
SENATE . . . . . No. 3

To accompany the petition of Ezra D. Whitaker, mayor, for
certain amendments to the charter of the city of North Adams.
Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.

AN ACT
To amend the Charter of the City of North Adams.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section four of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and forty-eight of the acts of the year
3 eighteen hundred and ninety-five is hereby
4 amended by striking out the whole of said section
5 and inserting in place thereof the following:
6 Section Jf. The municipal election shall take
7 place annually on the second Tuesday of De-
-8 cember, and the municipal year shall begin on the
9 first Monday of January following. All meetings

10 of the citizens for municipal purposes shall be
11 called by notices issued by order of the city
12 council.

Cfic Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts.
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1 Section 2. Section five of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by striking out the whole of
3 said section and inserting in place thereof the
4 following: Sectio?i 6. At such municipal elec-
-5 tion the qualified voters shall give in their votes
6 by ballot in the several wards for councilmen,
7 and for the members of the board of assessors,
8 board of trustees of the public library, and of the
9 school committee, then to be elected, and in the

10 year nineteen hundred and eighteen and every
11 two years thereafter, a mayor, and the person
12 receiving - the highest number of votes for any
13 office shall be deemed and declared to be elected
14 to such office; and whenever two or more persons
15 are to be elected to the same office the several
16 persons up to the number required to be chosen
17 receiving the highest number of votes shall be
18 deemed and declared to be elected.
19 If it shall appear that there is no choice of
20 mayor, or if the person elected mayor shall refuse
21 to accept the office, or shall die before qualifying,
22 or if a vacancy in said office shall occur subse-
-23 quently and more than six months previous to
24 the expiration of his term of office, the city
25 council shall forthwith cause notice to be issued
26 for a new election, to fill such unexpired term,
27 and the same proceedings shall be had in all
28 respects as hereinbefore provided for the election
29 of mayor, and shall be repeated until the election
30 of a mayor is completed. If the full number of
31 members of the city council has not been elected
32 or if a vacancy in the office of councilman shall
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33 occur subsequently and more than six months
34 previous to the expiration of the municipal year,
35 the council may forthwith elect some person or
36 persons to fill the vacancy or vacancies until the
37 next annual municipal election. The board of
38 assessors shall consist -of three persons who shall
39 be elected in the manner provided in section
40 forty-one for the election of trustees of the public
41 library, and any vacancy which shall occur in
42 said board of assessors may be filled by the city
43 council, in the manner provided by section seven
44 of chapter twenty-six of the Revised Laws, until
45 the next annual election and the qualification of
46 a successor.

1 Section 3. Section seven of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by striking out the word “war-
-3 rant”, in the fourth line, and inserting in place
4 thereof the word: notice, so as to read as
5 follows: Section 7. The city council may,
6 when no convenient ward room for holding the
7 meetings of the citizens of any ward can be had
8 within the territorial limits of such ward, appoint
9 and direct, in the notice for calling any meeting

10 of the citizens of such ward, that the meeting be
11 held in some convenient place within the limits
12 of any adjacent ward of the city; and for such
13 purpose the place so assigned shall be deemed
14 and taken to be a part of the ward for which the
15 election is held.

1 Section 4. Section ten of said chapter is



[Jan.NORTH ADAMS CITY CHARTER.4

2 hereby amended by striking out the word
3 “annually”, in the second line, and by inserting
4 after the word “January”, in said second line,
5 the words: next following their election, so
6 as to read as follows: Section 10. The mayor
7 and the councilmen elect shall, on the first Monday
8 in January next following their election, at ten
9 o’clock in the forenoon, meet and be sworn to the

10 faithful discharge of their duties. The oath shall
11 be administered at their first meeting after the
12 acceptance of this act, by the town clerk and in
13 subsequent years by the city clerk, or, in his
14 absence, by any justice of the peace, and shall be
15 duly certified on the journal of the city council.
16 In case of the absence of the mayor elect on the
17 first Monday in January, or if the mayor shall
18 not then have been elected, the oath of office
19 may at any time thereafter be administered to
20 him, and at any time thereafter, in like manner,
21 the oath of office may be administered to any
22 member of the council who has been previously
23 absent or has been subsequently elected; and
24 every such oath shall be duly certified as aforesaid.

