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©I)c iHommonrocaltl) of ittassadjusctte.

R E PO R T R E LA TIV E  TO TH E STO RAGE OF IL LU M I
N ATIN G  GAS IN  TH E C IT Y  OF BOSTON.

In B o a r d  o f  G a s  a n d  E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  
B o s t o n ,  N o v .  2 4 ,  1 9 1 9 .

To the General Court.

At the legislative session of the current year the following 
resolve was adopted: —

C h a p t e r  2 3 .

R e s o l v e  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a n  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  S t o r a g e  
o f  I l l u m i n a t i n g  G a s  i n  t h e  C i t v  o f  B o s t o n .

Resolved, That the board of gas and electric light commissioners be 
directed to inquire into the subject matter of house bill numbered 
twelve hundred and ninety-one, entitled “ An Act relative to the storage 
of illuminating gas in the city of Boston” , and to report the results of 
its investigation, with recommendations of such legislation as it may 
deem expedient, to the next general court on or before the first Wednesday 
in January. [Approved M ay 15, 1919.

House Bill No. 1291, therein referred to, reads as follows: —

A n  A c t  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  S t o r a g e  o f  I l l u m i n a t i n g  G a s  i n  t h e  C i t y

o f  B o s t o n .
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

S e c t i o n  1. It shall be unlawful to maintain or operate a  gasometer 
wherein illuminating gas is preserved, kept or stored within one hundred 
rods of a dwelling house in the city of Boston.

S e c t i o n  2 . A n y  p e r s o n , f irm  o r  c o r p o r a t io n  w h o  v io la te s  t h e  p r o 
v is io n s  of s e c t io n  o n e  s h a ll  b e  p u n is h e d  b y  a  fin e  o f  o n e  t h o u s a n d  d o lla r s  
for e a c h  d a y  t h a t  s u c h  v i o l a t i o n  c o n t in u e s .

S e c t i o n  3 . W h o e v e r  s u ffe rs  in ju r y  o r  d a m a g e  b y  th e  m a in te n a n c e



of a gasometer contrary to the provisions of section one may recover 
damages therefor in an action of tort against the person, firm or corpora
tion violating said provisions.

Pursuant to the provisions of said resolve, the Board has 
made the inquiry therein directed, and submits the results of 
its investigation, as follows: —

In the course of the Board’s inquiry a public hearing was 
held at which certain residents of that part of Boston known 
as the North End were present or represented, and the Boston 
Consolidated Gas Company was represented by its officers. At 
this hearing it appeared that the bill was prepared and sub
mitted by the residents of the North End in question, with the 
specific purpose of eliminating the so-called North End holder 
of said company, because alleged to be a menace to life and 
property, a nuisance and annoyance to the neighborhood and a 
hindrance to its development for business and residential pur
poses. But the proposed act affects other gas holders, and in 
view of this fact the Board deems it necessary to set forth 
briefly the character of the structures and their functions in 
relation to the public needs and welfare.

G a s  H o l d e r s .

Gasometers (or, as more commonly termed, gas holders) are 
employed to store gas as it is made, and for its subsequent 
delivery and distribution through the mains. It consists of 
two members, a tank and telescoping cylindrical sections. The 
upper section is domed, and it, like a beaker inverted, and the 
other sections work freely up and down in the tank, which is 
filled with water. The sections are made of steel boiler plate 
and the tank of reinforced concrete or iron, and may be con
structed either partially or wholly under ground, or, in the case 
of iron, entirely above ground. The gas enters and leaves the 
holder through pipes coming up through the foundation of the 
tank and the water. As gas is lighter than air, the sections 
rise on its entrance and reach their full height when that 
volume of gas has been received for the storage of which the 
holder is designed. The sections or lifts are guided and sup
ported as they rise or fall by an exterior framework. Around



the lower edge of each section or lift is an upturned flange or 
“ cup,”  which fills with water when immersed in the tank and 
engages with a downturned flange on the next section as the 
holder ;s raised, the water in the cup furnishing a seal to pre
vent the escape of gas. Since the gas in the holder is cut off 
from all contact with the air, explosion cannot take place.

