
Bill accompanying the petition of George R. Ellis relative to con-
structing direct highway routes between cities and towns. Roads and
Bridges. January 16.

AN ACT
To promote the Construction of Direct Routes between

Cities and Towns of the State and Contiguous Cities and
Towns of Other States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folloxvs:

1 Section 1. The words “direct route”, as used in this
2 act, shall mean the route obtaining the higher “score”,
•3 according to the points allowed in section three.

1 Section 2. Whenever the state highway authorities
2 propose to build a road of the so-called “permanent”
3 nature or a piece of state road of more than two miles
4 in length, whether to be built with state funds alone, or
5 with town or county funds in addition, they shall first
fi make an estimate of the cost of construction and make
7 a report on the following points, viz.; character of forma-
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8 tion or existing roadbed, whether springy or dry, sandy,
9 loamy, clayey, gravelly, stony or of whatever nature

10 it may be; availibility of gravel or other road building
11 material, with its estimated wearing quality, approximate
12 average length of haul, approximate cost of draining,
13 widening, bridging, straightening, rolling, oiling, tarring,
14 and total cost. Such report in case there are two or
15 more routes connecting the terminals, between which said
16 road is proposed to be built, shall contain the “scores”
17 called for in section three and shall be filed in the office
18 of the state highway authorities and shall at proper
19 times be open to the inspection of senators and represent-
-20 atives and other interested citizens, and a copy of said
21 report shall be filed in the office of the selectmen of the
22 town or towns in which the road is to be located, likewise
23 open to inspection.

1 Section 3. Whenever a road is to be built connecting
2 tivo neighboring or adjacent towns or cities (the road
3 need not necessarily connect what is known as the centers
4 of towns or cities) the highway authorities of the state,
5 if the road proposed is more than two miles in length,
6 and there are twr o or more routes connecting the said
7 towns or cities or parts thereof, if it is not plainly evi-
-8 dent which is the more “direct” route as defined here-
9 after, shall make a score of each of the two routes con

10 sidered the “more direct” according to the followin
11 points, viz.:
12 First. Allowance for character of existing foundation
13 or road-bed, whether springy, dry, clayey, sandy, loamy,
14 gravelly, stony or of whatever character it may be, an
15 allowance of as much as twenty-five points for what is
16 considered an excellent natural foundation. The allow-
-17 ance for a ivet, clayey soil that has to be dua: out and
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18 refilled shall be a negative allowance, that is Subtracted
19 from the total. The character of foundation shall be
20 reported in quarter-miles, half-miles, miles or in some
21 other convenient way, according to the various qualities
22 thereof, and averaged or estimated for the whole distance
23 to be constructed.
24 Second. The wearing qualities of the gravel or other
25 road building material lying along the routes, as high as
26 twenty-five points for best qualities and other qualities
27 proportionately.
28 Third. Ease or difficulty in loading and hauling the
29 gravel and delivering it along the routes, as high as
30 twenty-five points for exceptionally low cost and higher
31 costs proportionately less.
32 Fourth. Safety; ten points to be deducted from the
33 score of any route for each grade crossing of a steam
34 railroad crossing at practically a right angle, with view of
35 approaching trains unobstructed; twenty points for each
36 crossing where view is obstructed or the crossing is made
37 at a decided angle; other dangers proportionately.
38 Fifth. Grade and distance, between the two towns or
39 cities to be connected, to be reckoned according to some
40 standard established by the state highway authorities
41 either by measuring accurately the amount of gasoline
42 required to haul a full truck load, both ways, over each
43 route, or by some other fair test; an allowance of twenty-
-44 five points for what they consider an excellent grade for
45 the distance; allowance for what is below excellent
46 proportionately.
47 Sixth. Points up to twenty-five to be allowed alsc
48 for grading, etc., in an inverse proportion to the cost:
49 cost to be reckoned only for distance to be constructed
50 in case one or both routes can make use of “permanent’
51 or state-road already constructed in which the cost oi
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52 making easier grades shall be a part. Cost of construc-
53 tion under this head shall also include excavating, widen-
-54 ing, bridging, straightening, rolling, oiling or tarring any
55 other item that has not already been included.
56 Seventh. Cost of repairing or up-keep to be reckoned
57 inversely proportional to estimated cost, allowance up to
58 twenty-five points for exceptionally low costs, higher
59 costs proportionately less, to be reckoned for whole dis-
-60 tance, even on parts of route that may have been pre-
-61 viouslv constructed. Route having larger number of
62 combined points is the more “direct.’

1 Section 4. The highway authorities shall apportion
2 the funds at their disposal among the towns according
3 to their discretion, subject to the state laws according to
4 the generosity of the towns, in making appropriations
5 first for “direct routes” and secondly for other state-
-6 aided projects, making allowance for the means at the
7 disposal of the towns and their ability to help.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