1 Section 5. Section eleven of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by striking out all after the
3 word “peace”, in the twenty-second line, and
4 by adding at the end of said section the following:
5 In the year nineteen hundred and twenty and
6 every third year thereafter, the council shall then
7 proceed to elect a city clerk in the manner pro-
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8 vided by section seven of chapter twenty-six of
9 the Revised Laws, who shall hold office for the

10 term of three years, from and after the date of
11 his election and until the election and qualifica-
-12 tion of his successor. A majority of the votes of
13 all the members shall be necessary for the election
14 of said city clerk. Either the president or the
15 city clerk may be removed from office by the
16 affirmative vote of two thirds of all the members
17 of the council taken by roll call. The president
18 of the council shall have the same right to vote
19 as any other member thereof, so as to read as
20 follows:-— Section 11. After the oath has been
21 administered to the councilmen present they
22 shall be called to order, at their first organization
23 by the, town clerk, and in subsequent years by
24 the city clerk, or in case of the absence of the
25 city clerk, by the oldest senior member present.
26 The council shall then proceed to elect one of
27 their own number president of the council by
28 ballot. If no quorum is present an adjournment
29 shall be taken to a later hour or to the next day,
30 and thereafter the same proceedings shall be had
31 from day to day until a quorum shall be present.
32 If any person receive the votes of a majority of
33 all the members of the council, such person shall
34 be declared chosen president thereof. If on the
35 first day on which a quorum is present no person
36 receives the votes of such majority they shall
37 proceed to ballot until some person receives the
38 votes of such majority, or an adjournment to the
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succeeding day is taken, and on such succeeding
day a plurality of those voting shall be sufficient
for an election. No other business shall be in
order until a president is chosen. The president
shall be sworn by the town or city clerk, as the
case may be, or in case of the absence of the
clerk, by any justice of the peace. In the year
nineteen hundred and twenty and every third
year thereafter, the council shall then proceed to
elect a city clerk in the manner provided by
section seven of chapter twenty-six of the Revised
Laws, who shall hold office for the term of three
years, from and after the date of his election and
until the election and qualification of his suc-
cessor. A majority of the votes of all the members
shall be necessary for the election of said city
clerk. Either the president or the city clerk may
be removed from office by the affirmative vote of
two thirds of all the members of the council taken
by roll call. The president of the council shall
have the same right to vote as any other member
thereof.

39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58

59
60

1 Section 6. Section fifteen of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by striking out the whole of said
3 section and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing: Section 15. The city council shall in
5 the month of January in the year nineteen hundred
6 and eighteen, and every third year thereafter,
7 elect an auditor of accounts in the manner pro-
-8 vided by section seven of chapter twenty-six of
9 the Revised Laws, who shall hold office for the
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10 term of three years from and after the date of
11 his election and until the election and qualifica-
-12 tion of his successor. A majority of the votes of
13 all the members of the council shall be necessary
14 for the election of such auditor, and he may be
15 removed by the council by the affirmative vote
16 of two thirds of all the members of the council,
17 taken by roll call.

1 Section 7. Section sixteen of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by striking out the words “in
3 the months of March and April”, and by striking
4 out the words “ten days at least prior to the
5 annual election”, and also all after the words
6 “city debt”,— so as to read as follows: Section
7 16. The city council shall appropriate annually
8 the amount necessary to meet the expenditures
9 of the city for the current municipal year. It

10 shall take care that no money is paid from the
11 treasury unless granted or appropriated and shall
12 secure a just and proper accountability by re-
-13 quiring bonds with sufficient penalties and sureties
14 from all persons entrusted with the receipt,
15 custody or disbursement of money. It shall as
16 often as once in each year, cause to be published
17 for the use of the inhabitants a particular account
18 of the receipts and expenditures of said city and
19 a schedule of all city property and of the city
20 debt.

