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legislation to provide for the registration and regulation of
skateboards. Public Safety.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act providing for the registration and regulation of
SKATEBOARDS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 85 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 11C, the following three sections:
3 Section 11D. No resident of any city which accepts this section
4 by vote of its city council, or ofany town which accepts this section
5 by vote of the town, shall operate a skateboard within the limits
6 thereof unless such skateboard is registered under this section in
7 such city or town and unless the registration plate or decal issued
8 thereof is attached to such skateboard. The police department of
9 such a city or town, or the selectmen of such a town having no

10 organized police department, shall register all skateboards owned
11 by persons residing within the city or town and to the owners
12 thereof certificates of registration, which shall be in effect, unless
13 suspended as herein provided, so long as such registrants own said
14 skateboards. The application for registration shall contain the
15 name, address, phone number and age of the owner, the make
16 of the skateboard and serial number, if any, affixed by the maker.
17 or any other identifying marks. The certificate of registration shall
18 contain the name and address of the owner, a description of the
19 skateboard and a register number. Every skateboard so registered
20 shall have attached thereto a registration plate or decal furnished
21 by the police department or the selectmen, as the case may be,
22 of the city or town where registered. Upon the sale or other
23 transfer of aregistered skateboard, the registrant shall remove the
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24 registration plate or decal and surrender the same to the police
25 department or the selectmen, as the case may be, or may, upon
26 application but without payment of an additional fee, have said
27 plate or decal assigned to another skateboard owned by the
28 applicant. A skateboard rental agency in any city or town which
29 accepts this section shall not rent or offer any skateboard for rent
30 unless the skateboard is registered and a registration plate or decal
31 is attached thereto as provided herein. Every person engaged in
32 the business of buying or selling new or second hand skateboards
33 in such a city or town shall make a report to the said police
34 department or selectmen, as the case may be, of every skateboard
35 purchased or sold by such dealer, giving the name and address
36 of the person from whom purchased or to whom sold, a
37 description of such skateboard by name or make, and the number
38 of the registration plate or decal, if any, attached thereto. Blank
39 forms of applications and certificates for use in carrying out the
40 provisions of this section shall be prepared and furnished by the
41 commissioner of public safety to all such cities and towns at their
42 expense. Unless otherwise established in a town by town meeting
43 action and in a city by city council action, and in a town with
44 no town meeting by town council action, by adoption of
45 appropriate by-laws and ordinances to set such fees, the fee for
46 each registration plate or decal and certificate issued under this
47 section shall be two dollars and fifty cents, but in no event shall
48 any such fee be greater than five dollars and fifty cents.
49 Violation of any provision of this section shall be punished by
50 a fine of five dollars, and in addition the police department of
51 such city or town, or the selectmen of a town having no organized
52 police department, may suspend the registration certificate of any
53 registered skateboard operated in violation of any provision of
54 section eleven B. No violation of any provision of this section
55 relative to the registration of skateboard shall affect any civil right
56 or liability, nor shall any such violation by a minor under the age
57 of eighteen be considered a criminal offense.
58 Section 1 lE. Every person operating a skateboard upon a way,
59 as defined In section one of chapter ninety, shall have the right
60 to use any public way in the commonwealth that is designated
61 for skateboard use by said skateboarders in a city or town but
62 never on any state, limited access or express state highway, and
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shall be subject to the traffic laws and regulations of the
commonwealth and the special regulations contained in this
section, except that, (1) skateboard operator shall signal by either
hand his intention to stop or turn, and (2) skateboards may be
ridden on sidewalks outside business districts when necessary in
the interest of safety, unless otherwise directed by local ordinance
or by-law. A person operating a skateboard on the sidewalk shall
yield the right of way to pedestrians and give an audible signal
before overtaking and passing any pedestrian.
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Operators of skateboard shall be subject to the following
regulations:
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(I) The operator shall ride single file on any way except when
passing.
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(2) The operator shall not ride on public way or sidewalk other
than feet planted upon the board. The operator shall not carry
another person on said skateboard.
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(3) The operator shall give an audible warning whenever
necessary to insure safe operation of the skateboard.
