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By Mrs. Hicks, petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 306) of

Lucile P. Hicks for legislation to make wine coolers subject to the
provisions of the bottle bill law. Energy.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Two

An Act to further define returnable beverage containers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 94, Section 321 of the M.G.L. is hereby
2 amended by striking the paragraph beginning with “Beverage”
3 and inserting in place thereof the following new paragraph;
4 “Beverage”, soda water or similar carbonated soft drinks,
5 mineral water, and beer and other malt beverages, and wine
6 coolers, but shall not include alcoholic beverages other than beer
7 and malt beverages as defined in chapter one hundred and thirty-
-8 eight, and wine coolers as defined in chapter ninety-four sec-
-9 tion 321, dairy products, natural fruit juices or wine.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 94, Section 321 of the M.G.L. is hereby
2 amended by striking the paragraph beginning with “Beverage
3 Container” and inserting in place thereof the following new
4 paragraph:
5 “Beverage Container”, any sealable bottle, can, jar, or carton
6 which is primarily composed of glass, metal, plastic or any com-
-7 bination of those materials for the purpose of containing a
8 beverage in quantities of one gallon or less. This definition shall
9 also include containers of size between 10 ounces and 16 ounces

10 (295ml - 472m1) containing noncarbonated water and non
11 carbonated drinks in liquid form and intended for internal human
12 consumption, except for milk and dairy-derived products. This
13 definition shall not include containers made of biodegradable
14 material.
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1 SECTION 3. Chapter 94, Section 321 of the M.G.L. is hereby
2 amended by adding the following paragraph at the end:
3 “Wine Cooler”, means a beverage of less than 8% alcohol
4 content by volume consisting of wine and:
5 a) Plain, sparkling or carbonated water; and
6 b) Any one or more of the following:
7 1) Fruit juices;
8 2) Fruit adjuncts;
9 3) Artificial or natural flavors or flavorings;

10 4) Preservatives;
11 5) Coloring; or
12 6) Any other natural or artificial blending material
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