
BOSTON – May 20, 2016 – Today, the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife (MassWildlife) and Department of
Transportation (MassDOT) marked National Endangered Species Day by banding Peregrine Falcon chicks living in a
specially placed nest box under a MassPike highway bridge spanning the Connecticut River.

“We are proud to join this national celebration of imperiled plants and wildlife by showcasing the great work MassWildlife
has done to restore the peregrine falcon to Massachusetts,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA)
Secretary Matthew Beaton. “Protecting the rare species of Massachusetts and their habitats helps preserve the
biodiversity of the Commonwealth.”

Over the next few weeks other Peregrine and Bald Eagle chicks in nests across the state will be banded by
MassWildlife biologists. These leg bands will be used to monitor and track the distribution of these species.

Peregrine Falcons became extinct in Massachusetts around 1955, and since 1984 MassWildlife has been working to
restore their numbers. Through the Peregrine Falcon Nest Box Program, MassWildlife works with building owners like
MassDOT to place nest boxes in areas where pairs of falcons are attracted. In 2015, there were about 30 nesting pairs
of Peregrine Falcons in the Commonwealth.

“Peregrine falcons are one of the Commonwealth’s great wildlife restoration stories,” said Department of Fish and
Game (DFG) Commissioner George Peterson. “The efforts of our Division of Fisheries and Wildlife have helped
bring this species back from the brink and we now have falcon pairs nesting all across the state.”

On May 27, the public is invited to participate in the release of 100 young Northern Red-Bellied Cooters, endangered
turtles found only in Plymouth County, at the Burrage Pond Wildlife Management Area in Hanson. Turtle hatchlings are
taken from nests in the wild and raised over the winter by cooperating schools, museums, zoos and other conservation
organizations to be released in Plymouth County waterbodies. This process, called “headstarting,” allows the young
turtles to grow large enough to be less vulnerable to predators.

When MassWildlife began this project 30 years ago, there were only about 300 Red-Bellied Cooters in southeastern
Massachusetts. This year’s release will bring the total number of released hatchlings to 4000.

This spring, other MassWildlife staff and volunteers are involved in monitoring endangered shorebirds such as piping
plovers, common and roseate terns on coastal beaches and islands. Dragonfly, freshwater mussel and plant surveys are
also taking place.

MassWildlife’s Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program (NHESP) is responsible for the conservation and
protection of the hundreds of species that are not hunted, fished, trapped, or commercially harvested in the state. The
Program's highest priority is protecting the vertebrate and invertebrate animals and native plants listed on
theMassachusetts Endangered Species Act list. Conservation is achieved through biological field surveys and research,
data management, endangered species regulations, habitat management, land protection, and education.
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Follow EEA Secretary Beaton on Twitter:............ www.twitter.com/masseea

View downloadable photographs on Flickr:............ www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit the Energy Smarts blog:................................. www.mass.gov/blog/energy
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