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NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE 
 
The start of another calendar year presents an opportunity for us to reflect on the last twelve months 
and to gear up for the work that is to come in 2016.  
 
Some Public Education/Charter School highlights from 2015: 

• President Obama signed the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) December 10, 2015. The act is a 
reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and replaces the No 
Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). The White House and the U.S. Department of Education have 
released a number of materials to help educate the public about the ESSA on USED's ESEA web 
page, including a side-by-side comparison of NCLB, ESEA flexibility, and ESSA.  
 

• As part of ESSA, under Title IV, Part C, the Federal Charter School Program (CSP), will provide 
funding to State Education Agencies, Governor’s Offices or charter support organizations to 
support new charter school models as well as the replication and expansion of high-performing 
charter schools. The revised CSP now includes dedicated funding for the replication and 
expansion of high-performing charter schools. We will work collaboratively in Massachusetts to 
apply for CSP funds as soon as the next opportunity is available and will keep the field posted.  
 

• Massachusetts earned a B plus, finishing first among the 50 states and the District of Columbia, 
on Education Week’s state report card.1  
 

• Alabama has enacted a public charter school law, becoming the 43rd state in the nation2.  
The National Alliance for Public Charter Schools published its 2015 State Legislative Session 
Highlights for Public Charter Schools. If you are a charter school state policy geek, this document 
is filled with interesting facts and tidbits.  

 
We also want to take this opportunity to wish you and yours a very happy and healthy New Year! As 
always, we would like to extend our thanks to all of you for the work you do each day to provide 
students in Massachusetts with high quality educational options.  
 
This newsletter contains a number of important items with multiple links to new or updated 
information, and though lengthy, we suggest you review it carefully, pass on the information to others 
as appropriate, and act where requested.   
 
In addition, we encourage you to keep abreast of key updates from the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (Department) by reading the Commissioner’s Weekly Message each Friday. We will 
                                                 
1 Education Week Research Center, Called to Account New Directions in School Accountability. 
http://www.edweek.org/media/ew/qc/2016/shr/16shr.ma.h35.pdf. 
 

2The National Alliance for Public Charter Schools published its 2015 State Legislative Session Highlights for Public Charter 
Schools.  http://www.publiccharters.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/state_legislative_highlights_v4-2.pdf. 

http://www.ed.gov/ESEA
http://www.ed.gov/ESEA
http://www.publiccharters.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/state_legislative_highlights_v4-2.pdf
http://www.publiccharters.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/state_legislative_highlights_v4-2.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/updates.html
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also continue to send out periodic email messages that require timely notice/action for charter schools 
to our various listservs (leaders, business managers, special education directors, and board chairs; be 
sure to update Directory Administration), as needed.  See page 6 for additional information. 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 
 

DATE ITEM 
February 4, 2016 Breakfast in the Classroom – Intent to Apply  

March 1, 2016 Submit Charter School Claim From to School Finance Office 
March 15, 2016 The FY17 Charter School Pre-enrollment report is due to the Department 
March 25, 2016 The FY17 waitlist is due to the Department 

 
 
PENDING AUTHORIZING DECISIONS 
 
As you know, the Commissioner and Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (Board) act on a 
large number of critical charter authorizing items at the January and February Board meetings, 
including, charter renewals, amendments to charters including, but not limited to, changes in the 
districts specified in a school’s charter, maximum student enrollment, and grade span, and the granting 
of new charters. Please see our website at:  http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/docs/ for the latest Board 
meeting materials.   
 
Renewal 2016 
This year, 14 charter schools have applied for renewal of their public school charters. 
Information regarding renewal, including a memo explaining the Department’s approach to the renewal 
process can be found here: http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=renew.  Renewal 
decisions are typically publicized during the January and February Board meetings.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  and OPPORTUNITIES  
 
Breakfast in the Classroom 
Many of you already participate in Breakfast in the Classroom, part of the Nourishing Kids Initiative 
(NKI). For those of you who have not yet, but are interested in participating in Breakfast in the 
Classroom, a start-up grant opportunity for implementation during the 2016-2017 school year has been 
posted by the Eos Foundation, a private philanthropic foundation committed to breaking the cycle of 
poverty by investing in children’s futures. The grant purpose is stated as follows: 
 

To provide start-up grant funds to individual schools and districts, traditional public and charter, 
that seek to increase school breakfast participation to 80% or more via a universal free school 
breakfast delivered after the bell and in the classroom for low-income children in grades PreK-12 
in Massachusetts. This grant is for one year with the expectation that a universal free, after the 
bell, breakfast in the classroom program (hereinafter referred to as “the BIC program”) launched 
with Eos funds will continue in permanence due to increased breakfast participation and the 
associated Federal USDA meal reimbursements that should offset any increased costs. 