The pressure of gas, commonly measured by a device known 
as a pressure gauge graduated into inches and tenths, in a 
holder is about 4 or 5 ounces to the square inch, and it raises 
the movable sections or lifts because of the large enclosed area 
relative to the weight of the sections. The water in the tank 
and in the “ cups”  of the lifts is kept from freezing in winter 
by the injection of steam. Rainwater and melting snow run 
down the sides of the lifts and are caught by the “ cups,”  and 
help to dilute and freshen the water which they contain. The 
tank is open, and therefore is not subjected to any greater 
pressure than the weight of the water contained.

The framework of a holder should be of sufficient strength 
not only to guide and support the lifts, but to withstand wind 
pressure. The lifts should be of sufficient strength not only to 
withstand the gas pressure inside and wind pressure outside, 
but the weight of snows which may gather on the top of the 
holder. Properly designed, built and operated, a holder is 
as safe as, and an even safer structure than, an office or factory 
building, storehouse or tenement building. So far as the 
Board is advised, a gas holder, as such, has no effect upon 
insurance rates of surrounding property, but might in a partic
ular case add to the rate a small exposure charge if a building 
is located within 100 feet of a gas holder. British experience of 
injuries to gas holders during air raids, when in a number of 
instances gas holders were struck, the plates ruptured and the 
escaping gas ignited, is informing. A  statement of these cases 
is given in the “ British Gas Journal”  of June 3, 1919, and the 
writer of the article, H. Townsend, reaches this conclusion: —

The foregoing particulars prove conclusively how safe gas works really 
are. Numerous gas holders have been destroyed by enemy shells, by 
bombs from hostile aircraft, and by explosions at adjacent munition 
works; but in every case the gas contained in them has either escaped 
harmlessly into the air, or has quietly burnt itself out. In the case of



the Silvertown disaster no less than 8,000,000 cubic feet were fired, and 
London lit up by the blaze; but there was no explosion or damage done 
except to the gas holder itself. This should surely remove the long- 
existing prejudice of the public, and show them how groundless their 
apprehensions are.

The water in the tank in time absorbs certain chemical 
elements from the gas which have decided, somewhat un
pleasant, but not injurious odors. As the lifts lower and rise, 
the water in the cups brings to the outer air some of these 
elements, and the odors are then, or may be, given off. But 
the exposed surface of water in the cups is so small compared 
with the water in the tank, and is so diluted and freshened by 
rains and snow as already described, that the odors released 
cannot be of great strength or quantity or long continued. 
When steam is being introduced into the water in freezing 
weather there is a sound of escaping steam, or perhaps a gurgling 
noise. As the lifts lower or rise there is also apt to be more or 
less dull rumbling or creaking.

N o r t h  E n d  H o l d e r .

The so-called North End holder of the Boston Consolidated 
Gas Company stands on a large tract of land on the northerly 
slope of Copps Hill, bounded by Commercial, Hull, Snowhill 
and Prince streets, on which a gas works was first located in 
1828. The company ceased to manufacture gas at these works 
early in 1905, and immediately thereafter erected on that part 
of the tract, adjacent to Prince and Snowhill streets the gas 
holder in question. Its tank rests on the ground upon a con
crete foundation at about the grade of Prince street. The 
tank is 160 feet in diameter and 35 feet high, and holds about 
5,000,000 gallons of water. The exterior framework is fastened 
to the sides of the tank. There are four lifts, and the whole 
structure rises to a height of 140 feet above the foundation. 
The holder has a storage capacity of 2,500,000 cubic feet of 
gas.

It was erected under a permit issued by the building depart
ment of the city of Boston, June 28, 1905, and was constructed 
by the Bartlett-Hayward Company of Baltimore, one of the



most reliable builders of structures of this character. It is said 
to have been designed with large factors of safety to meet every 
stress or strain to which its plates or members might be sub
jected. There is no reason to doubt the com pany’s claim that 
it was properly designed and constructed and is being.properly 
operated.

All of the buildings formerly on the tract and not directly 
connected with the operation of the holder have been recently 
demolished, and it is the company’s purpose to dispose of the 
land not needed for the maintenance.and operation of the holder 
as soon as a satisfactory sale can be made. The land to be sold 
comprises about 70,000 feet fronting on Commercial, Hull and 
Prince streets, and the land upon which the holder and build
ings or structures used in connection therewith stand has an 
area of more than an acre. A plan attached, marked “ A ,”  
shows the outline of the land and the location of the holder, 
and the other structures or buildings still in use.