1 Section 8. Section twenty of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by striking out after the word
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3 “city”, in the eleventh line, the words “The
4 appointment of all the officers and members of
5 such department shall be vested in the mayor
6 exclusively, who shall have authority to remove
7 from office any officer or member for cause”, —

8 so as to read as follows: Section 20. The city
9 council shall establish a fire department for said

10 city, to consist of a chief and of such officers and
11 members as the city council by ordinance shall
12 from time to time prescribe; and said council
13 shall have authority to define their rank and
14 duties and in general to make such regulations
15 concerning the conduct and government of such
16 department, the management of fires, and the
17 conduct of persons attending fires, as they may
18 deem expedient, and may fix such penalties for
19 any violation of such regulations or any of them
20 as are provided for breach of the ordinances of
21 said city. The chief and officers shall be the
22 fireAvards of the city.

1 Section 9. Section twenty-two of said chapter
2 is hereby amended by striking out all after the
3 word “department”, in the fourth line, so as
4 to read as follows: Section 22. The city council
5 shall establish by ordinance a police department,
6 to consist of a chief of police and such officers and
7 men as it may prescribe, and make regulations
8 for the government of the department.

1 Section 10. Section twenty-eight of said
2 chapter is hereby amended by striking out the
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3 word “solely”, the words “and control”, and
4 the words “municipal year”, and inserting in
5 place of the words “municipal year”, the follow-
-6 ing words: - term of two years, so as to read
7 as follows: Section 28. The executive powers
8 of the city shall be vested in the mayor, and may
9 be exercised by him either personally or through

10 the several officers and boards of the city in their
11 departments, under his general supervision. In
12 case of a vacancy in any office to which appoint-
-13 ment is made by the mayor, he may personally
14 perform the duties thereof, but he shall not be
15 entitled to receive any salary or pay attached
16 thereto. The mayor shall hold office for the
17 term of two years beginning with the first Monday
18 in January following his election, unless sooner
19 removed, and until his successor is elected and
20 qualified.

1 Section 11. Section twenty-nine of said chap-
-2 ter is hereby amended by striking out the whole
3 of said section and inserting in place thereof the
4 following: Section 29. The mayor shall have
5 the sole power of appointment to all the municipal
6 offices established by or under this act, including
7 officers and members of the fire and police de-
-8 partments, unless herein otherwise provided; he
9 may, by and with the approval of the city council,

10 except as herein otherwise provided, remove
11 from office, lower in rank, transfer or suspend by
12 written order any officer or member so appointed
13 hereunder, for just cause, and he shall in such
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14 order specifically assign the reasons therefor.
15 Such order of removal, lowering, transfer or

16 suspension shall take effect upon the filing of the
17 same with the city clerk, approved by the city
18 council, and a service of a copy thereof upon
19 officer or member so removed, lowered, trans-

-20 ferred or suspended, either personally or by
21 leaving the same at his last and usual place of
22 residence.
23 The person sought to be removed, lowered,
24 transferred or suspended, shall, if he so requests,
25 be given a public hearing, and be allowed to
26 answer the charges preferred against him either
27 personally or by counsel. A copy of such reasons,
28 notice and answer, and of the order of removal,
29 lowering, suspension or transfer shall be made a
30 matter of public record.
31 Any member of the city council may prefer
32 charges against any such officer or member for
33 misfeasance in office. Such charges shall be in
34 writing and filed with the clerk of the city council.
35 If the city council shall vote to consider such
36 charges, the president shall appoint a committee
37 composed of three members to try the issues. A
38 time and place shall be fixed by said committee
39 for hearing the evidence for and against such
40 charges, notice thereof to be given the accused
41 and an opportunity be given him to appear with
42 counsel and be heard, and said committee shall
43 report its findings to the city council.
44 If said committee shall report to the city
45 council in favor of sustaining such charges or any
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46 one of the same, and two thirds of the city council
47 shall vote to approve the report of the committee,
48 the mayor shall be notified thereof, and it shall
49 be his duty to remove forthwith such officer, in
50 the manner above provided.

