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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, April 15, 1982

The committee on Commerce and Labor, to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2752) of the Massachusetts
AFL-CIO and Timothy A. Bassett for legislation to establish the office
of secretary of labor, reports recommending that the accompanying
bill (House, No. 6040) ought to pass.

For the committee,

TIMOTHY A. BASSETT.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two.

An Act establishing the office of secretary of labor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 6 of the General laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 17A, as most recently amended by section
3 104 of Chapter 329 of the Acts of 1980, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 17A. There is hereby established a cabinet, which shall
6 serve directly under the Governor. The cabinet shall consist of the
7 Secretary of Administration, the Secretary of Communities and
8 Development, the Secretary of Consumer Affairs, the Secretary of
9 Environmental Affairs, the Secretary of Human Services, the Sec-

-10 retary of Elder Affairs, the Secretary of Manpower Affairs, the
11 Secretary of Labor, the Secretary of Public Safety, the Secretary of
12 Transportation and Construction and such other officers of the
13 Executive Department as the Governor may from time to time
14 designate.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter6A ofthe General Laws is hereby amend-
-2 ed by striking out section 2, as most recently amended by section
3 106 of Chapter 329 of the acts of 1980, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:— Section 2. There are hereby es-
-5 tablished the following executive officers, each of which shall serve
6 directly under the Governor: communities and development,
7 consumer affairs, energy resources, environmental affairs, human
8 services, elder affairs, manpower affairs, labor, public safety and
9 transportation and construction.

1 SECTION 3. Said Chapter 6A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 17A the following three sec-
-3 tions:
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4 Section 178. The department of laborand industries, insofar as
5 it includes divisions, boards, commissions, committees and sec-
-6 tions subject to its directionand jurisdiction, is hereby declared to
7 be within the executive office of labor. Nothing in this section shall
8 be construed as conferring any powers or imposing any duties
9 upon the secretary of labor with respect to the foregoing agencies

10 except as expressly provided by law.
11 Section I7C. The division of industrial accidents, insofar as it
12 includes divisions, boards, commissions, committees, and sections
13 subject to its direction and jurisdiction, is hereby declared to be
14 within the executive office of labor. Nothing in this section shall be
15 construed as conferring any powers or imposing any duties upon
16 the secretary of labor with respect to the foregoing agencies except
17 as expressly provided by law.
18 Section 17D. The labor relations commission, insofar as it in-
-19 eludes divisions, boards, commissions, committees, and sections
20 subject to its direction and jurisdiction, is hereby declared to be
21 within the executive office of labor, but in no respect subject to the
22 jurisdiction thereof.
23 Nothing in this section shall be construed as conferring any
24 powers or imposing any duties upon the secretary of labor with
25 respect to the foregoing agencies except as expressly provided by
26 law.
27 Section I7E. The department of the Board of Conciliation and
28 Arbitration, insofar as it includes divisions, boards, commissions,
29 committees, and sections subject to its directionand jurisdiction, is
30 hereby declared to be within the executive office of labor, but in no
31 respect subject to the jurisdiction thereof.
32 Nothing in this section shall be construed as conferring any
33 powers or duties upon the secretary of labor with respect to the
34 foregoing agencies except as expressly provided by law.

1 SECTION 4. Chapter 6A of the General Laws is hereby amend-
-2 ed by striking out in section 17 and inserting in place there of the
3 following section:
4 Section 17. The following state agencies are hereby declared to
5 be within the executive office of manpower affairs: the division
6 of employment security, the state advisory council and board of
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7 review, but excluding the division of standards and the health,
8 welfare and retirement trust funds board; the investment board
9 established by section fifty-seven of chapter one hundred and

10 fifty-one A; and the Commission on employment of the handi-
-11 capped.
12 Nothing in this section shall be construed as conferring any
13 powers or imposing any duties upon the secretary with respect to
14 the foregoing agencies except as expressly provided by law.