The neighborhood of the holder is admitted by all to be one 
of the most densely populated districts in the city. Within a 
period of thirty years the population has undergone several 
distinct changes in racial character, and in all probability this 
changing process is not ended. This locality for many years 
has been attractive to the more newly arrived people from 
foreign shores. The houses on Prince and Snowhill streets 
abutting on the holder site throng with tenants. To the neigh
borhood the presence of the holder is obviously objectionable 
because of its height and unsightliness, and the groundless, 
though sincere, fears excited by the character of its contents 
and the noises which are heard from time to time as herein
before described. The people who own or rent the houses in 
this section are industrious and thrifty, and have developed 
a commendable community spirit looking to the improvement 
of the district. It was not claimed that real estate in the 
vicinity had not increased in value in spite of the holder, but 
that the increase had been retarded and was subnormal as 
compared with similar real estate not affected by the presence 
of a gas holder.

The holder cost when erected *200,000. It would cost con



siderably more to-day. It could be taken down and re-erected 
elsewhere at approximately one-half the cost of a new holder.
If removed from its present location its site would probably be 
utilized for houses and buildings for business or industrial pur
poses. While such buildings would not rise to the height of 
the holder, they would doubtless cover the area more com
pletely and interfere as much as, if not more than, the holder 
with light and air for the tenement houses on the further 
sides of Prince and Snowhill streets. In this connection it 
may be said that after the completion of the North End ) 
holder, twenty-seven actions were brought on March 29, 1909, 
against the company to recover damages suffered in the rental 
value and beneficial use of real estate in the vicinity, due to 
the alleged escape of gas and deleterious odors from, and to the 
noises caused by the operation of, the gas holder. The cases 
were referred to former Judge Robert 0 . Harris, as auditor, 
and were tried before him. He filed an exhaustive report and 
found for the defendants; but in case the court might find that 
his conclusion was not warranted by the facts reported, as an 
alternative finding assessed damages in seventeen cases, 
aggregating 82,433. When the cases reached a jury they were 
compromised, without further trial, by an aggregate payment 
to the plaintiffs in settlement of between 86,000 and 86,500.

O t h e r  G a s  H o l d e r s  in  B o s t o n .

The principal source of supply of the gas distributed by the 
Boston Consolidated Gas Company is at Everett. The gas is 
brought to Boston by capacious pipe lines, one leading through 
Charlestown to the North End holder, and the other through 
Charlestown, Somerville and Cambridge to the former Brook
line com pany’s works on Cambridge street, Allston. Here two 
good-sized holders are located. Large mains passing through 
Brighton, Brookline, Roxbury and Dorchester and the city proper 
connect these two gateways,— the North End and Allston.  ̂
Holders also of varying size are located at the company s gen
erating works at Commercial Point and the Calf Pasture, respec
tively, and in Jamaica Plain, at Hilton and Gerard streets, 
Roxbury and Dorchester. In the layout of the company s



distribution system the holders at the North End, Roxbury and 
Allston play an especially important part in maintaining and 
balancing an adequate service in the territory supplied.

In East Boston the East Boston Gas Company has holders 
at its works on East Eagle and Chelsea streets. In Charles
town the Charlestown Gas and Electric Company has a holder 
at its works on Arlington Avenue and Hamblen Street. In 
Hyde Park the Dedham and Hyde Park Gas and Electric 
Light Company has a small holder on B Street. All of these 
holders are essential to the maintenance of the service under
taken by these several companies. It is true, however, that 
the holders might be relocated without detriment to the service 
if suitable sites could be found, and it was deemed expedient 
to incur the necessary and substantial expense of making the 
changes.

In the accompanying report of the Board’s engineer the 
locations of the several holders mentioned are shown, and the 
character of the buildings in their vicinity and their proximity 
to the holders is described and indicated. In every instance, 
save one, the limit proposed in section 1 of House Bill No. 
1291 includes a large number of dwelling houses as well as other 
buildings used for business or industrial purposes. N o other 
instance, however, is comparable to the case of the North End 
holder, with a large population dwelling within a stone’s throw 
of its site, although in several instances the nearest dwelling 
to a holder is within 100 feet. Moreover, there are few, if any, 
feasible sites for holders in the whole city that would conform 
to the provisions of said bill.

E x i s t i n g  L a w s .