1 Section 12. Section thirty of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by striking out the whole of said
3 section and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 30. Whenever by reason of sickness,
5 absence from the city or other cause the mayor
6 shall be unable to attend to the duties of his
7 office, the president of the city council, or in case
8 of his absence from the city or disability, the city
9 solicitor, shall act as mayor. Such officer shall

10 during the continuance of such sickness, absence
11 from the city or other cause have all the rights
12 and powers of mayor, except that he shall not
13 when so acting have the power of removal, unless
14 thereto authorized in any instance by vote of the
15 city council, nor any power of appointment unless
16 such sickness, absence or other disability of the
17 mayor has continued for a period of thirty days,
18 and then subject to the approval of the city
19 council, nor power to approve or disapprove any
20 ordinance, order, resolution or vote until within
21 twenty-four hours of the time when it would take
22 effect without the approval of the mayor. In
23 case such disability of the mayor continues for a
24 period exceeding sixty days the city council may
25 at any time after the expiration of such period
26 declare a vacancy to exist in the office of mayor.
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2 chapter, as amended by chapter seventy-six of
3 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
-4 seven, is hereby further amended by striking out
5 the whole of said section and inserting in place
'6 thereof the following: Section SJ+. There shall
7 be the following administrative officers, who shall
8 be appointed by the mayor, and who shall per-
-9 form the duties by law, and hereinafter pre-

-10 scribed for them, respectively, and such further
11 duties not inconsistent with the nature of their
12 respective offices, as the city council may pre-
-13 scribe:
14 1. A commissioner of public works. 2. A city
15 treasurer, who shall also be collector of taxes.
16 3. A city solicitor. 4. A chief of police. 5. A
17 chief of the fire department who shall also be
18 assistant inspector of buildings under the direction
19 and control of the inspector of buildings. He
20 shall devote his whole time to the city. 6. A
21 board of health, consisting of three persons who
22 shall have control of the enforcement of the
23 regulations relative to plumbing. 7. An overseer
24 of the poor who sail exercise and discharge all
25 the duties and powers prescribed by the law for
26 overseers of the poor, and shall also be the city
27 almoner. He shall also be commissioner of public
28 burial places of said city.
29 The above named officers shall be appointed on
30 or before the first Monday in February in the
31 year nineteen hundred and nineteen, and every
32 two years thereafter, and shall hold their respec-

1 Section 13. Section thirty-four of said
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33 live offices for the term of two years, beginning-
-34 with the first Monday in February following their
35 appointment, unless sooner removed, and until
36 their respective successors are appointed and
37 qualified: provided, however, that the appointment
38 of the chief of police shall not be for any specified
39 time but shall hold good until his death, resigna-
-40 tion or removal by the mayor and council. And
41 provided, further, that the chief of the fire depart-
-42 ment shall be appointed on or before the first
43 Monday of February, nineteen hundred and
44 nineteen, for the term of three years and every
45 third year thereafter.
46 They shall be sworn or affirmed to the faithful
47 discharge of the duties of their respective offices,
48 which oath or affirmation, or a certified copy
49 thereof, shall be filed in the office of the city clerk.
50 8. A board of license commissioners as prescribed
51 in chapter one hundred of the Revised Laws.
52 The board of assessors shall be entitled to
53 choose a clerk who shall not be one of their own
54 number. The commissioner of public works shall
55 have authority to appoint a city engineer who
56 shall be inspector of buildings, a clerk, and such
57 assistants as he may deem necessary from time
58 to time to carry on the outdoor and other work of
59 the department.

