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Commissioners on Fisheries and Game

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives ,
In compliance with the provisions of chapter 131, General

Acts of 1919, the Board of Commissioners on Fisheries and
Game presents herewith the part of its fifty-fourth annual
report, covering the year Dec. 1, 1918, to Nov. 30, 1919, which
contains recommendations for legislative action, each accom-
panied by a draft of a bill embodying the legislation recom-
mended.

Respectful ly submitted, for the Board,

WILLIAM C. ADAMS,

QTbe Commontocaltf) of Q^assacJnisetts.

Chairman





RECOMMENDATIONS TO EE CONTAINED IN THE
FIFTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ON FISHERIES
AND GAME FOR THE YEAR 1919.

The Board of Commissioners on Fisheries and Game re-
spectfully recommend the passage of laws designed to accom-
plish the following purposes:

1. To allow the Commissioner of Conservation to make
rules and regulations to control the taking of salmon.

The commissioners believe that the taking of salmon may
be best regulated by rules and regulations as the conditions
may indicate changes needed, and the matter of seasons,
etc., can best be regulated in this manner.

2. To extend the close season on black bass and establish
a catch limit thereon.

Many fishermen do not use judgment in this regard and
in the excitement of catching bass take more fish than they
need or can use. Others make a business of fishing for mar-
ket, and some bag limit is necessary to conserve our bass
supply. The close season during the winter is asked to con-
serve the bass for the next breeding season.

3. To stop the sale of pickerel and establish a catch limit
thereon.

This is imperative because market fishermen are rapidly
killing out the breeding fish in many of our great ponds, and
they must be checked if we are to continue to have pickerel.

4. To establish a catch limit on horned pout and yellow
perch and establish a close seasbn on horned pout.

Our waters are being sadly depleted by many. heedless
fishermen, and unless these small fish are given a chance to
reproduce they will soon be killed out. Horned pouts care
for their young, and if the adults are taken during the breed-
ing season many schools of these small fish are lost.
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5. To allow the Commissioner of Conservation to screen
certain ponds and streams.

Many times it seems as if all efforts to stock certain
waters are without result. Many species of fish adapted to
pond life are salt-water-seeking at certain times of the year,
and will leave ponds and rivers if not retained by screens,
which many times may be erected at a small cost and con-
serve large quantities of small fish at flood times.

6. To repeal chapter 312 of the General Acts of 1917, and
chapter 212 of the General Acts of 1918, and enact in place
of said acts a new act carrying the essential features of the
above acts and annulling certain inconsistencies and adding
new sections to make it more consistent with the needs of
the fishermen.

This is in conformity with the suggestions of deputies and
fishermen after having given it two years’ trial.

7. To correct an unintentional error in chapter 20 of the
General Acts of 1917.

In this act the words “or having in possession,’ in the
first line, were omitted. These words are very necessary
to the proper enforcement of this act, as a person seen com-
ing from the woods with one of these protected birds would
not be liable unless it could be proven that they had “taken
or killed” the bird, which in some cases it would be impos-
sible to do.

8. To extend the close season on ruffed grouse.
The breeding season of ruffed grouse in 1919 seems to have

been fairly good, and more birds are in our covers, but we
do not think that the danger point has been more than
temporarily covered, and that a longer period of protection
is needed. Birds which are legally taken in other States and
countries, and are the property of hunters who have legally
taken them, should be allowed to be brought in if not in

violation of the laws of the States from whence they came.

Five days should be allowed to come from some of the back
woods of Maine and New Brunswick.

9. To allow the sale of the skin and body of raccoons and
other fur-bearing animals.

As the law does not seem to be clear about the sale and
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possession of the bodies and skins of raccoons and other
fur-bearing animals, this new law is necessary to definitely
state that they could be taken and sold legally. The prin-
cipal object of the law was primarily to be sure the fur was
in prime condition and to insure better pelts and prices.

10. To prohibit cats on certain areas which are noted as
breeding grounds for birds.

The law relative to cats on the island of Muskeget has
been very beneficial to the summer bird colonies, and the
further extention of this law is asked to cover other islands
that are especially noted for bird colonies, and it will be a
hardship on no one to order that cats shall not be taken on
to these areas.

11. To dispose of certain property not at the present time
used by the department.

This hatchery was established under chapter 60 of the
Resolves of 1898, and had been used until the winter of
1918. The results have been poor compared with our other
stations, and the water supply is inadequate and cannot be
supplemented. Fish hatched at this station are not strong,
fry cannot be kept for a reasonable length of time after
hatching, and the hatchery is too expensive to maintain for
the amount of fish which are reared. We consider that it is
not an economical proposition to try to continue this station.

12. To clarify the provisions of.section 8 of chapter 291
of the General Acts of 1919, which has confused both the
clerks and the deputies as to the meaning and scope of thi
section.

A more concise wording must be given so that there will
be no confusion or misinterpretation as to who is entitled to
a trapping license. A fee is necessary to compensate the
town and city clerks for their work in issuing these trapping
certificates.

10. lo shorten the open season and place a bag limit on
rabbits and hares, or our rabbits will be exterminated.



■ ■ ■■ ■ ■■ ■






