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Tree-Ring Dates
Offer Insight on
Massachusetts Buildings
Michael Steinitz

IN THE REALM OF EARLY AMERICAN ARCHITECTURE, MASSACHUSETTS HAS FEW RIVALS IN THE

NUMBER AND VARIETY OF ITS SURVIVING 17TH AND EARLY 18TH-CENTURY EXAMPLES. IT IS WIDELY

RECOGNIZED THAT MASSACHUSETTS HAS BY FAR THE GREATEST CONCENTRATION OF EARLY,
TIMBER-FRAMED BUILDINGS IN THE COUNTRY. WHAT IS LESS WELL KNOWN, HOWEVER, IS HOW

tentative and imprecise our understanding
of this extraordinarily significant collection
of early buildings remains. For owners, re-
searchers, and preservationists alike, a per-
petual stumbling block has been the great
difficulty in establishing precise construc-
tion dates for more than a small percentage
of these properties. Documents and records

that provide exact construction dates of
these earliest buildings rarely exist, and the
assignment of dates on the basis of stylistic
features or construction techniques remains
an inferential process that often involves
circular arguments. More often than not,
there has been no means to verify tradition-

The Rocky Hill Meeting House
in Amesbury was one of the
structures used to establish
the tree-ring chronology for
oak in eastern Massachusetts
(MHC file photo).
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Director’s Notes
Cara H. Metz

Things have been very busy at the
MHC since our last issue of the Preser-

vation Advocate. Many of you have con-
tacted us and requested to be added to our
mailing list. We are pleased that you are
finding the information that we are distrib-
uting helpful and interesting, and we are
working hard to make our programs more
relevant to you as well as easily accessible.
For example, we are continuing to update
our website and are trying make it a place
where you can access additional informa-
tion on the topics that are covered in the
newsletter. The correct address for the
MHC’s website is www.state.ma.us/sec/
mhc. We are also moving forward with the
planning of our annual preservation confer-
ence held each September, which is one of
our best ways of reaching out to the preser-
vation community. Please contact us at any

A Message from the Chairman
William Francis Galvin

In November I was pleased to award
grants to 68 private, non-profit organiza-

tions and local governments in 65 commu-
nities. The pool of applicants for grant
funds was extremely competitive, and the
fact that almost $9 million in requests were
made for the $4.2 million available made it
clear that there is a true need for bricks and
mortar grants. I am particularly pleased
that many diverse programs benefited from
the funds. MPPF programs have benefited
Head Start programs, low-income housing,
women’s shelters, and assisted-living facili-
ties for the elderly. This collaboration be-
tween preservation and other important
community-based social programs has been
one of the most satisfying benefits of the
grant program. Currently there are no new
funds available for the MPPF program, but
more and more people recognize that direct

time if you have questions that you would
like us to address or if you have other com-
ments about MHC’s public programs.

As many others in the Commonwealth
have experienced, it has been a challenging
budget year. We are doing our best to keep
our programs moving forward. While we
have mostly good news to report so far, I
must also share with you that a few of our
key staff members have left the MHC. Af-
ter 21 years, Elsa Fitzgerald retired from
the MHC in March. Her contributions to
preservation are immeasurable and she will
be greatly missed. Fortunately, we know
that Elsa is unlikely to actually retire and
will continue to work in this field. Erin
Tobin, a Preservation Planner on the grants
staff has also moved on to some wonderful
opportunities in New York.‰

grants to significant properties are the
strongest preservation tool available. I hope
that you will work with me and express to
your legislators your concern that this pro-
gram continue.

Over the next several months I will be
working with the MHC to emphasize the
economic benefits of preservation. For ex-
ample, I hope that you find the article on
the tax credit program in this issue to be of
interest. Many developers recognize the
value of a 20% tax credit on their rehabili-
tation expenses and that alone can turn the
tide in our favor when both demolition and
rehabilitation are under consideration.
Other economic benefits of preservation are
also addressed in this newsletter. As we face
a challenging budget year, we will continue
to emphasize these positive points.‰
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Earning from the Past
Cara H. Metz

What other states have learned…
New Jersey:

• Preservation generated $263 million in income and
over 21,000 jobs.

• Heritage travelers spend 60% more money than other
overnight travelers.

