
HOUSE 5563
By Mr. Marotta of Medford, petition of Paul J. Cavanaugh relative

to plea bargain agreements in criminal trials. Criminal Justice.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two.

An Act relative to plea bargain agreements in criminal trials.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 279 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 3A the following section:
3 Section 38. For the purposes of this section, a plea bargain
4 agreement shall mean an agreement between the prosecuting offic-
-5 er in a pending criminal matter and the defendant in said criminal
6 matter relative to the term of sentences to be recommended by the
7 prosecutor which agreement is to be presented to the trial justice
8 for his approval. In determining the sentence which he will recom-
-9 mend, the prosecuting officer shall take into consideration the
10 seriousness of the crime and all aggravating and mitigating circum-
| | stances.
12 No plea bargain agreement shallbe considered by the trial justice
13 unless he has received from the prosecuting officer a signed state-
-14 ment (1) that the terms of the plea bargain agreement have been
15 fully explained to the victim of the alleged crime, or (2) that the
16 victim is apparently unable to comprehend the terms of the plea
17 bargain agreement but that the terms have been explained to the
18 nearest available relative to the victim.
19 No plea bargain agreement shall be considered by the trial justice

20 unless he is satisfied that the victim of the alleged crime has been
21 notified, by the prosecuting officer, in advance, of the date when
22 said plea bargain agreement is to be presented to the court.
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