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By Mr. Wetmore, petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 271)
of David D. Delanski, Donald G. Nickerson, Brian G. Baldwin and
Robert D. Wetmore for legislation relative to the appropriation of
funds for schools by cities and towns. Education, Arts and
Humanities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Two.

An Act relative to school appropriations.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 Section 34 and inserting in place thereof the following section:
3 Section 34. (a) Every city and town shall annually provide an
4 amount of money sufficient for the support of the public schools
5 as required by this chapter, provided however, thatno city or town
6 shall be required to provide more money for the support of the
7 public schools than is appropriated by vote of the legislative body
8 of the city or town. In acting on appropriations for educational
9 costs, the city or town appropriating body shall vote on the totai

10 amount of the appropriations requested and shall not allocate
11 appropriations requested and shall not allocate appropriations
12 among accounts or place any restriction on such appropriations.
13 The city or town appropriating body may make nonbinding
14 monetary recommendations to increase or decrease certain items
15 allocating such appropriations.
16 The vote of legislative body of a city or town shall establish
17 the total appropriation for the support of the public schools, but
18 may not limit the authority of the school committee to determine
19 expenditures within the total appropriation.
20 This subsection shall not apply in any city or town which accepts
21 the provisions of subsection (b).
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22 (b) Every city and town shall annually provide an amount of
23 money sufficient for the support of the public schools asrequired
24 by this chapter, provided however, that no city or town shall be
25 required to provide more money for the support of the public
26 schools than is appropriated by vote of the legislative body of the
27 city or town. In acting on appropriations for educational costs,
28 the city or town appropriating body may vote on the total amount
29 of appropriations requested or may vote on individual line items.
30 The subsection shall apply in any city or town which accepts
31 the provisions of this subsection in accordance with the provisions
32 of section four of Chapter four.
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