
HOUSE No. 337
Bill accompanying the petition of the selectmen of the town of West-

field for legislation relative to the apportionment of the cost of the new
bridge over the Connecticut river between the city of Springfield and
the town of West Springfield. Roads and Bridges. January 14.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty.

AN ACT
To provide for a Distribution of the Cost of the Bridge

across the Connecticut River between Springfield and
West Springfield.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. That on the application of the mayor and
2 aldermen of the city of Holyoke, or of any city or town
3 in the county of Hampden, to the supreme judicial
4 court for the county of Hampden, a board of commis-
-5 sioners shall be appointed by the said court, or by any
6 justice thereof, consisting of three disinterested and
7 suitable persons not residents of the county of Hampden,
8 for the purposes hereinafter stated.

1 Section 2. The said commissioners, after notice and a
2 hearing, shall determine what cities and towns in the
3 county of Hampden are or will be directly and specially
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4 benefited by the erection of the bridge to be constructed
5 under the authority of and in accordance with chapter
6 two hundred and fifty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred
7 and fifteen, and what proportional part of the cost of the
8 said bridge and of its approaches, and of the highways
9 to be laid out from them to existing highways, and of

10 the damages and of the cost of altering railroad tracks
11 and of the cost of maintaining and keeping the said bridge
12 in repair and of all other expenses incurred under said
13 chapter two hundred and fifty-two of the acts of nineteen
14 hundred and fifteen and of this act shall be paid by said
15 county and by such cities and towns respectively. The
16 word "expenses” shall be construed to include the com-
-17 pensation of the commissioners appointed under the
18 provisions of this act, and of those appointed under the
19 provisions of chapter two hundred and fifty-two of the
20 acts of nineteen hundred and fifteen, and of the county
21 commissioners for services performed under the provisions
22 of chapter two hundred and fifty-two, of the acts of
23 nineteen hundred and fifteen which compensation shall
24 be such as shall be determined by the supreme judicial
25 court, and also the expenses incurred by all three said
26 boards of commissioners, and including the expenses for
27 engineering and other expert services deemed necessary
28 by them to enable them to discharge their duties: pro-
-29 vided, however, that no city or town shall be liable for the
30 cost of any of the said approaches or highways to be laid
31 out from them to existing highways, or for damage or
32 compensation for land or buildings purchased or taken
33 for said approaches, or for any cost caused by raising or
34 altering the tracks of the New York, New Haven and
35 Hartford Railroad Company or any expense or damage
36 to said company caused by raising or altering the grade
37 of its grounds or buildings, or for any plans, engineering
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38 or other expert services that may have been or may here-
-39 after be incurred with respect to or in connection with
40 laying out and constructing such new highways or with
41 any alterations or changes of grades, of the tracks, build-
-42 ings or grounds of said railroad company, other than the
43 city or town in which such approaches, highways or
44 railroad are situated.

1 Section 3. The said commissioners appointed under
2 this act, or a majority of them, shall make a return of
3 their decision of the matters entrusted to them by this
4 act to the supreme judicial court for the county of
5 Hampden, and the decree of said court confirming the
6 decision shall be final and binding.

1 Section 4. So much of the decision of the commis-
-2 sioners appointed under chapter two hundred and fifty-
3 two of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifteen as is
4 inconsistent with the decision of the commissioners to be
5 appointed under this act, shall be superseded thereby and
6 the remainder shall be in full force and effect; and the
7 decision of the commissioners to be appointed under this
8 act may be enforced in the same manner provided for by
9 section nine of chapter two hundred and fifty-two of the

10 acts of nineteen hundred and fifteen.
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