1 SECTIONS. Chapter 23 of the General Laws, as most recently
2 amended by section 230 to 233 inclusive, of Chapter 351 of the Acts
3 of 1981, is hereby further amended by striking out sections Ito 6
4 inclusive, and inserting in place thereof the following sections:
5 Section 1. There shall be a department of labor and industries,
6 under the supervision and control of the secretary of labor, in this
7 chapter called the secretary. There shall also be a position of
8 assistant secretary.
9 Section 2. Upon the expiration of the term of office of the

10 secretary, or assistant secretary, his successor shall be appointed by
1 i the Governor for a term coterminous with that of the Governor.
12 The assistant secretary shall receive a salary of 23,921.00, and shall
13 devote his full time during business hours to the duties of his office
14 and shall not engage in other employment or business activities
15 during said hours.
16 Sections. The secretary shall be the executive and administra-
-17 tive head of the department. Except as otherwise provided, he shall
18 have charge of the administration and enforcement of all laws,
19 rules and regulations which it is the duty of the department to

20 administer and enforce, shall direct all inspections and investiga-
-21 tions, and may assign the officers and employees of the department
22 a division of occupational hygiene and such other divisions as he
23 may from time to time determine. This section shall not authorize
24 any action affecting the division of employment security, provided
25 for in section nine-1. The secretary shall adopt rules and regula-
-26 tions for the conduct of the department and all other rules and
27 regulations which the department is authorized by law to make.
28 The secretary may designate theassistant secretary to discharge the
29 duties of the secretary during his absence or disability.
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30 Section 4. The secretary and assistant secretary may, with the
31 approval of the Governor, appoint not more thanfive directors for
32 the department of laborand industries and may, with like approv-
-33 al, remove them. Each director shallbe assigned to take charge of a
34 division, in the department of labor and industries, other than the
35 division of unemployment compensation or its successor. The
36 secretary may employ, for periods not exceeding ninety days, such
37 experts as may be necessary to assist the department in the perfor-
-38 mance of any duty imposed upon it by law, and such employment
39 shall be exempt from chapter thirty-one. Except as otherwise
40 provided, the secretary may employ and remove such inspectors,
41 investigators, clerks and other assistants as the work of the depart-
-42 ment may require. Such number of inspectors as the secretary may
43 deem necessary shall be persons who, before their employment as
44 such, have had at least three years’experience as building construc-
-45 tion workmen. The secretary may require thatcertain inspectors in
46 the department, not more than seven in number, shall be persons
47 qualified by training and experience in matters relating to health
48 and sanitation.
49 Section 5. All directors, inspectors and other permanent em-
-50 ployees of the department shall devote their whole time to the
51 affairs of the department, and all directors and inspectors and
52 such other employees as may be designated by the secretary shall,
53 before entering upon their duties, be sworn to the faithful perfor-
-54 mance thereof. The number of inspectors heretofore authorized by
55 law may be increased only with the approval of the Governor and
56 Council.
57 Section 6. In all matters relating specifically to women and
58 minors the assistant secretary shall have and exercise such duties
59 and authority as may be prescribed by the secretary.

1 SECTION 6. Section 9H of said Chapter 23 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the
3 following sentence: Whenever the Governor shall determine
4 that an emergency exists in respect to food, or fuel, or any other
5 common necessity of life, including the providing of shelter, or any
6 two or more of such necessaries of life, he may, by writing signed by
7 him, designate the adjutant general, the director of civil defense,
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8 the secretary of labor and the commissioner of public safety to act
9 as an emergency commission, and thereupon the Commission shall

10 have, with respect to the necessary or necessaries of life as to which
1 1 the emergency exists, all powers and authority granted by the
12 Commonwealth Defense Act of nineteen hundred and seventeen,
13 being chapter three hundred and forty-two of the General Acts of
14 nineteen hundred and seventeen, to persons designated orappoint-
-15 ed by the Governor under section twelve of said chapter three
16 hundred and forty-two; and the Governormay revoke such written
17 authority at any time.

1 SECTION 7. Section 2 of Chapter 23C of the General Laws, is
2 hereby amended by striking in the first sentence, after the word
3 “labor”, and before the word “but” the following words: and
4 consumer affairs.

1 SECTION 8. Subsection (a) of Section 9-0 of Chapter 23 is
2 hereby amended by striking the first sentence and substituting in
3 place thereof the following sentence: (a) There shall be in the
4 Executive Office of Manpower Affairs a Division of Employment
5 Security, in this and in sections 9-J to 9-N, inclusive, called the
6 division, which shall be under the supervision and control of a
7 director, in said sections called the director, who shall be appointed
8 by the governor for a term coterminous with that of the Governor.

1 SECTION 9. Subsection (a) of Section 9-0 of Chapter 23 is
2 hereby amended by striking in the first sentence the word “depart-

-3 ment”, and inserting in place thereof the following words: the
4 executive office of labor.
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