 
If you have any questions, please send an email to rfp@EosFoundation.org specifying NKI BIC grant in the 
subject line. Eos requests that you submit your intent to apply to this RFP by February 4, 2016 by sending an 
email to rfp@EosFoundation.org. The email should include your name and school or district name. This will 
help plan their review process accordingly. 
 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/docs/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/docs/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21205
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=renew
http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/boedate.html
mailto:rfp@EosFoundation.org
mailto:rfp@EosFoundation.org
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E-rate Reminder 
There is still time for districts to file e-rate applications for this year. In an effort to ensure all schools are 
ready to support teaching and learning with technology, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has 
pledged to fulfill all E-rate discount requests over the next four years. Almost all Massachusetts public 
schools are eligible for at least a 40 percent discount, and some are eligible for up to an 85 percent discount. 
To help districts take advantage of these discounts, the Department has developed state-specific resources. 
 
POLICY UPDATES 
 
2015 School & District Report Cards Available for Distribution 
Updated school and district report cards, including assessment data and other indicators, are now 
available on the Department's School and District Profiles website. As a reminder, charter 
schools/districts receiving Title I funds are required to distribute report cards annually to all parents or 
guardians of students enrolled in district schools. The Department asks that charter schools/districts 
distribute report cards to families by the end of January. For more information, please see the 
Department's report cards website or contact the Department at esea@doe.mass.edu or (781) 338-
3550. 

ACCOUNTABILITY 
 
Renewal 2017 
The Department will update the Application for Renewal of a Public School Charter and publish the new 
version toward the end of February 2016. Please do not begin to work on the application until it is 
updated. See here: http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=renew for more details about 
the renewal process.  
 
Volunteer Site Visitors  
The Department seeks volunteers with expertise in classroom instruction, school leadership, and/or 
school governance to serve as external site visitors on charter school accountability visits. If you are 
interested in applying to be a site visitor, please fill out a brief online survey at the following 
link: http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1694009/Site-Visit-Volunteer-Interest-Form. Please see 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=visit for a FAQ related to participating as a site 
visitor. 
 
ACCESS AND EQUITY 
 
New Guidance on Programming for English Language Leaner (ELL) students 
The Access and Equity team continues to work closely with the Office of English Language Acquisition 
and Academic Achievement (OELAAA) on the implementation of the Rethinking Equity in Teaching 
English Language Learners (RETELL) initiative in the charter community. Please contact Ellie Rounds at 
erounds@doe.mass.edu or 781-338-3212 if you have questions regarding the RETELL initiative. In 
August, the OELAAA released new guidance on programming for ELL students that can be found here: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/ell/Guidance.pdf  
 
Massachusetts Primer on Special Education and Charter Schools Revisions 
Initially published in 2009, the Access and Equity team has been in the process of revising this three part 
document to reflect changes in regulations and statute. We hope to have updated versions published 
this spring, with concurrent webinars to highlight the changes.  

 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/grants/e-rate.html
http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/
http://www.mass.gov/edu/government/departments-and-boards/ese/programs/accountability/reports/report-cards.html
mailto:%20esea@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=renew
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1694009/Site-Visit-Volunteer-Interest-Form
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=visit
mailto:erounds@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/ell/Guidance.pdf
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FINANCE AND DATA 
 
Superintendent’s Checklist 
Please be sure you adhere to all relevant reporting deadlines and requirement outlined in the 2015-
2016 Superintendent Checklist. 
 
Preliminary FY16 Commonwealth Charter School Tuition 
The Department's most recent calculation of preliminary FY16 charter school tuition and 
reimbursements has been posted at FY16 Preliminary Tuition. These amounts will be used by the 
Department of Revenue for the purpose of certifying the December 31, 2015 local aid distribution. Final 
FY16 tuition and reimbursements will be calculated in June 2016. All districts and charter schools are 
reminded that these tuition calculations are still estimates. For a summary of the tuition disbursement 
process, please go to the School Finance: Charter School web posting. 
 