1 Section 14. Section thirty-five of said chapter
2 is hereby amended by striking out the word
3 “warrants,” in the third line, and inserting in place
4 thereof the word: —-notices,—-and by inserting
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5 after the words “city clerk,” in the twelfth line,
6 the words: and assistant city clerk,— so as to
7 read as follows: Section 35. The city clerk
8 shall have charge of all journals, records, papers
9 and documents of the city, attest all notices and

10 do such other acts in his said capacity as the city
11 council may require of him. He shall be the clerk
12 of the council and shall keep a journal of all votes
13 and proceedings. He shall engross all the ordin-

-14 ances passed by the city council, in a book pro-
-15 vided for that purpose, and shall add proper
16 indexes, which book shall be deemed a public
17 record of such ordinances. He shall perform
18 such other duties as are required by law or shall
19 be prescribed by the council. In case of the
20 temporary absence of the city clerk and assistant
21 city clerk the president of the council may appoint
22 a clerk pro tempore, who shall be duly qualified.

1 Section 15. Section thirty-seven of said chap-
-2 ter, as amended by chapter seventy-six of the
3 acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
-4 seven, is hereby further amended by striking out
5 the whole of said section and inserting in place
6 thereof the following: Section 37. The com-
7 missioner of public works shall have cognizance,
8 direction and control: (a) Of the construction,
9 alteration, repair, care and lighting of streets,

10 ways and sidewalks. (6) Of the construction,
11 alteration, repair and care of public buildings;
12 except that the care, construction, alteration and
13 repair of all school buildings shall remain under
14 the control of the school committee, (c) Of the
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15 construction, alteration, repair and care of public
16 sewers and drains. (d) Of the construction,
17 alteration, repair, care and maintenance of public
18 bridges, (e) Of the laying out and caring for
19 public parks, and all work in or upon the same.
20 (/) Of the construction, extension, alteration and
21 repair of the public water works, (g) Of the care,
22 superintendence and management of the public
23 grounds belonging to said city, except such
24 grounds as are under the control of the school
25 committee, and of the shade and ornamental
26 trees standing and growing therein, (h) Of the
27 supervision of fire-alarm, electric light, power,
28 telephone, telegraph and trolley wires, and electric
29 light, telegraph and telephone poles and gas
30 pipes. The said commissioner may require that
31 no person or corporation authorized by the city
32 council to dig up any public street or sidewalk in
33 said city shall begin such digging before furnishing
34 to such commissioner of public works security
35 satisfactory to him to restore such street or side-
-36 walk to its former condition. The said com-
-37 missioner shall also, except as herein otherwise
38 provided, have, exclusively, the powers and be
39 subject to the duties, liabilities and penalties,
40 which may be by law given to or imposed upon
41 road commissioners of towns.

1 Section 16. Section forty of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by striking out the words “have
3 sole charge and control of and shall attend to all
4 the engineering work of the city. He shall”,
5 in the second, third and fourth lines—the word
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6 “ board,” in the fourth line, and inserting in place
7 thereof the word: —-commissioner, —-and by
8 striking out all after the word “herewith,” in the
9 thirteenth line,-—so as to read as follows:

10 Section 40. The city engineer shall give his whole
11 time to the city, and shall, at the request of the
12 commissioner of public works, prepare plans and
13 estimates of any proposed alterations in or con-
-14 struction of public sewers and drains and con-
-15 duits, streets, sidewalks, water works and other
16 public works. He shall assist the city solicitor
17 as far as possible in defending the city against
18 suits and claims brought against it for damages
19 sustained by reason of any defect or want of
20 repair in any public way, or for any cause what-
-21 ever. He shall perform such other duties as the
22 city council or commissioner of public works may
23 prescribe, not inconsistent herewith.

