
SENATE No. 338

PARTIAL REPORT OF THE JOINT SPECIAL COM-
MITTEE APPOINTED TO INVESTIGATE THE
FISH INDUSTRY IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

Senate, April 9, 1918.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
The Joint Special Committee appointed to investigate

the Fish Industry in this Commonwealth, pending further
hearings and a final report upon the matters under investi-
gation, reports, in part, as follows:

The New England Fish Exchange, a corporation organized
under the laws of the State of Maine, has established a
business of selling fish at auction in a room on the Fish
Pier in South Boston. All fresh fish arriving by water at
Boston, with the exception of negligible quantities brought
in by small boats and which do not affect the market price,
are sold on the exchange under rules and regulations pro-
mulgated by the New England Fish Exchange. In the
year 1908, before the business of the corporation was re-
moved from T Wharf to the present location on the Fish
Pier, an assessment was levied on all fresh fish sold on the
exchange. This assessment was not uniform for all kinds
of fish but was arbitrarily fixed and was not affected by
fluctuations in the market price. The assessment on
mackerel, shad, swordfish and eastern salmon is one cent
per pound; on cod, haddock and other ground fish, it is
one quarter of a cent per pound.

The purpose of this assessment was stated to be to create
a fund for the development of the fish industry.

During the period from 1908 to the time of the hearing
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before this committee, the amount of assessments levied
and collected by the exchange reached a total of $3,173,508.58.
Of this amount only $538,011.35 has been expended for any
purpose which can be said to have contributed to the de-
velopment of the fish industry. The sum of $327,899.67
remains unexpended in the hands of the trustees of the
assessment fund, and the balance of $2,307,597.56 has been
distributed from time to time to the subscribers.

The committee is convinced that the levying of this
assessment upon every pound of fish sold on the exchange
for the fresh fish market has operated to increase the cost
of fish to the consumer, and that there is no longer any
intention on the part of those who control the corporation
to devote the accumulations of the assessments, which now
exceed $400,000 annually, to the purpose for which the
assessment fund was intended, and that the continuance of
the assessment will serve no useful purpose, but affords
opportunity for the dealers at the pier to conceal under the
ruse of an assessment for the development of the industry a
part of their profits.

Wherefore, the committee recommends the adoption of
the following order:

Ordered, That a copy of this report be transmitted to the
Attorney-General and that the Attorney-General be re-
quested, unless immediate action is taken by the New
England Fish Exchange to discontinue the assessments levied
for the alleged purpose of developing the fish industry, to
ascertain what action may be taken on the part of the
Commonwealth in the premises to secure a permanent
discontinuance of the said assessments.

For the committee

ALPHEUS SANFORD.

Senate, April 9, 1918.
Order adopted.

Sent down for concurrence.

HENRY D. COOLIDGE, Clerk.


