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Ratte for adoption of resolutions by the General Court memorializing
the Congress of the United States to propose an amendment to the
United States Constitution to clarify the rights to bear arms. Federal
Financial Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the united states to

PROPOSE AN AMENDMENT TO THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION TO

CLARIFY THE RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS.

1 Whereas, The second amendment of the United States
2 Constitution establishes the need for a militia and the right of the
3 people to keep and bear arms; and
4 Whereas, Controversy exists in the interpretation of this
5 amendment as to its application to the militia or military only or
6 to all private citizens; and

Whereas, The members of the Legislature of the Common-
-8 wealth of Massachusetts want to clarify its interpretation to limit
9 it to the military; and

10 Whereas, The members of the Legislature believe that it is more
11 desirable to allow states to regulate the use of firearms; therefore
12 be it
13 Resolved, That the Legislature of the Commonwealth of
14 Massachusetts, hereby petition the Congress of the United States
15 of America to propose to the states an amendment to the United
16 States Constitution to clarify that the guaranteed right to bear
17 arms applies to the militia and not to private citizens; and be it
18 further
19 Resolved, That copies of this resolutions be forwarded by the

20 clerk of the House of Representatives to the presiding officers of
21 each branch of the Congress, and to the members thereof from
22 this Commonwealth, with the request that it be officially entered
23 in the Congressional Record.
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