FY17 Pre-enrollment and Waitlist Data Collection  
The FY17 Charter School Pre-enrollment report will be due Tuesday, March 15, 2016. This report is the 
binding expected enrollment of each charter school in the state for FY17. The FY17 waitlist will also be 
due on Tuesday, March 15, 2016. Schools will receive detailed instructions on both of these reports 
under separate cover. If you have any questions, please contact Joanna Laghetto at 
jlaghetto@doe.mass.edu or 781-338-3221. 
 
FY16 Revision to Waitlist Data Collection  
The updated FY16 student waitlist has been collected from most schools. The data is being reviewed for 
errors and duplicates. As soon as the data is considered valid, a new waitlist report will be generated 
outlining how many students are on each charter school’s waitlist. If you have any questions, please 
contact Brenton Stewart at bstewart@doe.mass.edu or 781-338-3214 or Joanna Laghetto at 
jlaghetto@doe.mass.edu or 781-338-3221. 
 
FY15 Fiscal Dashboard 
The fiscal dashboard will be updated soon to reflect the financial data received from charter school’s 
audits and Charter School End of Year Financial Report (CSEOYFR). The preliminary updated dashboard 
will be ready in the beginning of February for feedback and comment and will be finalized at the 
beginning of March. 
 
FY15 Commonwealth Charter School Excess Surplus Report 
The FY15 Commonwealth Charter School Excess Surplus Report was sent to all charter schools for a final 
review and the final memo and report has been posted at 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/surplus/FY15ExcessSurplus.html . Please be reminded that 
for surplus calculations for FY16 and subsequent years, a vote of the board of trustees of a charter 
school is required to designate funds to be held in reserve for the purchase or renovation of an 
academic facility pursuant to a capital plan. In addition, compliance testing procedures and additional 
details for the surplus calculation are included in the Charter School Audit Guide.  
 
RESOURCES: SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING/SCHOOL DISCIPLINE  
 
This new section of the newsletter will be dedicated to disseminating resources to charter schools 
across the state on a variety of topics. Each newsletter will highlight a variety of resources on key topics, 
which will then be archived for future reference in the Charter School News Archive.  
 
With all the recent attention and research on social and emotional learning (SEL), the inaugural resource 
section will be devoted to sharing resources and helping enhance SEL in schools. Social and emotional 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/checklist.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/checklist.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/tuition/fy16/Q2-preliminary.html.
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/tuition/calculation.html
mailto:jlaghetto@doe.mass.edu
mailto:bstewart@doe.mass.edu
mailto:jlaghetto@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/surplus/FY15ExcessSurplus.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/auditing/2015AuditGuide.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/default.html?section=archive
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learning is an integral component of education to improve achievement for all students and to prepare 
students for life after high school through college and career readiness.  
 
Most recently, on April 29, 2014, the Board adopted regulations for the implementation of the school 
discipline reform law, Chapter 222 of the Acts of 2012, which took effect on July 1, 2014. Essentially, the 
law requires exclusion of students from school as a last resort, especially for the most serious offenses, 
and if the student is excluded, schools are required to assist the student in making academic progress. 
All charter schools were required to submit an updated expulsion policy to the Department to ensure 
these policies complied with new regulations.  
 
The Department does not promote or endorse commercial products, services, or websites, as we do not 
fully research them and thus cannot verify their effectiveness, and cannot and do not monitor their web 
pages. With that said, the Department from time to time, does provide resources that you might find 
helpful. 
 
Optimally, the Department is looking for your input for this section! If you have requests for topics in 
future newsletters or want to share your school’s research-based resources or stories, please contact 
Melissa Gordon (mgordon@doe.mass.edu).  
 
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING/SCHOOL DISCIPLINE 
 
Name Website Description 
Helping Traumatized 
Children Learn in 
School  

http://massadvocates.or
g/publications/help-
traumatized-children-
learn/ 

Two free downloadable reports, which 
summarize the research and impact trauma 
from exposure to violence, can have on 
children’s learning, behavior, and relationships 
in school. The report also introduces the Flexible 
Framework, a tool that can help schools create a 
trauma sensitive environment for all children.  

Massachusetts 
Advocates for 
Children 

http://massadvocates.or
g/ 

A voice for children who face significant barriers 
to equal educational and life opportunities, 
particularly those who have disabilities, are low 
income and/or are racially, culturally, or 
linguistically diverse. 

Blueprints for Healthy 
Youth Development 

http://www.blueprintspr
ograms.com/ 

This website Identifies evidence-based 
prevention and intervention programs that are 
effective in reducing antisocial behavior and 
promoting a healthy youth development.  