Georgia (1996 dollars):

• Historic Preservation created 7,550 jobs;

• $201 million in earnings (wages and profits); and

• $550 million in total economic activity.

Texas:

• The total impact of historic preservation contribu-
tions to the Texas economy: $1.758 billion.

Is there a connection between historic preservation and economic
development? Research tells us they have a lot in common. For

example, studies have shown that for every million dollars spent on
preserving historic buildings 15.6 construction jobs are created,
14.2 ancillary jobs are created, and $779,800 of household income
is generated. Another study suggested that $1 million dollars de-
voted to rehabilitation would create 34 more jobs and add $53,000
more dollars to household income than the same $1 million dedi-
cated to new construction.

The traditional benefits of historic preservation remain the same.
Preservation contributes to the quality of our lives and enhances
the character of our communities. The rehabilitation of our down-
towns keeps commercial areas vibrant and promotes the smart
growth of our cities. These benefits of historic preservation are
priceless, but there is an economic impact that can be calculated.

To learn more about the specific economic impacts of historic
preservation in Massachusetts, the MHC has contracted with the
Rutgers University Center for Urban Policy Research to prepare an
economic impact study for our state. The directors of the study feel
that their work here in the Commonwealth is especially important
because of Massachusetts’ rich history and the large number of his-
toric properties. The results of the study will be available late this
year, but we already have some enticing facts and figures.

• In fiscal year 2000 Massachusetts ranked 8th in the nation for
certified expenses in the federal rehabilitation tax credit pro-
gram with $49,024,826 of private money used in the rehabili-
tation of historic buildings (see article on next page). This

Coming Soon!
To help spread the good news about historic
preservation’s ability to contribute to eco-
nomic growth in cities and towns, the MHC is
designing a new poster series. Each poster will
focus on a single important and positive fact
about historic preservation and the economy.
The first poster reminds folks that historic
preservation creates jobs. For support for our
programs to continue in difficult economic
times, it’s important that we spread the word
to diverse audiences. We hope the posters will
help. Poster’s will be freely available to our
preservation partners to display and share.

translated to $9,804,965 going back to the project sponsors in
the form of a credit on their federal taxes.

• In FY01 the tax credit projects MHC staff have been working on
have a combined total project cost of almost $300,000,000 (!).

So next time someone asks why we should fund historic preserva-
tion programs in these trying economic times, remind them of the
priceless benefits and stayed tuned for the hard facts and figures. ‰
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“In areas where markets are

depressed, the investment tax credit

serves as more than just incentive

to preserve a building. There’s a

significant economic incentive to

utilize the tax credit because it

 provides real cash equity.”

– Mark Hess, HallKeen LLC

The Rehabilitation Tax Credit:
A Great Incentive for Preservation
Ann Lattinville

order to qualify for the 20% federal rehabilitation tax credit, all of
the following conditions must be met:

• The building to be rehabilitated must be listed in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places, either
on an individual basis or as a contributing
property within a National Register His-
toric District. (A 10% credit is also avail-
able for buildings that are not listed in the
National Register of Historic Places but
which were built before 1936.)

• The building must be depreciable.
That is, it must serve an income-pro-
ducing function. Buildings that serve
exclusively as the owner’s private resi-
dences are not eligible for the tax
credit.

• The rehabilitation must be substantial.
That is, the project expenditures must
equal or exceed the adjusted basis of
the building or $5,000, whichever is
greater.

• All of the work performed must meet the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, the federally established
standards for rehabilitating historic buildings.

The federal rehabilitation investment credit can be purchased and
sold (“syndicated”). In addition, this credit can be combined with

HallKeen LLC has rehabilitated several cottages historically associated with the Wamsutta Mills in the Acushnet Heights Historic
District, New Bedford, using the investment tax credit. These photographs show the buildings prior to rehabilitation and then
following completion. At right, the exterior appearance of the buildings has been restored to the original appearance. Several
more buildings are being rehabilitated in phases in the same neighborhood.

Perhaps one of the most common questions we answer as pro-
viders of technical information in the field of preservation is:

what kind of funding is there to help me to “do the right thing” for
my building? What if we told you there
was a program out there that provided a
tax credit of 20% of the cost of rehabilita-
tion expenditures? We’re joking, right?
But in fact, there is a program out there
for private owners of income-producing
buildings in Massachusetts—and it’s a tre-
mendous source of funding! The program
is the Federal Tax Incentive Program.

