
SENATE No. 71
To accompany the petition of W. B. if. Remington relative to mid-

wives. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sixteen of chapter twenty-
-2 nine of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out the words “and midwives”, in the
4 third line thereof, and by inserting the word;
5 and, before the word “physicians”, in the
6 third line thereof, so that said section, as amended,
7 shall read as follows: Section 16. Each city
8 and town clerk shall annually give public notice
9 that he will furnish blanks for returns of births

10 to parents, householders and physicians who
11 apply therefor.
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1 Section 2. Section two of chapter two hun
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2 dred and eighty of the acts of the year nineteen
hundred and twelve i hereby amended by strik-

4 ing out the words “or midwife”, in the eighteenth
5 line thereof, so that said section, as amended,
6 shall read as follows: Section 2. Physici

7 and midwives shall rr ;e and keep a record of the
birth of every child cases of which they were

9 in charge and shall, v
10 birth mail and delive

hin fifteen days after the
to the clerk or registr

11 of the city or town in which the birth occurred a
1 rte and nlaceHIor t

13 the name, if child, its, sex and color,
14 and the names, ages, places of birth, occupations
15 and residence of the parents, giving the street■esidence of the mrent

16 number if thennumber it tnere be any, and the number of a
17 ward of a city, the maiden name of the mother
18 and whether or not physician or midwife
19 signing the birth retur nally attended the
20 birth. If the ch legitimate, the name and
21 other facts relating tc ,er shall not be
22 stated except at the re mest in writing of both
23 the father and mothr 1 with the return. The
24 record kept by the physician or midwife, as
25 above provided, shall Iso contain the facts

reported to the city or26 hereby required to be
27 town clerk. The fee of the physician shall be
28 twenty-five cents for every birth so reported,
29 which shall be paid by the city or town where
30 the report is made, upon presentation to the
31 city or town treasurer of a certificate from the
32 city or town clerk stating that the said birth has
33 been properly reported to him. The report re-
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34 quired to be made in this section is in addition
35 to the report required to be made in the preced
36 ing section, and as above provided, if made within
37 forty-eight hours of the birth, the report required
38 by the preceding section shall not be required
39 A physician or midwife who neglects to make
40 and keep the record hereby required, or who
41 neglects to report in the manner specified above,
42 each birth within fifteen days thereafter, shall
43 for each offence forfeit a sum not exceeding
44 twenty-five dollars. The city or town clerk or
45 registrar shall file daily with the local board of
46 health a list of all births reported to him, givin
17 the following facts: date of birth, sex, color
18 family name, residence, ward, physician or mid-
19 wife.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
passage




