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By Mr. Duffin of Lenox, petition of Dennis J. Duffin relative to

authorizing the leasing of certain land at the Otis Reservoir in the
towns of Otis, Tolland and Blandford. Natural Resources and Agricul-
ture.

tCfjc Commontoealtf) of iHa*£aci)U£ett*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two.

An Act authorizing the leasing of certain land at the otis

RESERVOIR IN THE TOWNS OF OTIS, TOLLAND AND BLANDFORD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The commissioner of environmental management in furtherance
2 of his duties to protect conservation land and water supply is
3 hereby authorized and directed to lease, on a form approved by the
4 attorney general, for a period of not less than twenty-five years
5 with a provision for renewal or to give lessor possessory interest in
6 certain parcels of land in the towns of Otis, Tolland, and Bland-
-7 ford, said parcels composing a portion of the land situated on the
8 immediate shoreline of Otis Reservoir acquired for water protec-
-9 tion, conservation and recreation purposes to chapter four
10 hundred and fifty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-
-11 six.
12 Renewal of such lease shall be at the option of the lease except
13 when the commissioner determines that such renewal is inconsis-
-14 tent with his duties to protect said conservation land and water
15 supply. In such instance the decision of the commissioner shall be
16 final.
17 The authority to grant such leases or lesser interests shall be
18 limited to those persons who; either themselves, or through
19 immediate predecessor in interest, did prior to nineteen hundred
20 and sixty-six, occupy a residential or commercial structure totally
21 or in part situated on land acquired by the department subject to
22 said chanter four hundred and fifty-seven of the acts of nineteen
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23 hundred and sixty-six or do now occupy or hold title or lesser legal
24 interest in a residential or commercial structure on land abutting
25 said land of the commonwealth.
26 Said parcels are more fully described in a plan on file with the
27 commissioner, entitled “Resurvey of a portion of land at Otis
28 Reservoir”, by Robert G. Brown & Associates, Inc., dated April
29 21, 1972 consisting of 10 sheets.
30 The commissioner in granting said interest shall limit, in the
31 interest of water protection, conservation and recreation, such
32 acts, including, but not limited to, the filing, excavation or altering
33 of the shoreline, the expansion or new construction of buildings,
34 except those damaged or destroyed by acts beyond the control of
35 the occupant, and the installation, expansion, or alteration of
36 septic systems or storage tanks. Buildings shall in this instance
37 include docks, piers, floats, boathouses and outbuildings. The
38 docking, mooring and operation of boats and other watercraft on
39 the reservoir shall be controlled by the department and the terms
40 thereof shall be incorporated by reference into any lease or permit
41 granted. The commissioner shall be expressly empowered to evict
42 the occupant of any such land for wilful violation of the terms and
43 conditions set forth and shall enter such land for the furtherance of
44 the public purposes aforelisted.
45 The commissioner shall set a lease, rental or permit fee, subject
46 to review and revision by the secretary of administration and
47 finance, which fee shall reflect administration costs and compara-
-48 live property values. Any such lease or lesser interest so granted
49 shall be transferable only upon written consent received in advance
50 from the commissioner of environmental management. Such ap-
-51 proval shall not be unreasonably withheld.
52 The commissioner shall, as a condition of granting such a lease
53 or lesser interest, provide that the leasee shall in lieu of real estate
54 tax on such property pay to the town where such property is
55 located an amount equal to the amount such town would rceive if
56 such property and land was assessed and taxed under the provi-
-57 sions of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws.
58 Nothing in this act shall be deemed to increase or decrease any
59 rights held in such land by the commonwealth or any person.