The Federal Rehabilitation Tax Incentive
Program has not only made possible but
has encouraged private investment in and
rehabilitation of historic properties. The
Federal Rehabilitation Tax Incentive Pro-
gram can often provide equity financing
to a project proponent, thereby filling in
gaps in funding that would make a project
otherwise infeasible. These credits help
pay for the unique costs associated with
rehabilitations of historic properties and have convinced otherwise
skeptical investors of the value of historic buildings. The simple
math: 20% of qualified rehabilitation expenditures totaling
$100,000 translates to a $20,000 tax credit!

So what are the particulars of this historic preservation program? In

AfterBefore
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the Low Income Housing Tax Credit. Long-term lessees of prop-
erty can also take advantage of the tax credit program.

Massachusetts has seen a variety of building types rehabilitated and
successfully placed back into service for a wide range of end uses.
MHC staff recently reviewed the completion of a rehabilitation of a
former monastery in West
Springfield for use as an assisted
living facility. The former post
office in Lowell is being revital-
ized for use as a juvenile court
facility, and the former Oliver
Ames High School in Easton is
proposed for rehabilitation as
elderly housing. Fall River and

These properties in Fall River were rehabilitated using the tax credit. Many of the homes’ original details remained beneath
aluminum siding and were restored. These buildings are part of a cluster of rehabilitated housing in the Corky Row Historic
District. As a cluster, the appearance of the restored buildings is visually striking.

New Bedford have seen a significant investment in former mill
workers housing as a way to provide affordable housing to residents
in those cities. Whether they are large or small, each investment tax
credit project contributes to the vitality of the state’s economy!

The investment tax credit program is overseen by the National
Park Service and the Internal
Revenue Service and is admin-
istered at the state level by the
Massachusetts Historical Com-
mission. For more information
concerning the program, please
contact MHC’s Technical Ser-
vices Division staff. ‰

AfterBefore

AfterBefore

Useful websites
www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/tax

www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/tax/rhb

www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc
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Dendrochronologist Dan Miles extracts a
core (Photo courtesy of SPNEA).

Tree-Ring Dating
(Continued from page 1)

Boston Mill Pond Site Wharf Timber

The cross matching of tree-ring patterns of living trees, standing buildings, and
archaeological timber fragments has allowed the development of a tree-ring master
chronology for dating structural oak timbers in eastern Massachusetts (Illustration
courtesy Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory).

ally attributed dates. Recent successful re-
search efforts to establish dendrochronology
as a scientific means to date buildings in New
England will soon change all this.

Dendrochronology, or tree-ring dating, is a
well-established method of determining the
age of both living and felled timber and by
extension a means of precisely identifying
the construction dates of buildings and
other timber structures. The method de-
pends on an analysis of the patterns of an-
nual growth rings in trees, patterns that are
largely reflective of climate variations from
year to year. Wider or narrower annual
rings reflect favorable or unfavorable grow-
ing conditions, and over the years, trees of
a given species in a given region will de-
velop signature patterns of ring develop-
ment that reflect shared variations in their
annual growth. Comparing, or cross-
matching, the patterns of rings in living
trees with those of older timbers in build-

ings or archaeological artifacts allows the
development of an overlapping, composite,
“master chronology” of tree-ring patterns
for a region that can extend back over sev-
eral centuries or even millennia. Once a
master chronology has been established, it
can be used to date timbers of a particular
species within a region by comparing their
ring patterns with that of the master chro-
nology with the aid of computer-based sta-
tistical analysis.

While extensive work has been underway to
use dendrochronology to date early build-
ings in Europe, Britain, and even the
Chesapeake region of the U.S. over the past
two decades, New England has lagged be-
hind. Efforts to tree-ring date 17th-century
New England buildings were initiated by
Abbott Lowell Cummings of the Society
for the Preservation of New England An-
tiquities (SPNEA) from 1968 to 1975, but
many of the samples taken at that time had
too few rings, and current computer-based
analysis techniques had not yet become

available. The potential for a breakthrough
occurred in 1997 with the discovery of a
stand of old-growth Northern Red Oak on
the slope of Mt. Wachusett in Princeton,
Massachusetts. Tree species vary in the de-
gree to which they display annual growth,
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Three sample cores removed from architectural oak timbers. Note the patterns of
variation in annual growth rings. Statistical analysis of precisely measured ring
widths allows the matching of the samples to a master chronology to establish a
felling date for each timber (Photo courtesy of SPNEA).

