
HOUSE No. 369

Bill accompanying the petition of March G. Bennett relative to
creating the Federation of Metropolitan Boston and providing an
advisory representative council therefor. Metropolitan Affairs.
January 14.

AN ACT
To create the Federation of Metropolitan Boston and to

provide an Advisory Representative Council therefor.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled/, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The cities and towns which are now in-
-2 eluded within the metropolitan park district, or the
3 metropolitan sewer district, or the metropolitan water
4 district, or in all of them, and such other cities and
5 towns as may hereafter be joined to either or all of said
6 districts, shall constitute a federation which shall be
7 known as metropolitan Boston, and the mayors of said
8 cities and the chairman of the boards of selectmen of
9 said towns or duly authorized representatives thereof,

10 shall constitute a body" which shall be known as the
11 metropolitan Boston council.
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1 Section 2. Said council shall serve without compen-
sation, shall hold its first meeting each year in the city

3 hall in Boston on the second Wednesday in January and
4 other meetings at such other times and places as it may
5 by vote determine; shall be called to order at the first
6 meeting each year by the mayor of Boston; shall elect
7 by ballot from its membership a president, a secretary
8 and such other officers as it may deem necessary, and
9 shall adopt suitable rules for governing its deliberations.

1 Section 3. It shall be the duty of said secretary to
2 procure and lay before said council copies of all petitions,
3 bills, resolves and reports concerning matters affecting
4 said metropolitan Boston that are submitted to the gen-
-5 eral court for consideration, and said council shall sub-
-6 mit to the general court or to committees thereof, from
7 time to time, either orally by duly authorized represent-
-8 atives, or in writing, reports of such action as said coun-
-9 cil may take upon any such petition, bill, resolve or
10 report, or other matter concerning said district, together
11 with the vote showing which municipalities voted in the
12 affirmative and which in the negative upon the question.
13 All votes shall be taken by municipalities, and each
14 municipality shall be entitled to one vote: provided, how-
lb ever, that in voting upon any proposed legislation aft’ect-
-16 ing the metropolitan sewer, water or park districts only
17 those municipalities which are included in the districts
18 affected shall be entitled to vote upon it.

1 Section 4. Said council shall receive and consider
2 all petitions and memorials relating to the affairs of met-
3 ropolitan Boston that may be laid before it by citizens
4 or commercial or, other organizations, and take such
5 action upon them as it deems advisable; shall transmit to
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6 the legislature or any committee thereof, upon request,
7 any information upon such metropolitan affairs as it has
8 in its possession or can reasonably obtain, shall, upon
9 request and authorization of the legislature, inquire into

10 any matters relating to metropolitan Boston and report
11 back their findings thereon, and may, through its presi-
-12 dent, petition or memorialize the legislature upon any
13 metropolitan affairs.

1 Section 5. The metropolitan district commission shall,
2 when so requested by said council, appear before said
3 council or committee thereof, and furnish such informa-
-4 tion as said council may require concerning the mainte-
-5 nance and operation of their several departments.

1 Section 6. The bureau of statistics shall compile and
2 publish every fifth year, or oftener if the head of said
3 bureau shall deem it advisable, the combined statistics of
4 population, valuation, commerce, manufactures, and all
5 other accessible statistics, whether from the national or
6 the state census, of said metropolitan Boston, under the
7 title of Statistics of Metropolitan Boston; and in all of
8 the publications of the bureau in which the separate sta-
-9 tistics of the cities and towns constituting metropolitan

10 Boston appear, the totals of all such statistics shall also
11 appear as the statistics of metropolitan Boston: ‘provided ,

12 hoivever, that the publication of these statistics shall not
13 interfere in any way with the publication of the statistics
14 of any of the individual communities constituting said
15 metropolitan Boston.

1 Section 7. Said council may employ such clerical
2 assistance and contract for such contingent expenses as it
3 deems necessary for the proper conduct of its business,
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4 and the cost thereof shall in the first instance be paid by
5 the commonwealth, when authorized by a two thirds vote
6 of said council; and shall be included in the annual
7 assessment of the cities and towns comprising said dis-
-8 trict, in proportion to the amount assessed upon each
9 city or town for metropolitan water, sewer and park

10 maintenance.

I'
1 Section 8. This act shall take effect in respect to
2 each municipality, upon its acceptance by a majority
3 vote of the city council of each city, or of the board of
4 selectmen of each town.
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