles off the coast of the Island of Martha’s
3 Vineyard, is subject to bombing and strafing by the Armed
4 Services, and
5 (2) The legislature further finds that the Commissioners of the
6 County ofDukes have questioned the safety of military overflights
7 in proximity to Dukes County Airport which has experienced
8 sharply increased commercial use in recent years, and
9 (3) The legislature further finds that the waters off Noman’s

10 Land making up the MILITARY PROHIBITED ZONE are
11 productive of fish and shellfish and could provide revenue and
12 recreation for the residents of the Commonwealth, and
13 (4) The legislature further finds that Noman’s is an important
14 stop of the migratory bird pathway, a portion of Noman’s being
15 officially designated a “bird and wildlife sanctuary”.:
16 Therefore the General Court establishes by this Act an
17 Investigatory Commission on the Uses of Noman’s Land toreview
18 the need for continued use of said island for bombing and strafing,
19 to review the consistency of the ecological and military objectives
20 currently recognized for Noman’s Land, and to review the possible
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21 alternative uses that might be more productive and conducive to
22 the peace and prosperity of the citizens of the Commonwealth.
23 Said Commission shall consist of ten members including one
24 Senator, two Representatives, one Commissioner of the County
25 of Dukes, one Selectman from each town abutting Noman’s Land,
26 namely the towns of Chilmark, Gay Head, and West Tisbury, and
27 three residents of the Island of Martha’s Vineyard appointed by
28 the Governor of the Commonwealth.
29 The Commission shall exist fof a term of twelve months during
30 which time it shall take testimony from military and civilian
31 sources, review relevant laws, regulations and procedures, assess
32 the impact of past and current military use on the ecology of
33 Noman’s Land, and prepare a report for the General Court and
34 the County Commissioners on alternative uses of said island. Said
35 report shall contain recommendations for legislation at the federal
36 level and state level, if necessary, to accomplish the objectives
37 defined by the Commission.
38 The Commission shall be convened within two months of the
39 passage of this Act, and the final report shall be submitted to the
40 Clerks of the House and the Senate by November first of the year
41 subsequent to the creation of the Commission to permit the
42 orderly flow of legislation that may be necessary to implement
43 the Commission’s findings.