Continued on page 10

but oak in particular is characterized by
very distinctive and definable annual
growth rings that make it an excellent spe-
cies for dendrochronological dating. Most
importantly, oak was also widely used in
the construction of early buildings in this
region. Cores taken from the Mt. Wachu-
sett trees produced a 325-year master chro-
nology that extended back to 1672 and set
the stage for an effort to link this living tree
chronology to the virtual forest of historic
oak architectural timber in the early build-
ings of eastern Massachusetts.

The first effort to take advantage of this liv-
ing tree chronology was undertaken at the
National Park Service’s Saugus Iron Works
site in 1999. Samples taken at the First Pe-
riod Iron Works House and of various ar-
chaeological timbers at the site were
successfully cross-dated against core
samples that had been taken from five other
17th-century buildings in the 1970s, but
there was insufficient overlap of the
samples to link this six-building composite
chronology to the Wachusett tree-ring data.

Cross-dating with the historically dated
1683 Parson Capen House in Topsfield
did, however, provide a provisional 1690
date for the Iron Works House at Saugus.

The next research effort was initiated by
SPNEA architectural historian Anne
Grady, with funding from a Massachusetts
Historical Commission Survey and Plan-
ning Grant to the SPNEA. Dendrochro-
nologists Paul Krusic and Ed Cook
undertook a systematic effort to establish a
link between the Mt. Wachusett data and
historic architectural timbers in the winter
of 2000–2001. The project involved taking
core samples from six study buildings in
eastern Massachusetts with well established
construction dates spaced 20 to 30 years
apart in the 17th and 18th centuries. The
target properties were: Old Ship Meeting-
house, Hingham (1681, with 1729, 1755
and 1793 additions); Rumney Marsh Meet-
inghouse (now Revere Community Coun-
seling Center), Revere (1710); United
Church of Christ Congregational,
Burlington (1732); Old South United Pres-
byterian Church, Newburyport (1756);
Harvard Hall – Harvard University, Cam-
bridge (1764); and Rocky Hill Meeting-

house, Amesbury (1785). The buildings in-
cluded many of the region’s earliest meet-
inghouses—relatively large buildings with
surviving heavy-timbered, oak roof framing
that would provide good sample cores with
long ring series. The staggered dates pro-
vided a series of overlapping chronologies
that would hopefully link to the living tree
data. In fact, of the 65 samples taken for
the project, 44 linked to the Mt. Wachusett
chronology, increasing the sample depth of
the earliest part of that chronology and ex-
tending it back to 1513. The result of the
project was the establishment of a standard
tree-ring master chronology for oak in east-
ern Massachusetts that immediately al-
lowed the assigning of a precise 1689 date
to the Saugus Iron Works House and a
confirmation of the 1683 date of the Par-
son Capen House, where timbers were
identified to have had 1681 and 1682 fell-
ing dates.

With the successful completion of this
work based on large buildings with well-es-
tablished construction dates, the stage has
been set to begin to examine early domestic
buildings where extracting sufficient
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Technical Assistance Tips:
Cyclical Maintenance
Ann Lattinville and Carol DiNinno

• Masonry Restoration: Repointing deteriorated masonry joints
helps to prevent water infiltration, which ultimately causes
structural damage through freeze-thaw cycling. Inspecting the
condition of the masonry yearly and making repairs as needed
prevents large-scale masonry failures from developing.

• Window Repair: Windows (especially the sills and bottom
rails) are much more vulnerable to weathering than roof and
wall systems. Regularly repainting, reputtying, and caulking a
window will prevent both air and water infiltration while pro-
tecting the wood from decay and then rot to the point where
replacement is necessary.