The building law of the city of Boston is contained in chapter 
550 of the Acts o f the year 1907 and subsequent acts amending 
and adding to its provisions. This law authorizes the building 
commissioner to grant permits “ for the construction, alter
ation, removal or tearing down of buildings or structures”  
(section 1), and prohibits the construction or alteration of any 
budding, structure or foundation without a permit and such 
work shall be done in accordance with drawings bearing the



approval of the commissioner”  (section 12). In view of these 
provisions no gas holder can be erected in Boston without such 
permit, and as already stated, a permit was duly granted for the 
erection of the North End holder, of which complaint is made.

The building law as originally enacted prescribed in con
siderable detail the character and strength of materials to be 
used in buildings. But these provisions were not applicable 
to such structures as gas holders, nor were there any other 
provisions so applicable until chapter 179 of the Special Acts of 
1918 modified and extended the law in this respect, and the i 
provisions in question no longer relate to buildings only, but are 
broad enough in terms and in detail to cover structures such as 
gas holders.

The law limiting the height of buildings or structures 
expressly excludes gas holders from its operation (Acts of 1905, 
chapter 383, section 4). It permits, in the district in which the 
North End holder is situated, a building to be erected to a 
height not exceeding two and a half times the width of the 
widest street on which it stands, but not exceeding 125 feet in 
any case. This last provision is of interest in connection with 
the subject under inquiry only so far as it indicates the extent 
of possible interference with light and air were a building or 
buildings to occupy the site of the North End holder.

So far as the Board is advised, the above-mentioned statutes 
are all that relate to the erection and structural safety of gas 
holders in Boston.

In so far as a gas holder may become a nuisance and a 
menace to the health of the neighborhood, aside from the 
remedy to a private individual who suffers injury such as was 
sought in the cases already described, there is ample authority 
in the board of health to require that the nuisance be abated 
(Revised Laws, chapter 75, section G5). But action under its 
provisions could not go so far as to require the removal of a 
gas holder which offended. There is also a provision in the I 
same chapter (section 91) authorizing the board of health to 
assign certain places “ for the exercise of any trade or employ
ment which is a nuisance or hurtful to the inhabitants, in
jurious to their estates, dangerous to the public health or is



attended by noisome and injurious odors.”  But the decisions, 
as well as the language of this section, indicate that it is not 
applicable to gas holders, for they are not necessarily offensive, 
and may become so only if improperly constructed or negli
gently operated.

In section 132 of chapter 742 of the Acts of the year 1914 
there is a provision which has been a part of the general law 
applicable to gas companies since 1855, and was also incorpo
rated in all special charters of gas companies: —•

The mayor and aldermen or corresponding body of cities and the select
men of towns, respectively, may regulate, restrict and control all acts 
and doings of a corporation which is subject to the provisions of this act 
and which may in any manner affect the health, safety, convenience or 
property of the inhabitants of their respective cities or towns. . . .

It has never been construed by the Supreme Court, and 
because of its context it has been claimed that its scope is 
limited to matters pertaining to the laying and maintenance of 
pipes in the public streets. How far this contention would be 
sustained might, in the Board’s opinion, depend on the facts 
in the individual case.

C ONCLUSIONS.

The gas holders now standing within the limits of the city of 
Boston, and particularly the North End holder, are lawful 
structures. A  gas holder properly designed, constructed and 
operated is not per se a menace to the public safety and health, 
even though located in a thickly settled Community such as the 
North End. The laws now in force requiring permits and 
prescribing suitable safeguards for the structural safety of gas 
holders hereafter erected are ample. The use to which a 
holder is put is such as to involve little likelihood of developing 
structural weaknesses and possible danger to the public safety 
or health.

So far as gas holders in use may become a nuisance or a 
menace to the public health, the board of health, as already 
indicated, has full power to deal with the situation, and in 
addition any party injured has his remedy at law for damages



or in equity to enjoin the nuisance. A  gas company cannot be 
deprived without compensation of the beneficial use of a gas 
holder merely on aesthetic grounds or for the irnprovernentjof 
the neighborhood in which it stands.

In view of all the facts the Board deems that the proposed 
legislation is inexpedient.

Respectfully submitted,

ALONZO R. W EED,
M O RRIS SCHAFF, 
SOLOMON LEWENBERG,

Commissioners.
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R E PO R T TO TH E  B O ARD  ON TH E LOCATION AND 
SU RRO U N D IN G S OF GAS H OLDERS 'IN THE CITY 
OF BOSTON M A D E  W IT H  REFEREN CE TO CHAP
TE R  23 OF TH E RESOLVES OF 1919.