1 Section 17. Section forty-four of said chapter
2 is hereby amended by inserting after the word
3 “committee”, in the twenty-first line, the words:
4 provided, however, that the school committee
5 by a two thirds vote of all its members may
6 delegate to the commissioner of public works,
7 before the first day of February in the year
8 nineteen hundred and nineteen, or any year
9 thereafter, the construction, alteration and repair

10 of school buildings and the furnishing of fuel for
11 the same, also the maintenance of school grounds;
12 the authority so delegated shall be permanent
13 and thereafter be exercised by said commissioner
14 in addition to the powers and duties prescribed
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15 by section thirty-seven of said chapter, until
16 said committee shall, before the first day of
17 February, in any year, by a two thirds vote,
18 rescind said delegation of authority, and by
19 inserting after the word "and”, in said twenty-

-20 first line, the words: said officers, so as to
21 read as follows: —; Section 44- The administrative
22 officers and boards above-named in this title, and
23 all administrative officers and boards hereafter
24 established by the city council and not coming
25 within the department of any officer or board so
26 above-named, shall have the power, except as
27 herein otherwise provided, to appoint or employ,
28 and to remove or discharge, all officers, clerks and
29 employees in their respective departments. Such
30 appointment shall not be for any specified term,
31 but shall hold good until removal or discharge.
32 Orders of removal shall state the reason thereof
33 and shall be entered upon the records of the officer
34 or board making the same, and removals shall
35 take effe'ct upon the filing of a copy of such order
36 with the city clerk, which shall be open to the
37 public inspection. The above-named administra-
-38 tive officers and boards shall, in their respective
39 departments, make all necessary contracts for
40 work, and for the furnishing of materials and
41 supplies for the city, and for the construction,
42 alteration, repair and care of public works, in-
-43 stitutions, buildings and other property; except
44 such property as shall be under the control of the
45 school committee: provided, however, that the
46 school committee by a two thirds vote of all its
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47 members may delegate to the commissioner of
48 public works, before the first day of February in
49 the year nineteen hundred and nineteen or any
50 year thereafter, the construction, alteration and
51 repair of school buildings and the furnishing of
52 fuel for the same, also the maintenance of school
53 grounds; the authority so delegated shall be
54 permanent and thereafter be exercised by said
55 commissioner in addition to the powers and
56 duties prescribed by section thirty-seven of said
57 chapter, until said committee shall before the
58 first day of February, in any year, by a two thirds
59 vote, rescind said delegation of authority, and
60 said officers shall have, subject to the mayor, the
61 direction and control of all the executive and
62 administrative business of the city. They shall
63 at all times be accountable to the mayor, as the
64 chief executive offier, for the discharge of their
65 duties.

1 Section 18. Section forty-six of said chapter
2 is hereby amended by striking out the whole of
3 said section and inserting in place thereof the
4 following: Section Jfi. The following salaries
5 shall be paid, viz: Mayor, one thousand dollars
6 each year. City clerk, sixteen hundred dollars
7 each year. Tax collector and treasurer, two
8 thousand dollars each year. City solicitor, nine
9 hundred dollars each year. Members of the

