
HOUSE No. 352
Bill accompanying the petition of the Massachusetts State Branch of

the American Federation of Labor and State Building Trades Work-
men relative to creating a lien for personal labor and constituting said
lien an underlying claim. Joint Judiciary. January 14.

AN ACT
Creating a Lien for Personal Labor and constituting said

Lien as an Underlying Claim having Priority over All
Others.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. A person to whom a debt is due for per-
-2 sonal labor performed in the erection, alteration, repair
3 or removal of any building or structure shall have an
4 underlying lien upon such building or structure and the
5 land upon which it rests and upon the interest of the
6 owner therein.
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1 Section 2. The owner or owners of any building,
2 structure or land upon which labor is performed as pro-
-3 vided in section one shall be liable in an action of con-
-4 tract to the person performing 'such labor.
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1 Section 3. The lien shall be dissolved unless the per-
-2 son claiming it, within sixty days after he ceased to labor
3 on or to furnish labor or materials for the building or
4 structure, files in the registry of deeds for the county or
5 district in which it is situated a statement, signed and
6 sworn to by him or a person in his behalf, giving a just
7 and true account of the amount due him, with all just
8 credits, a description of the property intended to be cov-
-9 ered by the lien sufficiently accurate for identification and
10 the name of the owner or owners of such property, if
11 known. If a lien is claimed for labor only performed or
12 furnished under an entire contract which includes both
13 labor and materials at an entire price, the contract price,
14 the number of days of labor performed or furnished and
15 the value of the same shall also be stated. The statement
1(5 shall not be invalid or insufficient solely by reason of an
17 inaccuracy in stating or failing to state the contract
18 price, the number of days of labor performed or furnished,
19 and the value of the same, if it is shown that there was
20 no intention to mislead and that the parties entitled to
21 notice of the statement were not in fact misled thereby.

1 Section 4. The validity of the lien shall not be effected
2 by an inaccuracy in the statement relative to the property
3 to which it attaches, if such property can be reasonably
4 recognized from the description, nor by an inaccuracy in
5 stating the amount due for labor or materials, unless it is
6 shown that the person filing the statement has wilfully

and knowingly claimed more than is due to him.

1 Section 5. Nothing in this act shall prevent the per-
-2 sons entitled to a lien under it from maintaining an ac-
-3 tion at law against the person for whom the labor was
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4 performed as well as against the owner
5 land, building or structure upon which
6 and as if he had no lien.

1 Section 6. All acts and parts of
2 herewith are hereby repealed.
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