In the long run, preventative, cyclical maintenance—in essence a
building “tune-up”—will significantly lower overall repair costs
and preserve your historic building for years to come. ‰

While most of our automobiles come with an instruction
manual that directs us to carry out specific maintenance at

various intervals, our historic buildings unfortunately do not come
with similar instructions. As automobile owners, we understand that
replacing the timing belt at roughly 60,000 miles prevents serious
engine damage and significant repair expenses that could run as
much as four times the cost of replacing the belt in a timely fashion.
Like our cars, buildings need periodic monitoring and maintenance
to prevent catastrophic failures as the building ages.

Making inspections and basic preventative repairs regularly and in-
crementally helps a building owner keep control of the deteriora-
tion and halt the progression of serious problems—before they
become a daunting financial burden. Home repair costs rise expo-
nentially when maintenance is deferred. Budgeting for basic build-
ing inspection and repairs as part of an overall maintenance plan
will ensure that problems are discovered as they arise.

Also like cars, buildings function as “systems.” Distress in one part
of the system often leads to a problem in another part. Looking at
all systems—including the building envelope, structural elements,
interior, and site—and how they’re related will help to better diag-
nose the problems. Looks, however, can be deceiving. For example,
significant peeling and bubbling paint can often be a sign that part
of the roof system (gutters, flashing, etc.) has failed and led to wa-
ter infiltration and saturation of the wall rather than improper
wood siding preparation and painting.

In addition to a thorough annual building inspection, be sure to
attend to and budget for the following basic maintenance work:

• Gutter/Downspout Maintenance: Cleaning out gutters in the
fall and spring will help to ensure proper drainage of water
away from the building. Keeping gutters free of debris and in
good repair will prevent water damage to adjacent painted and
masonry surfaces. An ice-filled gutter, for example, can rip
away from the building and cause immediate physical damage,
as well as gradual damage through water infiltration.

• Painting: Proper exterior repainting every 8 years or so will
prevent deterioration of wood siding and significant architec-
tural elements.

• Roof Repair: Monitoring and repairing roof deficiencies helps
to prevent serious interior damage, which could result in insur-
mountable costs to repair significant finishes or important pos-
sessions. Roofs and associated flashing should be checked every
year for deterioration and damage from ice, wind, and rain.

A graphic example of building deterioration caused by
deferred roof, flashing, and gutter maintenance.
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Teaching with Historic Places
Betsy Friedberg

The National Register of Historic Places
is our nation’s official list of signifi-

cant cultural and historic resources. Listed
on the Register are a wide variety of build-
ings, landscapes, archaeological sites,
monuments, and objects that are significant
elements of our history. Because each
nomination must meet specific standards of
evaluation and documentation, each Na-
tional Register nomination includes a
wealth of information on local, state, or na-
tional history that can be of great use to
classroom teachers and educators.

The National Park Service, which adminis-
ters the National Register program, has cre-
ated an exciting series of lesson plans that
take advantage of this unique collection of
historical data. The “Teaching with Historic
Places” program offers more than 50 lesson
plans based on buildings, districts, sites, and
structures listed in the National Register of
Historic Places. Over the past decade, most
of the lesson plans have been placed online
and are available on the National Park
Service’s website, www.cr.nps.gov/nr/twhp;

you can also contact the National Register
directly at 202-343-9536. Five Massachu-
setts sites are included in the lesson plans,
with two more to be added later this year.

Each lesson focuses on a place listed in the
National Register. Using both primary and
secondary sources, the lessons are intended
to teach about topics already part of most
history and social studies curricula. Lessons
use photos, maps, diaries, newspaper ar-
ticles, ledger excerpts, and other source ma-
terials to present lively stories on a wide
range of topics. Targeted at middle school
audiences, the lesson plans are easily
adapted to either older or younger students.
The lessons are designed to be relevant
both to students who can visit the site and
students unable to make the trip in person.
As Massachusetts teachers gear lessons in-
creasingly to the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Education’s Curriculum
Frameworks and the MCAS tests, the les-
son plans can help bring history to life in a
readily accessible and adaptable format. ‰

• The Battle of Bunker Hill: Now We Are at War (Lesson Plan #42)

• Birthplace of John F. Kennedy: Home of the Boy Who Would Be
President (Lesson Plan #33)

• Boston’s Arnold Arboretum: A Place for Study and Recreation
(Lesson Plan #56)

• Building America’s Industrial Revolution: The Boott Cotton Mills of
Lowell, MA (Lesson Plan #32)

• Saugus Iron Works: Life and Work at an Early American Industrial Site
(Lesson Plan #30)

• The Emerald Necklace: Boston’s Green Connection (Coming soon!)