B o s t o n , N o v . 15, 1919.
To the Board.

In accordance with the instructions of the Board I have 
made an inspection of the location of the gas holders, within 
the limits of the city of Boston, belonging to these four com
panies, —  the Boston Consolidated Gas Company, the Charles
town Gas and Electric Company, the Dedham and Hyde Park 
Gas and Electric Light Company, and the East Boston Gas 
Company.

L o c a t io n s  of  H o l d e r s .

Within the city limits these companies report to the Board 
the presence of twenty-five holders. These holders are grouped 
in twelve locations. (The holders in each location are listed 
and described in Table I.) At the first location in the northern 
corner of Charlestown are the four holders of the Charlestown 
company. A t the second, on the Chelsea river, is a group of 
three holders at the works of the East Boston company. The 
holders at the next nine locations belong to the Boston Con
solidated Gas Company. At the third, near the Cambridge 
Street bridge over the Charles River in Brighton, there are 
three holders. A t the fourth and fifth, on Prince Street in the 
North End, and at the end of Dorchester Street in South Bos
ton, there is one holder at each place. The sixth location near 
Forest Hills has two holders, the seventh, south of the Fenway, 
has a single holder, and the eighth, at the end of South Bay, 
has tivo holders on separate lots. At the ninth location there 
is a group of three holders at the harbor end of the Calf 
Pasture peninsula, the tenth location contains a single holder



at the head of Dorchester Bay, and the eleventh has a group 
of three near the South shore of Commercial Point. The 
twelfth and last location is that of the partially used holder of 
the Dedham and H yde Park Company near the juncture of the 
Neponset River and M other Brook in Hyde Park. These 
twelve locations are shown on M ap I by black circles of 100 
rods’ scale radius.

D e s c r ip t io n  o f  t h e  S u r r o u n d in g  P r o p e r t y .

The Charlestown holders are near the water front on the 
north side of Arlington Street. Although there are a few 
residences in the vicinity, the area surrounding the works is 
occupied mainly by public parks, terminals and other commer
cial property, with a residential district of Somerville at some 
distance. About 500 feet to the north is the M ystic River, 
with its water and railroad terminals. On the east is a row of 
mercantile structures within a few hundred feet, and beyond 
these a playground extends to the water front. To the south 
are the commercial buildings around Sullivan Square and the 
terminals of the Boston Elevated, with some of its structures 
within about a hundred feet. On the west near the holders 
there are a few nearby residences, a lumber yard and some 
mercantile buildings. About a thousand feet away are the 
dwellings of East Somerville.

The works holders of the East Boston Company are on the 
water front north of Eagle Square. The surrounding land is 
partly developed, and is occupied about equally by dwellings 
and commercial structures. On the north is the shore line of 
the Chelsea River. On the east are extensive oil tank yards, 
with an associated structure within 50 feet. South of the 
holders are vacant lots and residences, the nearest of which is 
about 50 feet away. On the west of Eagle Square is a resi
dential district, with houses within 300 feet.

The Allston holders of the Boston Consolidated Gas Compnay 
are situated in a region partially developed for industrial 
purposes, with a residential district which approaches from the 
west. To the north is vacant land, with factories at a distance 
of about 1,000 feet. On the east the land is vacant to the 
reservation along the river. The whole of the southerly



district is occupied with terminal property of which there is 
within a few hundred feet a roundhouse and an oil-distributing 
station. The land to the west is intensively developed. 
W ithin 200 feet are a few small commercial buildings, and the 
residential district begins about 100 feet further on.

The North End holder in Prince Street is about a thousand
feet from the water front and from the North Station. The 
district is a combination of the residential and commercial, 
with railroad and water terminals and public parks. To the 
north is a small area under reconstruction, and further on, 
about 300 feet from the holder, commercial structures which 
extend to the water front. On the east is a tenement section, 
the buildings of which come within 100 feet. On the south 
these buildings come within 50 feet. Dwellings are within 50 
feet on the west. Further west lies the commercial section 
in the vicinity of the North Station.

The South Boston holder is close to the water front in a
district which is mainly residential, with some industrial 
buildings. North of the holder is the shore line with industrial 
buildings within 200 feet. East of it is a factory 200 feet 
away, and a line of tenements about 500 feet distant. Indus
trial buildings alternate with residences within 100 feet on the 
south. On the west industrial buildings begin across the 
street and extend to a residential district 500 feet away.

