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Bill accompanying the petition of Ralph M. Smith and others

relative to the calling out of military forces in cases of public emer-
gency. Joint Judiciary. January 13.

1 1Vhereas, The deferred operation, of the following act
2 under the provisions of the forty-eighth amendment to
3 the constitution would substantially defeat its purpose,
4 accordingly the same is hereby declared to be an emer-
-5 gency measure, as necessary for the immediate preserva-
-6 tion of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-six of chapter three hun-
-2 dred and twenty-seven of the General Acts of nineteen
3 hundred and seventeen is hereby amended by striking
4 out the words “in case of public catastrophe”, so that
5 said section as amended shall read: Section 26. In
6 case of a tumult, riot, mob or body of persons acting
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7 together by force to violate or resist the laws of the
8 commonwealth, or when such tumult, riot or mob is
9 threatened, or when the usual police provisions are inade-

-10 quate to preserve order and afford protection to persons
11 and property, and the fact appears to the commander-
-12 in-chief to the sheriff of a county, to the mayor of a city
13 or to the selectmen of a town, the commander-in-chief
14 may issue his order, or such sheriff, mayor or selectmen
15 may issue a precept, directed to any commander of a
16 brigade, regiment, naval brigade or battalion, battalion,
17 squadron, corps of cadets or company, within the juris-
-18 diction of the officer issuing such order or precept, direct-
-19 ing him to order his command, or any part thereof, to
20 appear at a time and place therein specified to aid the
21 civil authority in suppressing such violations and support-
-22 ing the laws; which precept shall be in substance as fol-
-23 lows:

25 To (insert the officer’s title), A.8., commanding (insert
26 his command).
27 Whereas, It appears to (the sheriff, mayor or the select-
-28 men), of the (county, city or town) of , that
29 (here state ohe or more of the causes above mentioned) in
30 our of , and that military force
31 is necessary to aid the civil authority in suppressing the
32 same; now, therefore, we command you that you cause
33 (the command or such part thereof as may be desired),
34 armed and equipped with ammunition and with proper

36 and there to obey such orders as may be given according
37 to law. Hereof fail not at your peril, and have you there
38 this precept with your doings returned thereon.
39 This precept shall be signed by the sheriff, mayor or

35 officers, to parade at , on ,
then
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40 selectmen, and may be varied to suit the circumstances of
41 the case; and a copy of the same shall immediately be
42 forwarded by the sheriff, mayor or selectmen to the
43 commander-in-chief.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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