• Mechanics Hall: Symbol of Pride and Industry (Coming soon!) Mechanics Hall, Worcester, Massachusetts
(Photo courtesy of Preservation Worcester).

More Ways to Teach
with Historic Places
Your local preservation partners may
offer exciting programs for your stu-
dents. Preservation Worcester, for ex-
ample, offers a walking tour for
students that studies classical features
in architecture. Preservation Worcester
also offers The 3Rs: Reclamation, Reno-
vation and Reuse, an innovative inter-
disciplinary program that uses historic
preservation to teach math skills in-
cluding linear and 3D measurement,
scale, rounding numbers, and applying
ratios. For more information on these
programs contact Preservation
Worcester’s Education Director at
508-754-8760.

Call your local museums, historical
societies, and preservation groups, and
see what they have to offer!

Massachusetts Lesson Plans in the Teaching
with Historic Places Program
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Tree-Ring Dating
(Continued from page 7)

samples may be more challenging and
where precise construction dates have not
been established. A second MHC Survey
and Planning Grant to SPNEA is currently
helping to support work by British dendro-
chronologists Dan Miles and Michael
Worthington of the Oxford Dendrochro-
nology Laboratory to undertake this work.
MHC has also provided support to His-

toric Deerfield, Inc., to initiate develop-
ment of a tree-ring chronology for pitch
pine in western Massachusetts, where this
species was a more common building mate-
rial than oak.

Work on dendrochronology clearly has the
potential to both support and challenge
many of our present interpretations of early
architecture, and will undoubtedly revise
many currently held notions both of build-
ing histories of particular properties and of

the more general patterns of regional archi-
tectural development. What is certain is
that tree-ring dating will soon be estab-
lished among the research methods used in
approaching building research in Massa-
chusetts. ‰

Further reading: M.G.L Baillie, Tree-Ring
Dating and Archaeology, Chicago: Univer-
sity of Chicago Press, 1990.

New Haven to Boston:
Amtrak’s High Speed
Rail Program History and
Historic Resources.

Prepared by PAL, Inc. in 2001
as part of the mitigation for the
Northeast Corridor Improve-
ment Project, which includes
the new Acela trains, this book-
let recounts the history of the
Northeast Corridor and illus-
trates many of the important
railroad-related cultural re-

sources along the line including stations, bridges, switches, and
signals. While supplies last, free copies of the booklet are avail-
able for the public at the MHC. To receive a copy, please send
the MHC a large, self-addressed, stamped envelope with your
request. The envelope must be at least 9x6 inches and requires
$1.50 in first class postage.

Further Suggestions

Partners in Preservation:
Institutions of Higher Education

Leslie Durgin, 2001, National Trust for Historic Preservation,
available from www.preservationbooks.org

The Works: The Industrial
Architecture of the United States

Betsy Hunter Bradley, 1998, Oxford University Press,
ISBN 019509000

The Fireproof Building: Technology & Public
Safety in the 19th Century American City