Center for Effective 
Collaboration and 
Practice 

http://cecp.air.org/defau
lt.asp 

This website supports and promotes resources 
to foster the development and the adjustment 
of children with or at risk of developing serious 
emotional disturbances.  

Wraparound Zone 
Replication 
“Cookbook” 

https://sites.google.com/
site/masswazcookbook/h
ome 

A user-friendly handbook published by the 
Department that contains “recipes” for strong 
and effective wraparound practices. 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2012/Chapter222
mailto:mgordon@doe.mass.edu
http://massadvocates.org/publications/help-traumatized-children-learn/
http://massadvocates.org/publications/help-traumatized-children-learn/
http://massadvocates.org/publications/help-traumatized-children-learn/
http://massadvocates.org/publications/help-traumatized-children-learn/
http://massadvocates.org/publications/help-traumatized-children-learn/
http://massadvocates.org/
http://massadvocates.org/
http://www.blueprintsprograms.com/
http://www.blueprintsprograms.com/
http://www.blueprintsprograms.com/
http://cecp.air.org/default.asp
http://cecp.air.org/default.asp
https://sites.google.com/site/masswazcookbook/home
https://sites.google.com/site/masswazcookbook/home
https://sites.google.com/site/masswazcookbook/home


Charter School Newsletter - January 2016 
MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
 

6 | P a g e  
 

 

OTHER RESOURCES: VIDEO RESOUCE LIBRARY AND CALIBRATION PROTOCALS 
 
The Department’s Educator Effectiveness Video Resource Library is a consolidation of all the video content 
produced by the Department’s Center for Educator Effectiveness in one place to support districts in building 
knowledge and expertise across all levels of the educator growth continuum. Highlights include: 

• The TEEM Video Series, a profile of transformative educator evaluation implementation in four MA 
districts; 

• The Massachusetts Educator Evaluation Framework Video Series, a nuts-and-bolts overview of the 
key features of the five-step evaluation cycle and the two ratings; 

• Videos on teacher leadership,  high quality professional development, developing common 
measures, and collecting student and staff feedback; and 

• The newest resource in the collection, a Calibration Video Library of 42 videos of classroom 
instruction in K-12 in four content areas. The library includes calibration protocols and activities that 
can be used with the videos, such as a new workshop designed to help educators develop a shared 
understanding of quality practice and evaluators to provide consistent, accurate evaluation 
experiences.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND CONTACTS 
 
Electronic Correspondence 
We plan to continue to deliver official correspondence as much as possible via electronic means, 
emailing and scanning, as appropriate, school-specific approvals and documents. If you would like a hard 
copy mailed to you, please be sure to let us know on a case-by-case basis. Because we also collect many 
of our files through Security Portal dropboxes, please be sure to follow electronic file naming 
instructions included with each submission. In general, please be sure that your electronic files are 
named in a uniquely identifiable way, either including the school’s name, acronym, or LEA code along 
with identifying the date/year and report type. For example, Not unique: Annualreport.doc or Audit.pdf 
Unique: ABCS_annualreport2015.doc and ABCS_FY15Audit.pdf   
 
Contact You: School and District Profiles and Directory Administration 
The Department collects a variety of data from schools and districts through Directory Administration, 
some of which is published on the Department’s School or District Profiles page. Contact information, 
multiple directories, and a variety of reports from individual organizations can also be found here.  
Charter Schools appear as both a “District” and as an individual “School”.  It is imperative that the 
information contained in your district, as well as your school profile, be accurate, especially at the start 
of the school year. If it is inaccurate, your school may be missing important Department 
communications. In particular, the email address for the individual identified as “charter school leader” 
and “charter school board chair” in Directory Administration should have received this message directly. 
If for some reason they did not, your school’s directory administrator(s), the individual(s) who are 
authorized to edit information about their school in Directory Administration, should update this 
information. See http://www.doe.mass.edu/InfoServices/data/diradmin/list.aspx to identify your 
school’s directory administrator(s).         
        

 
 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/edeval/resources/VideoLibrary.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edeval/resources/teem/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edeval/resources/eef/
https://youtu.be/tMLIZHe0lEk
http://www.doe.mass.edu/pd/CaseStudies/
https://youtu.be/cVu3ONGm-fc
https://youtu.be/cVu3ONGm-fc
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edeval/feedback/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edeval/resources/calibration/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edeval/resources/calibration/Feedback.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/data/diradmin/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/InfoServices/data/diradmin/list.aspx
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