Around the Jamaica Plain holders is a district partly devel
oped for residential purposes, with some mercantile structures. 
The holders lie between the railroad and the elevated tracks. 
Vacant land extends on the north to some mercantile structures 
300 feet away, and some houses 500 feet further on. The land 
to the east is thickly built with residences, some of which come 
to within 100 feet. On the south is a factory within 200 feet, 
and the general development, consisting of houses interspersed 
with commercial structures, begins 600 feet away. On the 
west, about 200 feet distant, is the edge of a thickly built | 
residential district just west of the railroad.

The single holder on Conant Street in R o x b u ry  is surrounded 
by dwellings interspersed with an occasional mercantile struc
ture. Both classes of buildings lie within 100 feet.

The holders of the eighth location, on Gerard and Hilton



streets, are in the midst of a district which is mostly mercantile 
in character, with some waste land and a number of dwellings 
of the tenement class. The nearest dwellings are within 100 
feet of the Gerard street holder, and there is a mercantile 
structure about 200 feet from the holder on Hilton Street. 
About 600 feet to the north is the property of the City Hospital, 
and some mercantile buildings lie within 100 feet. To the 
northeast is a terminal district with industrial buildings from 
500 to 1,000 feet away. To the east is a partially developed 
area with factories within about a thousand feet. On the 
south a tenement section comes within a hundred feet of a 
holder. On the west there ar-e tenements with industrial build
ings, the nearest at a distance of 500 and 200 feet, respectively.

The calf pasture gas works share the end of the point with 
the sewage pumping station, which is about 500 feet away. 
The flats between the works and the mainland are undeveloped 
for a distance of about 2,000 feet.

The single holder on Freeport Street in Roxbury is located 
on the tidal flats of Dorchester Bay. On the landward side the 
immediate neighborhood is developed about equally with resi
dences and commercial structures. About 300 feet to the 
north, beyond the gas works, are some residences and stores 
near the water front. East of the holder the mud flats extend 
out towards the tracks of the New Haven Railroad. South of 
the holder factory buildings predominate, although both dwell
ings and factories lie within 100 feet. On the west are the com 
mercial and residential buildings along Dorchester Avenue. 
There are some residences within a hundred feet.

The district around the holders at Commercial Point is resi
dential in character, and only partly developed. To the north 
there are two houses within 200 feet. The rest of that section 
is practically vacant to the shore line. On the east the shore 
line comes to the area occupied by the gas works. The shore 
line comes close to the works on the south also, bordered by 
some commercial buildings about 200 feet from the holders. 
On the west there are a few houses a hundred feet away, and 
then vacant land extends a thousand feet to a residential 
section.

In H yde Park the land in the vicinity of the holder is partly



developed with tenements and manufacturing buildings. Both 
classes are only a hundred feet distant. On the north there is 
a row of tenements only 50 feet away, and a stretch of sparsely 
settled land. On the east the district is of the same character. 
Houses lie within 300 feet. South and west of the holder there 
are both dwellings and factories, the nearest distant about 300 
and 100 feet, respectively, on the south. On the west dwellings 
come within a hundred feet.

This description is summarized in tabular form in Table II. 
The areas included in 100 rod circles about the holders are 
shown on Maps II, HI and I \ .

E. H. BARBER,
Engineer.



T a b l e  I.

Charlestown Gas and Electric Company.

L o c a t io n . C apacity in T yp e 
(C ubic Feet).

1. Arlington Street works, . 200.000 covered
250.000 open
100.000 open
856.000 open

East Boston Gas Company.

2. Eagle Square works, 1
52,000 covered

100.000 covered
250.000 open

Boston Consolidated Gas Company.

3. Cambridge Street, Allston, 1,000,000 open 
1,500,000 open 

250,000 open
4. Prince Street, North End, 2,500,000 open
5. Dorchester Street, South Boston ................................................................. 195,000 covered
6. Keyes Street, Jamaica Plain, . 120.000 covered

250.000 open
7. Conant Street, R oxbury, 100,000 covered
8. Hilton Street, R oxbury, . . . . . .