Sara E. Wermiel, 2000, Johns Hopkins University Press,
ISBN 0801863112

A Building History of Northern New England

James L. Garvin, 2001, University Press of New England,
ISBN 1584650958

The Patina of Place: The Cultural Weathering
of a New England Landscape

Kingston Heath, 2002, University of Tennessee Press,
ISBN 1572331380

Public Benefits of Archaeology

Barbara J. Little, editor, 2002, University Press of Florida,
ISBN 0813024552

Sense of History: The Place
of the Past in American Life

David Glassberg, 2001, University of Massachusetts Press,
ISBN 155849281X

Great Tours!: Thematic Tours
and Guide Training for Historic Sites

Barbara Levy, 2002, Altamira Press, ISBN 0759100993

Recommended Preservation Reading
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free upon request by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, 220 Morrissey Bou-
levard, Boston, MA, 02125. If receiving
more than one Preservation Advocate,
please contact MHC. Tel: 617-727-8470; Fax:
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nanced in part with Federal funds from
the National Park Service, U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior. The contents and
opinions do not necessarily reflect the
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Interior. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimina-
tion Act of 1975, the U.S. Department of
the Interior prohibits discrimination on
the basis of race, color, national origin,
handicap or age in its Federally assisted
programs. If you believe you have been
discriminated against in any program, ac-
tivity, or facility as described above, or if
you desire further information, please
write to: Director, Equal Opportunity Pro-
gram, U.S. Department of the Interior, Na-
tional Park Service, P.O. Box 37127,
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127.
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The Massachusetts Historical Commission
(MHC), the State Historic Preservation Of-
fice, was established by the legislature in
1963 to identify, evaluate and protect the
important historical and archaeological as-
sets of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts. Program areas include Preservation
Planning, Grants, Public Information, and
Technical Services. The MHC is a division
of the Office of the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth, William Francis Galvin.

Did You Know:
MHC Training Goes On the Road

The MHC’s “On the Road” program
provides on-site training to Histori-

cal Commissions and Historic District
Commissions throughout Massachusetts.
Over 25 cities and towns benefited from
this program last year. Here’s a few ex-
amples of how MHC’s training programs
can help you.

• New historical commissions may be
interested in taking advantage of a
basic historic preservation workshop
that covers topics such as the role of
a local historical commission, survey,
national register districts, local his-
toric districts, state and federal regu-
lations, and public education.

• Established local historical commis-
sions may be interested in a workshop
on the many types of historic preser-
vation bylaws found throughout Mas-
sachusetts. This workshop covers

zoning, demolition delay bylaws, local
historic districts, village center zoning,
overlay zones, and scenic roads as well
as other local regulations.

• Local Historic District Study Com-
mittees ready to begin the process of
establishing a local historic district can
have MHC visit their community to
go over, in detail, all the steps in estab-
lishing a local historic district.

All of these workshops are informal with
much of the time devoted to answering
questions from the audience. In most cases,
communities that are interested in hosting
an “On the Road” meeting are asked to in-
vite neighboring towns to the same meet-
ing. With this regional approach,
participants can learn from neighboring
communities as well. If you are interested
in having MHC visit your area, call Chris-
topher Skelly at the MHC. ‰

New E-mail List for Preservationists
To join the list send an e-mail message to
masshistpres-request@cs.umb.edu. In the
body of the e-mail type the word “sub-
scribe” only. Please do not put any words
in the subject line. When you subscribe,
you should get an acknowledgment and
instructions for posting messages.

If you have any questions, please contact
Christopher Skelly at 617-727-8470 or
Christopher.Skelly@sec.state.ma.us. ‰

The Massachusetts Historical Com-
mission, with the help of UMass

Boston, has developed an e-mail list for
historic preservation in Massachusetts.

This e-mail list operates as a listserv, in
which subscribers post messages that are
then sent to all the subscribers on the list.
It is a useful resource for sharing infor-
mation, ideas, questions, and experiences
related to historic preservation in Massa-
chusetts.
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What is it?
This issue’s “What Is It?” is an artifact discovered in a 17th-century

privy in downtown Boston (clues: it’s wood, about 53/4 inches in
diameter, and the ocean is close to the site). To find out what MHC
archaeologists think it is and for a description of the site where it was
discovered, visit the MHC’s website at www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc. If you
don’t have access to the internet, call the Archaeology Lab at the MHC,
and we will send you a the answer by mail. ‰

Historic Places
for Historic Parties

The Massachusetts Historical Commission is pleased to present the 7th edition of
Historic Places for Historic Parties. Rental use of these historic properties for wedding

receptions, meetings, and parties helps keep our state’s heritage flourishing while providing
interesting alternatives for function space. The MHC has been overwhelmed by the popu-
larity of this publication. Historic Places for Historic Properties is published as a public service,
no establishment paid a fee to have its property included. The MHC recognizes the impor-
tance of accuracy and strives to keep all information current. If you recognize information as
inaccurate or outdated, please notify us. In addition, if you know of an historic property
that rents function space, please contact the MHC with the information, and it will be ex-
plored for the next edition of Historic Places for Historic Parties.

Historic Places for Historic Parties is available at the State Bookstore for $1.75.
To obtain a copy, please contact The State House Bookstore at 617-727-2834. ‰