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(4) The operator shall park his skateboard upon a way or a
sidewalk in such a manner as not to obstruct vehicular or
pedestrian traffic.
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(5) The operator shall not permit the skateboard to be drawn
by any other moving vehicle.
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(6) The operator shall not carry any package, bundle or article
except in a back pack properly worn.
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(7) During the period from one hour after sunset to one hour
before sunrise, the operator shall not operate said skateboard on
any public way, sidewalk or unlit parking lot.
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(8) The operator of a skateboard shall report any accident
involving either personal injury or property damage in excess of
one hundred dollars, or both, to the police department in the city
or town in which the accident occured.
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Competitive skateboard races may be held on public ways,
provided that such races are sponsored by or in cooperation with
recognized skateboard organizations and, provided further, that
the sponsoring organization shall have obtained the approval of
the appropriate police department or departments. Special
regulations regarding the movement of skateboards during such
races, or in training for races, including, but not limited to,
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102 permission to ride abreast, may be established by agreement
between the police department and the sponsoring organization.103

Violations of any provision of this section shall be punished by
a fine of not more than twenty dollars. The parent or guardian
of any person under age eighteen shall not authorize or knowingly
permit any such person to violate any of the provisions of this
section. A skateboard operated by a person in violation of this
section may be impounded by the police department, or in a town
which has no police department, by the selectemen, for a period
not to exceed fifteen days. A violation of any provision of this
section by a minor under the age of eighteen shall not affect any
civil right or liability nor shall such violation be considered a
criminal offense.
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Section 11F. Every city and town shall, pursuant to clause
sixteen B of section twenty-one of chapter forty, provide a
noncriminal ticketing procedure against violators of the
provisions of sections sleven E and eleven F and of any rule,
regulation, ordinance or by-law of the city or town regulating the
registration, equipment and operation of skateboards. Cities and
towns shall print notices of such violations in tag form in the same
manner as notices pursuant to section twenty A or twenty C of
chapter ninety are printed of such cities and towns. A police officer
taking cognizance of any such violation may request the offender
to state his true name and address. Whoever, upon such request,
refuses to state his name and address, or states a false name and
address or a name and address which is not his name and address
in ordinary use, shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty
nor more than fifty dollars. Any such offender so refusing to state
his name and address maybe arrested without a warrant, but no
person shall be arrested without a warrant for any other such
violation.
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Every police officer who takes cognizance of such violations
may give the offender a notice, which shall be in tag form, as
provided in this section, to appear before the clerk of the district
court having jurisdiction, at any time during office hours, not later
than twenty-one days after the date of such violation. If the
offender is under sixteen years of age, the officer may give such
notice to the parent or guardian of the offender. All tags shall
be prepared in triplicate and shall be prenumbered.
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141 Said tag shall contain but shall not be limited to the following
142 information: the registration number of the skateboard if any; the
143 name and address of the offender, if served with notice in hand
144 at the time of such violation; the date, time, place and nature of
145 the violation; the amount of the fine; instructions for the return
146 of the tag; and a notice which reads as follows; This notice may
147 be returned by mail, personally, or by an authorized person, and
148 if properly returned shall be deemed non-criminal. A court
149 hearing may be obtained upon the written request of the offender.
150 Failure to obey this notice within twenty-one days after the date
151 of the violation will result in the offender’s appearance in court
152 on a criminal complaint. Such notice shall be signed by the officer,
153 and shall be signed by the offender whenever practicable in
154 acknowledgement that the notice has been received. The officer
155 shall, if possible, deliver to the offender at the time and place of
156 the violation a copy of said notice. Whenever it is possible to
157 deliver a copy of said notice to the offender at the time and place
158 of violation, said copy shall be mailed or delivered by the officer,
159 or by his commanding officer or any person authorized by said
160 commanding officer to the offender’s last known address. The
161 mailing of such notice by the officer, his commanding officer or
162 the person so authorized, to the said offender shall be deemed a
163 sufficient notice, and a certificate of the officer or person stating
164 that such notice has been mailed in accordance with this section
165 shall be deemed prima facie evidence thereof, and shall be
166 admissible in any court of the commonwealth as to the facts
167 contained therein.
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