Gerard Street, Roxbury, 4,000,000 open 
1,200,000 open

9. Calf Pasture, . 500.000 open
950.000 open
950.000 open

10. Freeport Street, . ...................................................................... 200,000 covered
11. Commercial Point, . 1.500.000 open

1.500.000 open 
500,000 open

Dedham & Hyde Park Gas and Electric Light Company.

12. B Street, H yde Park, 42,000 open



Table II.

Charlestown Gas and Electric Company.

L o c a t io n .
Direction 

o f D istrict 
described.

Degree of 
D evelopm ent. K ind  of Buildings.

Approxi
mate 

Distance 
of Nearest 
Building 

(Feet).

1. Charlestown, In general, Fully, . Mainly commercial, . 100
Some residential, 100

N ortherly, Fully, . Terminal property, . 500

Easterly, Fully, . Mercantile, 200
Playground, -

Southerly, - Terminal and com 100
mercial.

Westerly, Fully, . Mercantile, 400
Some dwellings, 100

East Boston Gas Company.

In general, In  part, Commercial, 50
Residential, 50

N ortherly, - Shore line, -

Easterly, Fully, . Oil tank yard, . 50

Southerly, In  part, Residential, 50

Westerly, F u lly , . Residential, 300

Boston Consolidated Gas Company.

3. Allston, In general, 

N ortherly,

In  part, 

Vacant,

Commercial, 
Some dwellings, 
Few factories, .

200
300

1,000

Easterly, Vacant, Parkway, . -

Southerly, Fully, . Freight terminal, 200

4. N orth End,

Westerly, 

In  general, 

Northerly,

Fully, . 

Fully, . 

Fully, .

Residences,
Some commercial, 
Residential, 
Commercial, 
Commercial,

300
200
50

300
300

Easterly, Fully, . Residential, 100

Southerly, Fully, . Residential, 50

5. South Boston, .

Westerly, 

In  general, 

N ortherly,

Fully, . 

Fully, . 

Fully, .

Residential,
Commercial,
Residences,
Mercantile,
Industrial,

50
50

100
100
200

Easterly,

Southerly,

Westerly,

Fully, . 

Fully, . 

Fully, .

Industrial,
Residences,
Industrial,
Residences,
Industrial,
Residences,

200
500
100
100
100
500



T a b l e  I I — Concluded.

Boston Consolidated Gas Company —  Concluded.

L ocation .
D irection 

o f D istrict 
described.

Degree of 
D evelopm ent. K ind of Buildings.

Approxi- 
• mate 
Distance 

o f Nearest 
Building 

(Feet).

6. Jamaica Plain, . In  general, Partly, M ostly residential, 
Som e mercantile,

100
200

Northerly, Partly, Mercantile,
Residences,

300
800

Easterly, Th ick ly , Residences, 100

Southerly, Th ick ly , Commercial,
Residences,

200
600

Westerly, T h ick ly , . Residential, 200

7. Conant Street, . In general, T h ick ly , . Residences,
Som e mercantile,

100
100

8. Hilton and Ger
ard streets.

In general, M ostly, Mercantile,
Dwellings,

200
500

N ortherly, M ostly, H ospital, . 
Industrial,

600
100

Easterly, Partly, Industrial, 200

Southerly, M ostly, Tenements, 50

Westerly, M ostly, Industrial,
Tenements,

200
500

9. Calf Pasture, In general, M ud flats and 
shore line.

1 public building, 500

10. Freeport Street, In  general, M ostly, Commercial,
Residences,

100
100

N ortherly, M ostly, Com m ercial,
Residences,

300
300

Easterly, M ud flats, 
Railroad,

_ -

Southerly, M ostly, Com m ercial, 
Som e residences,

100
100

Westerly, F u lly ,. Residences and stores, 100

11. C o m m e r c i a l  
Point.

In  general, . Partly, Vacant land, 
Some residences,

100

N ortherly, G enerally vacant, Som e houses, 200

Easterly, - Shore line, -

Southerly, - Som e m ercantile on 
shore line.

200

Westerly, G enerally vacant, Few houses, 
Residential section, .

100
1,000

12. H yde Park, In general, Partly, Dwellings,
Com m ercial,

50
100

N ortherly, Sparsely, Dwellings and vacant 
lan d .

50

Easterly, Partly, Dwellings, 300

Southerly, Partly, Dwellings, 
Factories, .

300
100

Westerly, M ostly, Residences and fac
tories.

100
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