
SENATE No. 17

To accompany the petition of G. W. Jones that the Massachu-
setts Commission for the Blind be abolished and that the office of
Commissioner for the Blind be established. Administration and
Commissions.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.

AN ACT
To abolish the Massachusetts Commission for the

Blind and to establish the Office of Commissioner
for the Blind.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

me, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Massachusetts commission
2 for the blind as established under the provisions
3 of chapter three hundred and of the
4 acts of the year nineteen hundred and six is hereby
5 abolished. All rights, powers, duties and obliga-
-6 tions conferred and imposed by law on said com-
-7 mission or any member thereof, arc hereby trans-
-8 ferred to and shall hereafter be exercised and
9 performed by a commissioner established by this

10 act, who shall be the lawful successor of said

C&e Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts.
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11 commission. Immediately upon the appointment
12 and qualification of said officer all books, papers
13 and records and all other documents and equipment
14 in possession of said commission shall be delivered
15 to him. All the employees of said commission
16 shall, as temporary appointees, continue to per-
-17 form their usual duties upon the same terms as
18 heretofore until removed by said officer’.

1 Section 2. The governor, with advice and
2 consent of the council, shall appoint an officer to
3 be known as the Commissioner for the Blind to
4 serve for a term of five years, who shall devote
5 his whole time to the work of his office and shall
6 receive an annual salary of five thousand dollars.
7 The commissioner may be removed for cause by
8 the governor with advice and consent of the
9 council. Any vacancy in said office shall be filled

10 by the governor with advice and consent of the
11 council for the remainder of the unexpired term.
12 The commissioner shall be furnished with suitable
13 quarters in the state house at the expense of the
14 commonwealth, and with consent of the governor
15 and council may appoint a deputy or deputies and
16 determine their salary and duties. Any deputy
17 may be removed by the commissioner with con-

-18 sent of the governor and council. The com-
-19 missioner may also appoint a secretary and such
20 experts, clerks, teachers and other assistants,
21 and may pay them such salaries and may incur
22 such other expenses, including traveling expenses,
23 not exceeding such sums as may be appropriated
24 by the general court, as he may deem necessary
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25 and proper, subject, however, to the approval of
26 the governor and council when such approval is
27 required by law.

1 Section 3. The commission shall on the first
2 day of January of each year submit a report to
3 the general court, which report shall contain a
4 statement of the doings of the commissioner
5 during the preceding year, and such recommenda-
-6 tions as to legislation, as in the opinion of the
7 commissioner may be expedient to carry on the
8 duties of the commissioner.

1 Section 4. So much of this act as provides for
2 the appointment of a commissioner, hereby estab-
-3 lished, shall take effect upon its passing. All
4 other provisions thereof shall take effect upon the
5 qualification of the said commissioner.