10 school committee, seventy-five dollars each, each
11 year. Members of the board of assessors, chair-
-12 man, eight hundred dollars each year; other
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13 members, seven hundred dollars each, each year;
14 clerk of the board of assessors, three hundred
15 dollars each year. City physician, two hundred
16 and fifty dollars each year. Members of the board
17 of health, one hundred dollars each, each year.
18 City engineer, eighteen hundred dollars each
19 year. Overseer of the poor, thirteen hundred
20 dollars each year. Keeper of the almshouse,
21 seven hundred and fifty dollars each year. Com-
-22 missioner of public works, eighteen hundred
23 dollars each year. Clerk of the commissioner of
24 public works, nine hundred dollars each year.
25 Auditor, thirteen hundred dollars each year.
26 Chief of fire department, fifteen hundred dollars
27 each year. Deputy chief engineer of the fire
28 department, three dollars and twenty-five cents
29 per day. Permanent firemen, first year, two
30 dollars and fifty cents each per day; second
31 year, two dollars and seventy-five cents each per
32 day; and third year and thereafter, three dollars
33 each per day. Captains of the fire department,
34 one hundred and twenty-five dollars each, each
35 year. Lieutenants of the fire department, one
36 hundred and twelve dollars each, each year.
37 Call firemen, first year, sixty-five dollars each;
38 second year, eighty dollars each; and after second
39 year, one hundred dollars each, each year. Chief
40 of police and keeper of lockup, four dollars
41 and eighty-five cents per day. Captains of police,
42 four dollars and twenty cents each per day.
43 Permanent patrolmen, first year, two dollars
44 and seventy-five cents each per day; second year,
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45 three dollars each per day; and third year and
46 thereafter, three dollars and sixty-five cents each
47 per day; reserve officers, when on duty, two
48 dollars and seventy-five cents each per day. The
49 compensation of all persons not employed by
50 boards or heads of departments, and not herein
51 provided for, shall be established by the council,
52 and no new salaried office shall be established
53 except those required by law, nor any increase of
54 salaries established hereby be made, except upon
55 a two thirds vote of all the members of the city
56 council, approved by the mayor.

1 Section 19. Section forty-seven of said
2 chapter is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 word “department”, the words: commissioner
4 of public works, —• so as to read as follows:
5 Section J+7. No person shall be elegible to any
6 of the offices of the city government, except
7 superintendent of schools, chief of police, chief of
8 the fire department, commissioner of public works,
9 or city engineer, unless he is a citizen and has

10 been a resident of the city for at least two years.

1 Section 20. Section forty-nine and section
2 fifty of said chapter are hereby amended by
3 striking out the whole of each of said sections.

1 Section 21. Section fifty-two of said chapter
2 is hereby amended by striking out the whole of
3 said section and inserting in place thereof the
4 following: Section 52. No sum appropriated
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5 for a specific purpose shall be expended for any
6 other purpose, and no expenditure shall be made,
7 nor liability incurred, by or in behalf of the city,
8 until an appropriation has been duly voted by the
9 city council sufficient to meet such expenditure

10 or liability, together with all prior unpaid ha-
ll bilities which are payable out of such appropria-
-12 tion, except in accordance with the written recom-
-13 mendation of the mayor to the city council,
14 approved by the yea and nay vote of two thirds
15 of the council: provided , however, that, after the
16 expiration of the financial year and before the
17 regular appropriations have been made by the
18 city council, liabilities may be incurred and
19 expenditures made payable out of the regular
20 appropriations to an amount not exceeding in any
21 month sums spent for similar purposes during any
22 one month of the preceding year, or may expend
23 in any one month for any officer or board created
24 by law an amount not exceeding one twelfth of
25 the estimated cost for that year. Every bill,
26 payroll or other voucher covering an expenditure
27 of money shall be approved by the signatures, on
28 such bill or voucher, of the majority of the board
29 or committee having control of, or incurring such
30 expenditure, and after such approval such bills,
31 pay-rolls or vouchers shall be turned over to the
32 auditor. The financial year shall begin with the
33 first day of December in each year.

1 Section 22. All Special Acts and parts of
2 Special Acts applying to the city of North Adams
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3 inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed, and
4 all General Acts and parts of General Acts
5 inconsistent hereAvith shall not apply to the city
6 of North Adams.

1 Section 23. This act shall be submitted to
2 the voters of the city of North Adams at the
3 annual state election in November, nineteen
4 hundred and eighteen, and the form of the ques-
-5 tion to be placed upon the ballot shall be as
6 follows: —Sind I chapter of the acts of the
7 year nineteen hundred and eighteen, entitled
8 “An Act to amend the charter of the City of
9 North Adams”, be accepted? and if a majority

10 of the voters voting thereon vote in the affirmative
11 the same shall take effect.

1 Section 24. So much of this act as authorizes
2 its submission to the voters shall take effect upon
3 its passage, but it shall not further take effect
4 until accepted by the voters of the city as herein
5 provided.


